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ComLoC #1, December 1976

ComLoC is a Space: 1999 fan publication published every so often by
Cnuck Raue, 804 Rowell Street, iiobile, AL 3600& with the aid of

the assistant-idiot=-in-charge-of-a-little-bit-of-everything, Carl
Lamb. The opinions expressed in this fanzine are not necessarily
those of the editor. This issue of ComloC" is dedicated to Barry Morse

" and the wonderful character he portrayed, Victor Bergman. Victor,

the wisest Alphan of them all and a character sorely missed by us all.
Cover art by Martv Siezrist.

Purt Libe/P.0. Box 1196/Los_Altos, CA_94022 (10/3/76)

Space: 199¢ fandom has not matured to Star Trek levels. HMain
reason is almost total lack cf info about the show: episode titles,
episode synopses, cast characters and actors, and order of show/epi-
sode relsase (to name a few subjects). Also ITC (Independent Tele-
vision Corvoration) seems to show litile concern for oromoting fan
contact with the studios directly in England, apparently caring less
apout fan feedback. In fact, ITC (NewYork) ungraciously ripped off
my SASE (enclosed with my request for the London studio address) ===
not even having the courtesy to answer. And if they don't care,
maybr we shouldn't care. IT they say to hell with us, maybe we should
say to hell with them.

First and mos:i important is to delineate who's who with some ref-
erence to character backzround situaticns, story characters, and actors.
Craated by Gerry and Sylvia Anderson? Who ares Gerry =2nd Sylvia An=-
derson??? Who are the producers? The directors? How werz the actors
shosen? Most of us Yanks know lMartin Landau and Zarbara Bain, What
aPnit *he Pritich setors? Whot about Cathy Schell? UYhore In Evgland
is Space: 1969 filmed? I never felt more ili-ai-ease and helpless
with any science fiction TV show.

Zpisodes ars difficult to remember (poor editing). They're not
run that often. Newspaper reviews read consistantly tad (except for
ihe lavish set expense/ereativity). Our own XRON-IV (channel 4) bump-
ed the show twice in a row (new season) for "specials®. Show airs
m:00 P.M. Saturdays (if z2nd when it airs at all )===the most difficult
time for even my viewing habits and schedules. 3ame time slot is bad
for others too. Perhaps KRON-TV is trying to tell us something?

Bad editing and bad scripting seem to be the two worst problems.
Most first-ssason plots reguired painstaking labor to follow. Some
didn't make sense. Host had weak plotting -- especially with the form=
idable villians who met their doom in incredibly dumb-ass contrivances.

Iove failed to make itself known. Cold, unfeeling motions churned
the cast throuzh their hum-drum actions. ILandau and Za2in came accross
zs disjointéd entities rather than strong driving charazcter forces.
Eoth partners of this man-and-wife team are professionals' profession=-
als in every sense of the acting game. Both did great work in liission:
Impossible. How does one tell such seasoned professionals their per-
functory Space: 1999 efforts don't wash? Why deo such seasoned profes-
cionals turn in banal renditicns when they should know better? hany
such questions remain unanswered. And unless such questions are an-
swered Space: 1999 faces impending doom and deservedly SoO.

I consider "Another Time, Another Place" (last episode of first
season, I think) my favorite. ~Perscnal involvement of the characters
came to life for the first time in conjunction with the well con-

ceived splitting-of-moons time/space premise.
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Second season (I have only seen three episcdes) has definately im-
proved plotwise, but still has a long way”to go. Azain, formidable
villian problems with dumb-zss solutions. Action shows more balance.
Izndau and Bain are trying hard to convey strained love. Show still
lzcks. Gone are some previous supporting-cast hopefuls -- especially
our little caucasian lady with the near-almond eyes (and I can'l even
remember her name!). Gone are most of the others toco. And I can't
even remember THEIR names! Space: 1999 seems to support forgettable
characters.

Enter, Cathy Schell as Maya. Cathy Schell -- a superb professional
whose abilities remain stifiled by insensitive direction. What in the
hell is going on back there in the management tangles? Who is mucking
up and why? I might christen Space: 1999 as an exercise in how to der=-
ive the worst performances from the most talented people. Koe is this
possible? This opens a Pandora's box of new anti-art concepts. 1
might suggest some behind-the-scenes producers,- directors, writers, and
film editors get off their fat one track tails and start thinking.

Good science fiction tells stories about people. Good science flction

f1aws smoothlv. Good science fiction creates powerful drama.. If they

start tninking good science fiction, maybe they'll start producing good
science fiction.

Maya has excellent possibilities, but certainly not with her present
unrestrained powers of chameleon-changes (which boarder on the ludicrous,
unbelievable, whimsy/fantasy) and the reckless way she employs them.

My, how could I ever fantasize sleeping with such a lovely lady for fear
of waking up beside a black panther bright and early next mern? What-a=-
way-to-go does not apply here! Hell, this is no woman, this is a terror!
I don't see how anyone could consider iMayz 2 “female Spock". [lany en-
raptured female Trekxies could spend hanrs fanfasizing sexuzl relations
with Spock. Could males visuzlize such relations with laya? Now I
couldn't imagine a harsher turnoff to even the most macho of males.

Maya's problem: her powers. Solution: Naya musw loses her powers.
The fact that she once had.them will generate several interesting epi=-
sodes and subplots about her adjustment to normal "human® life. Being
more human (even with severely limited powers) will make her believable.
And plezse give llaya normal-hair eyebrows in the present styling/shape.
Get rid of that ridiculous witches peak/sideburn darkening; subtle
accentuation of highly-dimpled cheeks will more than suifice. Offer her
present costume to Mae West and give Maya a sharp, stylish uniform.
Present hairstyles, less brambles and boobles, is very attractive. Use
whatever additional mekeup improvements necessary to enhance (not des-
troy) Cathy Schell's potentially stunning allure. What little comes
through of her talent, beauiy, and charisma moves me geeply. I know
she can turn liaya into the most wonderful esteemed goddess given half
a chance. Let us hope that she is given that chance.

" I looking forward to quick improvement in Space: 1999 before it is
oo late.

% & *

Patti cullen/R.F.D. #1, 33 lakeside Drive/liount Kisco, VY 10549 (9/27/76,
I think that I had made up my mind to dislike Space: 1999 even be=
fore its premire last year: I had seen excerpts of it on various talk
shows (on which Barbara Bain and Martin Landau both went on about how
wonderful the show was). Then I found the first of the book adaptations
and they were so bad that I didn't even finish them. But I decided to

wz2tch the show anyway.
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In our area Space played on two stations -- 2 Conneticut ABC affil-
jizte and 2 New York independent station (zood old channel 11 which also
showed Star Trek). It opened first on the ABC affiliate, and it left me
feeling a trifle. disgusted. This was science fiction?? No, it was sci-
fi. What happened to Barbara Bain?? She left her talent on the set of
Missicn:' Impossible. Z=xplosions making sound on the moon?? Astonauts
dropping like security guards?? Hey, come on now, get serious! The
only thing that impressed me was the characterization of the Eagle pilot
Alan Carter. Nick Tate was the only actor who seemed to know what he
was doing.

Well, I watched a few more times --sometimes under duress when I was
babysitting. I came to like Victor Bergman and I thought that the Eagles-
were neat, but I joined the majority of Trekfen and condemned the show,
I was not impressed with the speciazl effects (as I have said slsewhere)
because I xnew they were all modified from the Anderson's earlier mar-
ionette programs. By comparison I liked UFO more than Space. Then I
saw the episode "Earthbound".

No,no, it wasn't like *HALLELUJAH®* discovery of Star Trek, but I
liked it. The storyline was good. The aliens were friendly. Simmonds
was a perfect villian. I approved of the whole thing. But then I saw
a repeat of "Dragon's Domain" and I lost the good feeling. I gave 1999
uD as hopeless. .

Ah, but then I went to August Party and met Nick Tate -- that was
hallelujah time! +Vhat many people didn't know was that the first season
of Space had been Tilmed two yesars before it was shown on American TV.
And that extensive changes were made on the basis of criticism received
from viewers. I saw the uncut version of "The Metamorph” and throughly
enjoyed it. I met the nmembers of the '99/UF0 club. I was almost a2 con-
VETE .
Iast night I watched the premire on channel 11 -- it was cut in sev=
eral places. But I enjoyed it zgain -- I could relate to all the char-
acters. The new music added to the mood. The action was better paced,
the storyline consistant. Things were explained -- total mystery may
have been a good pioy for 2001, but week after week it's asking too much
of the viewers. I like Naya, but I still have doubts how she will fit

in. I'm giving Space: 1999 a*secund chance, which is only fair.
* #*

Of all the multitudes of changes for the better in the second year
of Space: 1999, one sticks out a2s being totally an cpposite change ==-
Tor-the worse. I speak of Mayz of course.

" Her outward appearance as an zalien (not as a female -- she scores an
A+ on that count) is stupid. Why the crazy mak=up on her cheeks? And
why the Spock-like eyebrows =- she isn't even Vulcan! ILuckily Frieberger,
or whomever lizya's creator was, didn't give her pointed ears as well:® °

Emotionally Kaya just hasn't had time to be explained on the air.
Her mind seems to work like a computer (bsing able to navigate an eagle
in "Brian the Brain"), but she zlso seems to contain compassion and
emotion. The two may look together, but intelligence of & high degree
is usually associated with a stoic outward appearance, as far as I can
tell. :

The biggest piece of insanity, in creating Maya, was her strange
"molecular transformation"™ ability. Why wasn't Maya's father capable
of it? (In other words. why didn't he change inte a bird and fly out
of the fire, before his planet exnloded?) But why molecular transform-
ction anyway? It iz impossible. & 50 kilozrzm wonzrn czn't chence into
a2 1 kilogram bird in a flash == the matter cither weighs the same, or o
terrifically high (very high indeed) amount of energy must be given off.
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Nor ean a 50 kilogram woman become & 100 kilogram brutish ape~thing and
1ift a panel off of a crushed man, and then return to 2 woman again.
where is all this energy coming from? Or; where does it all go?

Why then, does Space: 1999 seem to be always stuck with stupid
inacecuracies in its super sets, super character ideas, and super uni=-
verse?

I was recently told that, "....most of the problems with Space: 1999,
series I and II are technical, but they have to be ignored seeing as the
whole series is so absurd that vou have to treat the series as fantasy..."
-=-2avid Rowan.

Okay, Space: 1999 == you're fantasy, but since Star Trek, you're the

enly science fiction series worth watching!
= ¥ #

Christine MeWilliams/1160 Delia Avenue/Akron, OH 44320 {1.}‘;"1&[?5]

T -

This past summer I attended a fan convention called August party. I
got to meet Hick Tate (Alan Carter) and got his autegraph. He did a talk
on Space and was a judze on the costume contest. He seemed highly im-
pressed with our devotion, enthusiasm, and creative reactions to Star
Trek. He said that he never knew anything like this existed. He wore
his old uniform and even had a commlock and stun gun when he gave his
talk. e also got to see a premire of Spaee: 1999 Year II, that intro-
duced FMaya. I have been watching the show every Saturday nizht now. I
am very imeressed with the improvements such as the develoring of the
characters, giving them more emotion, and changes in the uniforms, setis,
ete. I just wish they would ditch the pyro-technics (too fake), get
better guest stars that now the differance between acting and over-act=-
ine. get less outrageous costumes and make-un for the aliens, =2nd try to
g2t even better (more realisric or believable) scripts. I think they
shouldn't have gotten rid of Vietor. In my copinion the best actors are
Nick Tete, Catherine Schell, and Tony Anholt.

I also like the faect that they're injecting a little humor into the
characters and the seripts. I particularly enjoy the jibbing that Tony
gets with reguards to his home-made beer and' its rating system. It does

seem a bit centrived though.
* & ®

. — - ————— S S —— i ———— -

Having not seen the first season's episodes, I can'i say whether or
not the show has improved, but I do know one thing for sure: I love a1
I think it's great, interesting. I really enjoy it. One thing 1is
wrong with it though: No Vietor Bergman. _ ’

How, you may wonder, can that be? It'a quite simple. I've read the
some of the books based on the episodes and took a liking to Victor. He
is great! Naybe sometime they could use Victor (Barry liorse) as a guest
star but not necessarily as Viector (econfusing, eh?) ]

All in all, it's 2 good science fiction/adventure series. 1 espec=
izlly enjoy those little bits of humor in it, and Koenig's gquips in
"New Adam, New Eve". ;

Personally, I can't see any major (or minor for that matter) flaws
in it. True, Bergman isn't there but Haya makes things interesting. As
a Star Trekker too, I find it a.little easier to undersiand than Star
Trek, and that the Alphans relate to each other in a more human manner.
Anyone else have any thoughts on this point?
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Here are a few commenis on some of the second season episodes......

"The Metamorph" =« What can I say? The moment I heard the new theme
music I knew Year II was going to be smashing. I thought it was very
wise to begin with the use of a "log"; it really helped to clear up
some misconceptions. The new uniforms are quite attractive and really
makes the ladies look better. Iliaya was introduced very completely; she's
a welcome addition and contributes a lot to the overall appeal of the
show. (Thank God she shows emotion! Can't you just imagine the Trekkies
decending upon us?) But...Tony? Don't get me wrong, he's a nice guy
and I like him -~ but where did they find him? There!s been no explan-
ation for the "disappearance" of Vietor, Kano, and Paul. (Did Tony just
jump out of a crater one day? Did Victor's "One year guarentee"™ on his
heart run out? Did Kano and Computer elope? Did Paul die of food
poisoning from a cup of Sandra's coffee?) Seriously, a character of
Tony's importance should have some background. Iast, but not least, Alan
did his usual wonderful job. Seems to me like he's the only Alphan with
any spunk! Little devil! -

"The Rules of Luton" == I knew the minute I saw Tony flying the eagle
that this was not going to be one of my favorites. Since when did the
First 0fficer take over the duties of Eagle Captain? Anthony, get your
rear back in Command Center and let Nick do the flying! At any rate, it
was a bit like an old episode of Star Trek, but it was worth watching
anyway. Lots of good background on Jchn and Maya. Interesting to note
that Maya ecan stay in her transformations for one hour. I thought her
powers were unlimited. But, for heaven's sake lady, find another bird
to turn into! I'm getting tired of that same old cne! NIot & spectacular
Efisada. pbut a fascinating premise: plant 1life to be higher than animal

fe.

"Catacombs of the Moon"™ == Where was ol' Alan? Putting eagles thro-
ugh the car wash? C'mon, good ol' Alan should have been in the middle
of ~all those fights == you know how short-tempered he is. Otherwise I
thought the actors that portrayed Patrick and ilichelle were terrific. I
always go for a good love story. Two gquestions: if the security room
was off-limits to 2ll personnel except Tony and security, how did Maya
sust happen to waltz in in that pretty gown just in time to chew up
Osgood? Why didn't Dr. lathias help Helena out? Out I know. He must
have gone to be a witness for Kano and Computer!

"New Adam, New Eve" == If I remember, Nick was in this one a little.
What sticks out the most is watching the commander of lioonbzse Alpha,
the medical officer, the first officer, and the science officer act like
four teenagers at adrive in movie! Basically a good show. Wasn't Nick
in it, or am I dreaming? _

"The AB Chrysalis -- Where do I begin.....this is what I've Deen
waiting so long for! About time for Alan to get some action. So far
this has been my favorite episode. The whole episode was totally unigue,
the idea of people going into chrysalis to evolve is far-out. That -
creature Maya turned into was sort of different. 01' Alan blew his cool
again: you know, he's not too smart at times. I mean, tryinz to keep
that glass coffin -“rom moving. Come now dear Captain! This episode
was was as great 21 episode to have been seen twice in a row.

# #

Mona Delitskv/15°1 Jashtenaw, Room 19/Ann Arbor, MI 4810k (11/23/76)
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The first season of 1099 had class. I mean really. It consisted

af a burpch of very fine seientists and technicians woriking on Joonbase
Alpha. Peopnle whe, one wonld ascume, Were the cream ci the crop in thetir
2ialdz. People who we could have econfidence in. noenliz was hrave, deci-
sive, clear thinkinz individual snd a vepry fine leador. Hz made mis=
takes at times like any human being btut he was a leader who commanded
respect from the people under him. Even too much resocect at tines.
{(Witness Alan's fierce devotion to Koenig in "The Missing Link" when

the Commander was clearly to incapacitated to command anybody.) He was
somebody I trusted to try to do the best for his people. A human, yet
very admirable, intellizent Commander.

Victor Bergman was somebody whose brains I had complate faith in.
rintor was a marvelous mixture of scisntist and vhilosooner whoze 1in-
sizhts I appreciztied and whose human kindress towards the other wa2mbers
on the obase was really btezutiful. Kano was a grsat churacter, classic in
his devotion to his computer, his "friend". Sandra was a very tozether
woman that I admired. =ven Helena, who so many people found fault with,
was definitely a very good doctor. In fact, there was not one person on
liconbase Alpha that I disliked, even though I liked some mere than others.
(T was not much of a fan of Alan Carter's; I had no strong Teelinzs about
him one way or the other, although this season, I do like him maore and £
more, and I wish they'd use him more than_.they do silly Tony verdeschi.)
Thew were an intelligent on Alpna, with human foibles, but they were
neonle I likad.

I enjoved watching the first scason episddss very much, even tha bhad
onez, bacause even the bad ones would have one or iwWo scenes that were ¢
really mreat even thouzh the episode itself might not hold up. For cxam-
nls, in “"Tha funrrian o Pini® which T aanaiden the wapat Finat gazeon
episode, there Js cne ecene I always loved watching: when the cervant of
the guardian shows Koenig the image of Helena on +he TV screen in Haln
vission, Koenig, in his anger, runs up and smashes the ccreen. His hund
is now vadly cui and he is obviously in great pain (Zandau was very con-
vineing). When the servant offers to heal him, he says "No. izave ne
with my pain. It reminds me that I'm human." Always liked that scene.

My Tavorite episodes from the first season (ones which were the most
exciting or had the most character develoomnent) were "Sreakaway"“, "Col-
1icion Course”, "Blaek Sun", "The lizsing Link", "Anotiner Tims, Another
Place", "Voyageur's Return", and "iar Games". These were seven that had
some really marvelous science fiction concepts (particularly "Another
Time, Another Place" znd "Black Sun" wnich are usually heralde:d among
sei-fi buffs as being the very best) or did much to esxpand our appreci=
=+isn of the characters (the sequence in "Black Sun" whare Koeniz and
EBerzman get guietly drunk on brandy together and grow inoreasingly chil-
asgophical as the “"end" approaches is axcellent; or the bit in "Ldissing
Tink” where Alan fishts to keep Koenig alive when everyone else was
civing up really made me appreciate the cnaracter of Alazn Carter much
more; or the situation in “"Voyageur's Return” when Berwinan very mach
wants to save Voyageur's information tapes aand helena very much wants to
insure the safety of Alvha; it was =n interestinz triac, w ch likw the I
“irk-Spocik-licCoy triad, of opinions: Zergman thinics that they can take
the ria' of dealing with the Queller Urive and Helena thinks they can't,
It is Koeniz who makes the .deasision to try to cave the tapes and if was
interesiing to study the motivas and clashing opinions of these characlhs
ors. heally a very fine evisoads) |
It is things like these which make me obisct to statements made last

(=
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year that veorle couldn't relate to the characters on Alrha, or they didn':
know enough about them.. This was usually because veople nizht watch one
episode of 1999 comparing it to Star Trzk every ninute and then reject
the whole thing outright. It's sad beczuse there were really so many
zoud evisodes that do hold up scientifically, or Dpresented fascinating
ccngecture into phenomena not yet fully undnr3touh in ohysics (e.g. black
hﬂles. etc.), or developed the characters alot. Feople were not analyze

ing objectively. They compared it to Star Trek the whole time and didn't
let it stand on its own. (liany Trekkies were threatened by a new science
f ction show on TV and harbored urEJudlee is definizely not a part of the

Star Trek philosophy.) I didn't feel I knew Capiain Kirk or Doctor
WCCDJ at all after watching one episode of Star Trek either.

Anyway, getting back $0 Tne changes, now we have zn a2lien on our
mocnhase, Maya. I, for one, absclutely did not like "The ietamorph” epi=-
sode at all. On first watching, it seemed childish and unbelievable and
too much like "Lost in Space" or a bad comic book in ivs plot about (what
else tut) a mad scientist. Also, Faya in that episode came off as some=-
what naivi and not very bright, although since then, I think they've done
some excellent things with her. 1In every episcde since, she has become
2 character I like and can trust. ©She is obviously intelligent and capable
of her duties as well as other thigs, and she has a zood analytical mind
as well as a sense of humor. And she's not snobbish about her abilities
at all, too. Really a welcome member on the ioonbase. Verdeschi, well,
he can be alright too, although sometimes h2 comes off like somzthing out
of Marvel Comics in his couageous defiance of aliens etc. which never look:
pellevable, anyway. I think they're ;oinb very good things with Alan
Carter this season and I'm really en;aw*nr him tramendously, with his im-

- - y ol o o - | - o
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be alot less exciting than he was last seazson. He's much more of a marsh-
mellow now: if an alien makes so much as a nasty sneer towards Helena,
he'll surrender his lloonbase 1mmead1atel I mean, what haodened to our
I'earless Leader? (Yes, I know; he's more human now, 1 guess fthey've
taken some of his leadership away, maypbe t00 much.) Helsna was someone
it tool me the whole first season to like, but I finally did; she's more
interesting this season, but apparently not as good a doctor as before;

I don't know, And hell, I miss Vicior alot. Aliot. That marvelous scien=
tific flavor to him is missing and the Commana Center crew (I wish they
nadn't éhanged the name; Main ilission had such a nice ring to it doesn't
seem as bright and intelligent overall without Viector. They seem to be-
relying on llaya's vowers too much as a solution to their problems instead
of using their own resources.

Anyway, they've shown 10 episcdes here so far and there nave been
about four good ones: "Journey to where" (excellent), "Thn Exiles" (un-
expected ending with Helena sclving thz problem, which was nice), "The
llark or Archanon" (2 few loose ends, but overall very good), and "The AB
Chrysalis" (strange, very interesting plot with some nice scisnce thrown
in)., 1 very much liked "The AB Chrysalis";ahd "Journey to Vhere" stands
out as the best so far with a good plot and even containing a2 kiss be-
tween John and lelena which was very natural and belonged there (he kiss-
ed her out of mutual pain and sadness) and was not contrived lixe in other
episodes. Also, Bain gave & damn gcod performance in that episode,
propably her best in the entire series, which was a2lso pleasing. Yes,
she can be gocd when she wants to be. :

I mean, let's face it. I love "Space: 1999". And yet, I can recoge
nize it's flaws as well as it's triumphs. I'm the first to say that epi=-
sodes like "Brian the Brain" are simply terrible (I wanted to write a hate
letter to inept Fred Freiberger when [ saw that one). I'm pleased with
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~oma of the chanses and anroved by others. 1 get terribly imnaticnt sit=-
«inz throuzn ernisodos that are unbelievable and! ztupid like -"hew Adam,
Lo Sve' or "Brizn the Prain®. and yet they den't lessen my aspreciation l
apd enjosmant for the mood episodes I've mentionad. BSceause the series ;
jons have tremendous talent behind it. (iiot counting U'red Fraibersen, |
“ne producer, who doesn't know the firet thins about seclenee fiction)
Sn2ce: 1999 has: rartin landau who can be Iabulous; the man does have |
tremendous talent and can be brilliant and he has been, at times, in 19993
ihe collective integrity of Bain, .lerton, late, Anholt, ans Schell who
are all at least competent if not fine actors, and the best svecial effects
neonle in the business, Once they start msetting some consistantly good
sorints, which still hasn't havspened yet, they'll be quality all the time.
As for Vietor Bersmen. Oh, the man, I've seldom met a character in
» 1V show or book that I Teal so much empathy for as Victor, Ih2re vas a
vermth to nim that zave the whole setting 2 human qualiby, and that mar-
volous scientific marnner with his Oxford-soundinz Zritish accent gave the
=how real clasz. I was a real Koenig fan in the first sea2son, but I al=-
ways was interesied in seeing what Victor would do because he had a calm
and a rationality that was pleasent to witness in the midst of an intense
crisis on Alpvha.....very refreshing, He was more into solvong the o) alols 2
lzns than worrying intensely or acting impulsively. Also, his affection
ani noncern for the other peonle on Alpha was very often expressed (for
evamole in "iissing Link" when Victor is standing over the bed contain-
ing the unconscious Koenig who was badly hurt in an eagle crasn and he
says, sadly "why nim? Why couldn't it have been me?"; also he was the
~08t understaniing of the "future" Alrhans towards the "pregent" Hoenig
in "Another Time, Another Place”). So nice was his ability o appreciate
the wondsrs of something alien when Hoenig and ths others were ‘mainly con-
cornad Witn its aangers. ALL in ail, Viciur was the préaisst i I wisy
hiz presence in the show a great deal, It vas a mistaxe to %taxe him out
of it.
Yare's hoping that the Space: 1999 crew can come up with lots of good
things for us in the future.

Garl Iamb/2810 HeVay Drive/iobile, AL 36603 _(12/20/76)

- —— - - - ———— - -

"Space s 1999: The ultimate adventure series" so read the adverts.' This
was one of the major turn-offs for myself, and others. Lefore '99 had
sven ctarted, I was dead=-set against it. "The show to canture the hearts
of 'Trekkies'" it was said. To a hardecrc 'Irelker' this was blasphemy.

I had made up my mind that '99 was going to be a bomb befor L nad sean

it. 'Then, when '99 started here in iobile in January, I declided to tape
the Tirst opisodes, for posterity. I could always listen to it later,
when I wanted a good laugh. fThis didn't turn out to be the case. I was
hooked the instant "Breakaway" started. From that moment on, I knew I
that I wes destined to become involved in '99 fandom as soon as it cropped
un. w2ll, I became involved, and T*m where I a2m now. "Assistant-idiot-
in=charge-of-a-little~-bit-of-everything" go Chuck calls me, and so be it.
It's just a title, of no value really. All it means is that I want to !
helw him do ComLoC, i.e. just about do anyshing and everything I feel like,
to help promote, solicite contributions, scread fandom, etc. I hope I'm

of some help: if I weren't, then he'd surely kick me cff the staff ((hmmm,
I didn't even know we had a staffi--3),)). Bui, anyway, I have a couplie

=f thinzs to say, which I'll Try to say in a comprohensiblo manner, buf no
proniges. Onward then........

T am a Tirst season fan, and will mos® likely remain so. To me, Sec=
onid season is an utter disappointment. So mech of what I loved in ycar s
phe ig laciking in year two, uvelnr ceoiaced, wi most of i, not sxpleintes

| ¥asre's an almost tolal lack of continuity hetbwoon years one or twao, Tor

S
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ivetarice, most obvious are the disanprarances of vogf, Vicior Sornman,
Sonteoller seul joeeow, and Comvutor Tochnician vavid nano. Gl happened
+n rhom% soréco vhoush, whan did Tony Verdecshl ceue ia¥ he muds have

teen there ©1] alonx, 2s Alpba doesn't gat waelkly earto shins firom Sapth,
brinmine i1, new uversonsll. Then w2 have tThe moondase itapd . ALl new,
madified. runny, last seazon I thought that they just barely huud enougth
resgurces 4o sustain themselves, much l2gs, o go aada remodel Alpha, Jjust
becauss they didn't like what the last interior deeorator appearantly did.
Tyen the moon seems to have regressad in time., 1In the year one gvisode
of "Jrpson's Domain® it was stated zhat it was the d77%h day since the
moon left the Zarth's orbit. If that's sc, how is it possible that in "The
Catamarnh', the first episode of wyear itwo, that it is the J42nd day since
$1:a moon lert Rarth's oroit, 23 this was the date given. Sevaral othor
o the vesr “wa episodss alzo sport aates veaczeding that of "razon's
Jomain". 1 spot a definite inconuistency hare., Arc they deliberately
trying to pravend tnat first season asvar existed, or i il & .gve ovel=

sizht on someone's part? I csgem to pelieve thz former; more evidence
spems S0 ooint in that direction. Jon't get me wrong, I don?%t hate the
second season, but, in my ozinion, the quality of th2 show was deminished.
T still siick beside it though, because I feel that they could lmprove,

The shaw 5till retains my respect and adniration, but on a Iirst rether
than second season basis.

1 rust admit that I was disappointed with Tha lakinz of Swace: 1599,
T+, s the second season, ignorsd ilorse, Handecock, and Jones. Liloug: tney
may no longer be with the show, som2 of us out here still like them, 2nd
«veir rrofessional bicgrazhies should have at least boen ineluded. An-
other peint that botners ms, and I have notdd this in othar publications
=g well. Alan Carter is now being referred to as "Rirat Lisuterant" where-
am in ymap oma WA hora the rani of Captain, T aave rot haawvd tha tarm
Woimct Lizutenant® mentioned in an spisods yot howsver, But, should it
aplear, L guarentee, that I, as weoll as other indignant Hick Tate faus
#i1l send a flood of anzry letters to Ired Ireiberser, or wWhoever is re-
sponsible. (o matter what, he is still Cankzin inour bool:

Tnere are now ten '99 nooks, plus The . aking cf nnace! 19499, 1y
iz of those ten books contain acsdtations 2r dhe ecisousy, twn2 other four
are orizinal novals. Out of the six books, only 23 of the 24 euizodes of
first sason were adapted. "Zaptnbound"”, oeing omiited, dus to author: E.C.
c1:nb’'s killing of the characier of simnonds in the Tirst story "Brezkavay”.
I um somewhat saddened by this fact, as I felt "Zaxthbound" was one of
ke betier first season episodes. As for the orizinil neovels however)
af+ter readinz 10, I am somewhat nuzzled. I do think that ir. lankine
haz showed a definite improvemaet over Andreid flanct. In Zhoznix of
famason, though, I feel that Alan falls in lave 7ita hoda Sonsnnat Loo
quic.iiy, and moreover, now Rhoda is apsearently living on Joonbase Alpha,
with her To marry Alan soon no doubt. Very interesting. I theizht that
.ava was the moons only recident alien. w11l they killi her orff in the
next boolk, or imncre her as if she never exited?

Then there are trivial things.....In “kew Adam, ioW Eve", iaya, in her .
owl form, was seen sittins on Tony's arm, wnom che could not touch with-
out recaivinz a magnetic jolt. Also, in The L Chrysalis", why wasn't an
parle cent out From iloonbuse o refuel John, Alaa, and (2ya's cazle, as
wes done in "The Rules of Luton"? Then, in cne spisode, I

- e

m not not cuwre
which one at tne moment, Eagle Cne was in two places at the samz time.
Highly unusual. ;
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CONL020URECTION Fs efo Leva Laliteiiyy 15UL-.ashensy,, doom X9 inn Araor,
At L st pye nand, 8,30 byemaill, cpiskhod n“ cotpoadction: dittﬂ and
isandy 52 '11:4.----1ﬂ'fiﬁ“PF“THian is 3 unigne oficzipnre o bHath "Gian
Poeaik® and "sSpaces 195" it 4 Wley 6i% of saience tiction arccwn in for

oo measure. To my knowlease, It is the only Iansine at proscent to orfer
both Stsr Trei and 1999 fiction. fThe major pormion of thlﬂ 'zine is nade
up of two '"09 stories. The first was "Unshielaed” by the aditor, Hq.
5alitsicy. Alpha has entered a field of space which is causing madne
amons the Alphans. The problem 1s finally solved by £rof. Bergnan. ﬁn
lztlﬂ:te seena between Helena and John avpears in this slory, while John
is un:er ine influence of the t'ield. The next story is "A ropiectly
Lasonable Solution™ by John Fetty. Alpha is due o be destpoyad, thouzh
Uﬂlﬂitntlﬂﬂallj The aliens hnhlnd it, do not consider tne alopnane worth
rgng, nrefercing to lat them perish. [o save iluna, Joion, lielsna,
“* no, Alan, Paul, and Sandra must pass a test suited to tne inlividual.
~ha; rass with the aliens willing to save Alpha. Lo fira sulution is
-rasent hcwever, and the story tends tc leave one hﬁﬂ”l ‘here arc a
few minor ilsws, one of the most noticable being Alan Carher‘* use of' his
"magal hqlt puckle” to escave Trom his "test". For Star Trek, there is
"A pifferent Way of Thinkinz", also by Lis. pelliusky. T concerns a2 new
zind of “"love" between iicCoy and hatirz. It orizinally aspeared in iarped
Soree 513, *hera iz = commentary cn '@2 by Sharcn I's “*r {(virich origine-
"l!v appeared in lu“ﬁﬂ“ﬂut #1), an article on the sditor's masting of
Ieanard Himoy aftar sasing the Sherlock Holmes ﬁ1ay. some hfncrmu- stories,
Both Star Tresic and cﬂiEﬁﬂB fietion, and s '99 trivis auiz. There are
three axcellsnt illes by arity Siegrist, of SU 'zine tfame, a3 well as a
apauTifUL cover by Rodney Alian, with some illos ny sason wotlellan
sonttared +ht*m:;h:mr Cnsmocenn aockion A8 worth hovine, and ls sure io im=
prove as time goes on. “Al Drosaent, T believe, contr d..-.tuu.l.a'll-u are mtill
oeing sccepted for issue #2. (reviewed by Carl [anw)

IoiA DEWSIETIPER #5; cofo Steve Erame; 5 Kimball Jrive; Stonehom, Jia 02150 ;
JL.0u g methol of reproduction: 4£erox and ITZK-0ffsat; 22 pazes, lssie

#5 of Alvha lowsletter is a special, on Hick Tate {Alan Car vr) Contained
in it pre :11nacr15t10ns of Nick's speeches at ﬂu*us Pariy, his bissraphy,
and Alan uaru_r ‘s biograchy, reviews of "Ths Jevil' jlav;ruund“ (movie),
and "The Day After Tomorrow! (TV special), as well 2s scvernl articles
gbout Bick redrinted from several magazines. Also inecluded are & list of
-lan's "*ans". most liked lines, notable episodes, pnd an ad Ter an up-
coming ST/7 7GXU“G/5F con. There are four good xerox reproductions of
nhotcs of MNiek, two from '99, ISsue F6 will be a Iandau and Eain special,
and 7 a Ar?nlthchell/ﬁertﬂnfﬂhlll1ns special. To date, this is the best
issua of Alvha Hewsletter, [iumbers 1-4 are hardly more than short raprints
of articles qiccussing 'U9. Tais issue is a must for any Tate fan. (In
vou're interested, issuss ¢1-=4 may still b= crdered for 75¢ each.)

1

(reviewed by Carl Lamb) - :
ATTERICRAS J?: oo Ark & Story; 32692 Elack Jownsaln fead; Tollhouse, CA |
e e wetihod of renrﬂuuntlﬂn. pro fes.lnnhl paplicativn; & camay, .
This issue of Aftsrwopds is a special Space: 1999 issue, Aficrgosdd 18
tha wsletter that is associated with the magazins Ark & ¢ :
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2 oricnted publication. This issue staris o't WiTh Godie new
thz mﬂvaﬂlnp itselt and with sons news about new books and ?hhlLﬂ:tiJﬁ:.
The bullk of the issue iz then made up of Space: 1399 naterial concisting
af a latter from ongof the readers in which h; voleces his opiniznus on -l

the show and how he fécls the show's scientific information iz roceaprchold




well, This is rollowed up by a & psre articie cntitled "Spacer 1999-'The
.etamoroh' and the letamorvhases". The article tells aboul the nmany caznges
that have taken place tetween first ana second season and 1t reviews the
the episode "The Lietamorph". The article contains many good pictures from
the anisode "The letamocrph" and one or two pictures from first seasun.

The ¢03t o this newsletter and the ccnents make it well worth the guarter
snent to get it. (reviewed by Chuck kaue)

THE ENPORIUM

THE LOMNER is 2 Space: 1999 novelette, written by Michael Heyes. It is a
sort of "alternate universe" within the basic background of the series,
The story concerns an unidentifiable object that defends Alpha azainst

an alien attack. It wes written z2s an attempt to corrsct some of the
faults of the show, and to make use of ths good points. Earring unfore-
seen preblems, THE LOMER will be availible in January 1977. Approximately
60 pases mimeogravhed; with offset ariwork by kary Bloemker, H.C.
Chmielefski, iarty Siegrist, and Jim Steele. Cost will be $2.75. Order
from: Fatrice GCullen; RFD #1 33 Iakeside itoad; Hount Kisco, NY 10549.
Although this a one-chot fanzine, a sequel will be planned if enough
interest is shown. =
COSMOCONNECTION is a new fanzine specializing in Space: 1999/Star Trek
stories and information. We think Space: 1999 is an execiting new entry
into science fiction and we want the talented people in science fiction
and/or Star Trek fandom to get interested in Space: 1999 and work with
this theme. :

Tssue #1 is out now, and features 2 lonz 3pace: 1992 storiss, commen=-
tary by 5. Ferraro, 1999 trivia, two Trek items (cone story and ons review),
.some goneral science fiction, phiosophy, etc. and fantastic avtwork by
Siegrist, McClellan, and others.

Issue #1 costs BO¢, $1.30 with postage. Subscriptions are now i4/4
issues, 55.50 with postage. :

Written material concerning Space: 1999, Star Trek, other science
fietion, astrobiology, space physics, fantasy, comic conjecture, or other
thinzs like that is needed and welcome for COSHMOCONMECTION #2, hopefully
to be out by January 1977. Art 2lso welcome.

Send submissions, subscriptions and singzle cnyg requests to: Diona
Delitsky: 1501 Viashtenaw, Room 19; Ann Arbor, MI L3104

FCBERT CAIN; 1326 West Sixth Avenue; Mesa, Arizona B5202 is selling full
frame 35mm Space: 1999 slides. These slides are NCT taken off of the TV
set. The slides are 55¢ each and he has 30 slides from first season and
1% from second season. He also has slides for sale from Star Trek and
lost in Space. For a complete list of what he has availible write <o
the above address and include a SASE.

VOYAGEUR is a Space: 1999 fanzine specializing in '99 fietion. Contibutions
are beinz solicited for 71 at present. [0 publication date has yet been
set., Storiee and artwork are needed. For more information or io make a
subm%gﬁ%cn write to: VOYAGEUR; co/o Chuck Raue; 804 Rowell Street; iobile,
AL 350606,

ALPHAN ODYSSEY is a general Space: 1960 fanzine which is seeking contri=
butions. TFor more information or to make a submission write to: Carl
Iamb; 2810 MeVay Drive; liobile, AL 36605.
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Lasre 'allow '9%ers,

Hulid there, hooe rou've 2ll enjoyed this first issue of Lonlel 5o
fare.,  T'm really sorvy it's tzken so long for me fo smet this tuing out
= infiavember my typeuritter broks Jown, comolebely, and I couldn't get
phoald ol znodller one in time 50 a2 1o have Gowlol L oul in hovember.
jowr I bave motten a now typewrritter ior ChAristias S0 putting sut Ceniol

- time from now on shoul.n’t caouse 50 much trouble.

liow that I've finished my anclogy, I talk about some relsvani matuers.
Tha first thing that needs to be discussed is the freguency at which this
'zine will be cominz out. It'd be nice if this 'zine could be published
every L-6 weeks, but this can only ba done if everyone takes the time
<o write in letters to bring up noints to be discussed or if they take
the tifle o resvond to someone else's Jetter. bSince I don't lknow how
you all want to do this I'm zoing to set the tentative deadline for
lstiers te be in to mé J=ruvary 23rd. I hooe you will ail tind something
in this issue that you'd like to respond to or that you've gof something
vou'd lice to diseuss. This issue didn't bring up alat of riiscussions.
Tt is more like an issue in which averyone is leifing everyone else know
where they stand on certain '99 relatad points. /

fomiol is your 'zine, so I need to know what you'd like to see in
1%, %74 llke for us to he zble to have some illos inside the issues be-
sides the artwork on the cover. Since Comlof is orinted by xerox I can
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onky oriat art which doesim’t contain large areas of black in it. This
doesn't annly to art to be used on ths cover 3ince these arc done by
arfses. Smaller zisces of filler artwork for the interior of tumloC #2
Ehat you'd ilike to submit are welcome. Cover arwy for #2 is also needed.

‘hile on the subjsct of artwork I'd like to thank iarty Sicgrist
for ths beautiful piece she did of Victor for thic issue, s9.....thanks
aaain Marty!l )
IF you want to ZaT U nuxy iaoug w0l CoMiaes dwd s 252 anl yuutll
gat it when it comes out. ComioC is printed Ires of charse so the only
cost it ineures is that of nostagze o mail 1t out. This 25¢ covers the
nostage costs on your issue. I the vrinting method uscd for this 'zine
qoesn't give the nice clear revroauction that can oe obtained by offset
or ny gocd mimsozraph you must remember that this 'zine ig printed free
and that way the cost can be held down. I believe that hoiding the cost
devm %o thz voint that it is affordable to all '99 Fans is more import-
ant “than pelnz able to print on both sides of the paper. I hope that
everyene eise will agree.

“ell, vhat's about all for now. I must get this thing to the printers
s0 I can zet il out before Christmas. Until then, have a merry Chriztmas
and a hapny few Year. Hope to hear from you all soon.

Fly like an Eagle,
2 f::’ L i
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o 3pace: 1997 Association of I'ns (5.1.A.F.) i3 2 new '99 fan club that
iz seeking to find other '92 fans to join their ranices. The eclub prints a
biaonthly newsletter called CAGLE 1N FLIGHT. Tor more information on

a_fi.A.F. wirite to: S.N,A.F.: P.0. Boz L402; llwbile, AL 6601

~TOHARD ROBINSON is looking for someone to bs the co-editor of his new
Space: 10999 fanzine. Richard has a problem which ins that he has seen
only Tirst season becauss the station in his area didn't carzy zecond
aspason., Sienard is lookins for scmeone wiho has xnowlaare abLoui'the
sscond siason. If yen're interasted in talking to iichard aboud thig
write -him a2t: Box-17; Dapdznelle, Arkansas 72834




