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comlLoC #3, June 1977

ComLoC is a Space: 1999 fan publication published every SO often by
Piri Press Publishers. This heap is the result of the collection of
letters from fans by Chuck Raue (editar) and Pam Beckeit (assistant

. editor). The opinions expressed in this fanzine are those of the in-
digiduals who wrote the letters and are not necessarily those of the
editors.

This 1ssue of ComioC is dedicated %o Nick Tate and the character he
portrays, Alan Carter.

- - - — - —— -

That doea it! I vowed on my mother's grave (so what if she ain't
dead yet!) that if I saw one zore letter in ComLoC that insinuated
that A) Maya shouldn't have her molecular transformation powers and
B) shouldn't look a3 she does I would write and defend her right to
both the above characteristies. So here I am writing to defend iaya's
unalienable right to be alient
I really can't come down tooooo heavily on either Kathy Stear's
or Richard Robinson's comments on +he makeup used on Catherine Schell
4o make her look alien in Coml.oC 42, Matter of fact, this letter is
being directed more at the oriticisms of George Perkins and Bur? Libe
in ChmLoC #1 but you might say that Kathy's-— "Even with all the junk
they have on her (Maya) to make her look alien, she's a real charmer..."
and Richard!s~ "0f course her makeup looks stupid...especially her
gycbroviSsss” were the 1as+ straw. This old Irish/Portugese temper of
mine can't take much mocre: Ck, you guye! Just who are you to question
Maya's appearance, huh? Or her powers? Do I hear anyone out there
questioning the validity of Spock's physical appearance and stoic man-
nerisms? No, indeedy! Insted fanzine after fancine is being published
rationalizing Spock and, through him, 2ll Vulecansj the reason for their
biological differences to humans, their appearance, their behavior; all
of it being explained in highly technical and intelligent articles in
fanzine after fanzine. So what glves about Maya? Why can't she have
arched eyebrows formed by balls of "fur” or a brown coloration to her
cheekbones and ears {(although I've noticed in later episodes an ab-
Sence of the brown on her ears. Ferhaps Ms. Schell had an allergy to
the makeup and had to cease having her ears painted?) or a widow's
peak? She's an alien and needs to appear so (although my one complaint
with Maya is her too=obvious British attitude but that's unavoidable
since Ms. Schell is British, I guessi). Admittedly there has been no
on-the-air explanation for why Maya looks and acts as she does or even
where or why she has that power of hers (missed *"The lMetamorph®™. Per-
haps it was explained there?) But were there ever such explanations
for why Spock looked as he did? Think about it gang! If memory serves
me correctly mention was made on occasion about his telepathy, his
eater strength, his non-emotion and adherence to logic but where was
4+ explained how he and his race camé to have pointed ears on the aci-
ual show? HNowhere, that 's where! The explanation for Spock's phys=-
{cal appearance is printed in The Making of Star Trek but it was never
explained on the show. A somewhat similar situation is developing on
Space: 1999, Bits and pleces of Maya's history (planetary, physical,
and otherwise) are cropping up on various episodes of the show just 2s
bits and pieces of Spock's history were introduced into Star Trek. But
the thing is no one who has complained about Maya's makeup has evidently




noticed that fact or has ignored it. The fact remains, though, that with-
out the various books and fanzine articles and stories later written on
the subject we wouldn't know that much more about Spock than we now know
about Maya.

And as for her "powers"-— ok, you guys, are your memorles so short
you can't even remember the Vendorian creature shown on the animated ST
episode "The Survivor” or Garth on the live-action episode "Whom Gods
Destroy”™ (and he was taught by a race in the Pederation with that abil-
{ty)! what of their ability to change their appearances? Not a peep
have I heard about them but poor Maya and Space: 1999 in general are be=-
ing lambasted! I mean, Garth's transformation were only people of vary-
ing, heights, weights, races, etc. but what of the Vendorian's ability
to become anvthing from a medi-scan table to a daflector shield? Ian't
that much more ludicrous than Naya's ability to become a bee or an ape?
bt least her abilities are regulated in that she can only become an
animated object, retain that form for an hour, and often adds a suspense-
ful moment on occasion by her inability to "break out” of the form inmeda-
iately. As to whether her powers are being used as a "cop-out®™ on the
ShOW.s..0n occasion she has been the easy way out but not that often as
to be thought of as an alternmative to any action taken on the part of the
other Alphans. If anything her powers enhance many an episode but I've
noticed that she's called upon more often for brain-action than transform-
ation-power (at least in the episodes I've been able to see) and that, in
that, she takes over for the missing ( and sadly lamented) Fror. Bergman.
But mostly I think a lot of people (my 5-year old niece and 3-year old
nethew included) view Space just to see Maya become 2a cat, dog, panther,
hawk, or what have you and rescue +he Commander just as a lot of people
onice watchad Dewisthed %c scc Samantha Stevens 22p someone, ., it's the "Gee
I wisn I could do that" faniasy we all go ihrough, 1 guess.

which brings me to the subject of Space: 1999 as mainly heavy on the
fiction and light on the science. Couldn't the same be said for Star
mrek? It too Teatured many improbable situations and creatures but who
are we to say what is improbable? We relate to Space: 1999 and Star Trek
only as twentieth-century people. How do we knecw what fantastic beings and
worlda the future will hold? At any rate, before ya tag 1999 as fantasy
and 1little else try to remember where it is occurring and when before you
condemn it, ok?

~ Well, I;ve said my piece, I guess, Thenks muchly for "listening”®
and_please, everybody, Jjust sit and watch the show and enjoy. After all,
if 211 our letters don't save the day it might not be with us much longer:
* ® &

J._L._Shevlowitz/ths3 E1 Camino Corto/La Canada, CA__ 91011 (5/23/77)

As a person trying to break into the television writing field, most
of my complaints about the show fall into the seript and plot depariment.
I had completed scripts for the show, an a ent had them, was trying to
sell them, (it helps if the agent likes SF) but, alas, the show was can=-
celled, I knew THAT as early as the beginning of February.

I disliked Year I for the simple reason that very little was intell-
jgently explained. Year II is better, but not much.

"Space Warp"---Maya is sick. From what? Why don't any of the humans
have it? Okay, it's something psculiar to her species, But Alpha, bless
{ts sole, has a sterilized, controlled atmosphere. Why didn't She gel it
before...or again? And since they tranquilized one creature, they all
should have been tranquilized. The molecules of the seditive remain in_
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the system. She can arrange her molecular gtructure, but I haven't seen
her rearranging anything else.

"The Beta Cloud"---Come on, now, writers: That was a robot, pure
and simple. With all they did to that thing should have happened. With
the vast amounts of power it was expending, it should have at leasi

.slowed down. Walking into the power cords, i+ should have shorted.
(Maybe it gets a charge out of that)

In case you haven't noticed, in almost every episode, one of two
things, sometimes both, happen. 1) Scmeone dies and/or 25 An eagle is
destroyed.

In "Space Warp®, they destroyed almost every eagle they had. Where
do they have the resources and equipment %o build so many of the things?
They sure as anything don't put in a requisition to Earth.

what about the security force? You remember them. The unfortun-
ates with the purple sleeves. Why so much security in the first place?
vhen they were a ~atallite of Earth, no one was there who shouldn't have
been. Okay, though, they're $nere. 'Wearing a purple gleeve is like
telegraphing you're ready for the great beyond. (not entirely '99. Look
at ST, The security guys got it every time) You'd think if they had
that much unneeded security, they'd at least be well trained or there'd
be a couple who Imow their job. This also explains where Tony was the
first year. He was hiding under a Iunar rock, embarrassed by the shame-
ful performance of his security forece. ¥ou notice he doesn't wear a
purple sleeve, and he's +the leader of the group. Smart boy .

After all this, why do I even bother watching the show? I watch for
the simple reason that this is one of the few cases where the series is
sreatar than the sum of the episodes. The show has the potential to be
greater than Star Trek. In every respect, hands GOWi. Aoqd thotts from
a d%ﬁ-hard ST fan, 1If you don't believe that look at the episode "Journey
to ere”.

First of all, no one died and no eagles bit the dust. It was well
constructed, well acted, well thought out. You found out, in due time,
where they were, wny they were there, now they got there, and how they
got back. It was entirely plausible. Even to the point where the act-
nal date on Earth was way past '99. In that respect, the show is more
scientifizally accurate that sm, Too bad Donald James (its writer) only
wrote one otner episode. (I might be wrong, but I think that's it.)

»The Exiles"---James's other show. Not anywhere as good as his other
effort, but it contained the single most interesting and besat scene in
the entire series. laya turns herself into Helena and plays a practical
joke on Koenlg. If the man was smart, or had a dirty mind, think what
he could do in an houTr.e.sand then plead lgnorance. The dream of almost
every married man.

Another thing I like about +his show, it's a teanm effort. In 5T,
by the second season, almost every episode centered around Kirk, Spock,
or MeCoy., Sure, they're the stars, getting paid more, let’'em earn it.
But the show became predictable and suffered. In '99, it's almost like
a repertoire corpany. Everyone gets a real good shot, often several.
"prchanon™ was Alan's, "Beta cloud™ was Tony's. "Space warp®™ was liaya's.
»Journey to Vhere® was no one's. THAT was a group effort. Wnat other
show gives the star, the lead, a few lines or writes him out completely.
There were about four episodes where Koenig had zero to maybe 2 dozen
lines. Yet in “"Devil's "oon®, he was the only main character in it.

By the way, Ms. Stear, in ComLoC %2 you mentioned how no conflict
was internal to Alph-. You would have loved one of the scripts I wrote.
No aliens, no planetfalls, no space phenomenon. The entire 60 pages,

L8 minutes, was entirely about conflicts and happenings to and among the

people of the moonbase,
. B ®
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Ted_Michael Hruschak/2602 Walbrook Ave./Cleveland, OH 44109 (5/23/77)

It's strange, but I'm already beginning to look upon 1999 as some-
thing from the past to be treasured. For me, anyway, the show has been
all but dead from "The Metamorph®™ on. Half of me is glad that this torm-
apart-and-reassembled patchwork is out of its misery, and half of me
wants to put the Year 1 episodes on a pedestal and leave Year 2, as Doug
Roberts (Paul Newman) puts it in "The Towering Infernal®, as a "sort of
shrine to all the bullshit in the world.™ 'Wwhen I think of how far down
the show has come from two years ago, when it was brought forth with
great ballyhoo and awaited with anticipation...aargh! But I mow I would
not want the show to go on in a Year 2 vein. At least now, half the
episodes are Year 1 style and half Year 2 style. Can you imagine going
on in a Year 2 vein for znother four years or so? We'd never live it
dovn. I know that during Year 1 it was at least respectable to talk
about Space: 1999 to non=-science fiction fans, but after Year 2, if you
pention 1999, all you seem to get is a queer look or the question, "You
watch that---=?" 5o maybe it's good it's over. It was hurting us.

Has anybody but me noticed that ITC, with its typical ineptitude,
has fouled up the timings on the Space: 1999 record aldbum? I timed then
myself, and not only are they off by thirty seconds or more, but there
are four seperate songs that are jumbled onto one band on side one and
given the single title, "Collision Course”. Also interesting is the fact
that the timings on the record itself and cn the album cover don't even
coincide, wWell, what do you expect from people who don't even answer
letters that fans send to their corporation? To correct this error, I
have timed the selections myself, excluding the formless interludes that
cone between wost of the salecticnz, ond the resl timings are as follows:

SELECTION JACKET RECORD ACTUAL
TITLE TIMING TINING TIMING
Theme from Spaces 1999 1158 2101 1:38
Ereakaway 1:26 1:23 0:58
War Games 2:&1 E:aﬁ 2124
Death's Other Dominion 2145 2142 2115
Dragon's Domain 1:42 1:40 1:16
Colliscn Course (part 1) ———— ———— 1:07
Collison Course (part 2) - ——— 1:02
Collison Course (part 3) ———— ———— 1:46
Theme from Space: 1999 ———— ———— 0130

(Collison Course, parts
l, 2, and 3, and Thenme
from Space: 1999, collec= °

tively 4130 5159 4130
Theme from Space: 1999 1:45 1:45 1107
Mission of the Darians 1:1& 1:1 1:10
Black Sun 3 3:l 2:43
End of Eternity 1116 1s16 0:59
A Matter of Life and Death 2147 1:47 1:06
Barthbound (Earth Sound) 2:01 2:01 1:43
The TLast Sunset _——— B 3116
Theme from Space: 1999 -———— ——— 0130

(The Last Sunset and Theme
from Space: 1999, collec-
tively) 0134 Loll Jelt6

Several people who wrote in to ComLoC #2 brought up a very valid
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point, and that's that Maya's powers are an easy cop=-out. Several times
r during the second season, there was absolutely no way someone could have
| been saved if Maya hadn't been there. It makes you wonder how Alpha
survived during the first season at all, when there was no Maya., Or do
they have disasters that only Maya can solve only during certain years?

Would somebody please explain to me why Alan Carter is so popular?
Granted, he's one of the few good characterizatiions left. But all he
does is fly eagles and occasionally jump on bad guys. What's so great
about that? Do the female members of the audience find him terribly
sexy, or what? Somebody explain it to me. I've never seen vievers go
go inexplicably bonkers before.

Star Trek fans have a common %title: trekkies or trekkers, depending
on your preferences, iIsn't it time we had a common title, too? How
about Spacers or Alphans, or my favorite, 199%ers?

Chuck wondered in ComLoC #2 whether there was any place in America
where Space: 1999 had naver been pre-empted for speris or specials, The
snswer is yes. Cleveland's WUAR-TV (channel 43) has shown it every week
solid since September of 1975. I suppose I should consider myself lucky,
but when I see things like "The Beta Cloub" re-runs scheduled, I start
wondering how long it will be until the next special.

In ComloC #2 my good friend lfona Delitsky expressed her extreme dis-
pleasure with the end of the episode "The Beta Cloud", where she felt
Tony's denying his love for laya was egocentric and chauvinistic. Look=
ing at Tony from a mzle's point of view, I don't exactly see it that way.
Many males, Tony included, have an abject fear of seeming kind or gentle
+0 women. They are embarrassed to drop the "hard man" pose. The only
reason Tony did it in "The Beta Cloud™ was because he thought he was
going to die, and before he did he wanted Naya to lnow that he loved
her, When he found_out he was going.to live, of gourse, he decided he
couldn't bear lMaya having seen nim in a presumably tender moment, so he
"saved face" by denying his love for her. I see this resulting from a
basiec insecurity, not from ego or chzuvinism, although that last line,
"Wwell, what do you know? She's really crazy about mel® was going a bit
400 far. (Unless Tony is so dumb that he really thought up to that point
that she didn't lo¥e him, too. And that's realfy dumb?)

1'd like to thank Chuck for printing that letter from Gerry Andersan
in ComToC #2. It was touching, and I really feel sorry for Gerry. His
dream has just gone down the tube, and there's nothing he can do about
¢, I am 2lso angered to read in his letter that ITC toock a long time
deciding whether to even make a Year 2 or not. Last year in Variety,
the Hollywood trade paper, I read a four-page ad taken out by ITC pro-
claming, DECIDING ON A SECOND SEASON FOR SPACE: 1999 WAS THE EASIEST
DECISION WETVE EVER HAD TO MAKE'! What bullshitters! (I'm sorry, I
ecan't think of 2 cleaner term that expresses the same idea.)

Finally, I'd like to say that with Space: 1999 to depart soon, I'm
working on my own pilot for a science fiction series, a variation on the

hildhood's End theme. I plan to send copies to friends for evaluation,
and if it's good maybe we can get behind it and push for a series. But
it doesn't have to my seript. I hope there are other people out there
working on their own stories, and if they're good, let's all get behind
them. Between us, we've got to come up with something. After all, we

can't leave the science fiction void unfilled, can we?
 #®

Ingrid_Naack/30 _W. Edsall Blvd/Palisades Park, NJ_ 07630 (5/31/77)

- =T ———— T o o  ——— = —

First thing I want to do is complain about all those peopls who say




¢/ that Maya's molecular powers are only used as a fast get away plan, No

f one has bothered to mention "All That Glisters™, where Maya almost became
a2 part of a rock (literally) if John hadn't been there to fire the laser
and in "The Rules of Luton", the bird Maya changed into was put in a cage
by the alien. A one hour time limit to be able to stay in a certain form
is a little too close for me!

- I may as well stay on the subject of Maya. She is the best thing

that ever happened to Space. I think the fact that as an alien--with
her molecular change ability--she becomes the Alphan's science officer
interesting. Even though she is a new character, she is one of the best
developed %this is helped by the superb acting of Catherine Schell).
Maya has shown every trait: courage, loyalty, emotions, and humor. Wish
the writers would wake up and work on the other main characters now!

I_.do miss Anton Phillips as Bob Mathias {from Year 1. He was a fav-
orite of mine, and I think a lot could have been done with his character.

To me the best all around episode of either yezr has been "The Test-
ament of Arkadia". The story of the dead aliens wanting Luke Farrow and
Anna Davis to rebuild their worid is beautiful (some people on earth
should get that message!). That episode rates as one of the best
science fiction stories I've ever seen.

"The Beta Cloud®™ was good from year two. I liked th3 fact that John
and Helena aren't needed for everything. It also really brought out the
feelings of Maya and Tony. I think in ComloC #2, Pam Backett had a good
idea-==they should have thrown some of Tony's beer at the creature! If
anything would have stopped it, that would.

"The Rules of Luton"---another favorite of mine. Great scenes be-
twsen Maya and John. You get to learn more about how things were on
Maya's planst Tsychon, and how she Teels about ithings. This show
brought out the close tie between Mayi and John,

* &

Roge_Stanley/Box_1572/Jesper, Alberta/Canada TOE 1E0__(6/1/77)

The following is in regard to a recent letter I read from Mr. Ted
Hruschak in ComleC #2. My only guess is that he wasn't paying too close
attention to what was going on. For one thing, what do you usmally c=z1l
someone you've never met? Why of course, Mr., lrs., Miss, or sometimes
Ma. So whats the matter with "Mr. Carter™? Maybe they never met before.
How about that, hmm?

Another thing, I just got word from Tony Verdeschi. It seems he
also read the letter and immeadiately popped a gasket. He wants you
to mow that he is not brave and certainly not fearless, Did you ever
see anyone brave and fearless run like he did. in "The Beta Cloud"? He
also says that he is not an astronaut. An astronaut on the moon is one
like Alan Carter. Tony is the head of Security. So there!

One last question Mr. Hruschak. At the risk of seeming totally and
irrepairably ignorant, who is Stanley Kubrick? And what is so funny

about “Space Warp"?
R

. Denna Lotze/76 Elizabeth Ave./Dryden, Ontario/Canada _(6/1/77)

I enjoyed reading ComloC #2 even more than #1 but there was one
letter this kid ain't gonna let go undiscussed., That was the letter by
Richard Robinson,

In regard to Maya he said "of course her makeup looks stupid". I

don't think so. She did a lot for the second season. I think her make-
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up looks great., She's supposed to be an alien--Maya, NOT a woman from
Earth--Catherine Schell. What do you want to see?

He said "some of Space is above the intelligence of the average
American®, I guess that means we, Canadians, are smarter, right Viv?
Sorry about that all you Americans but he walked right into that one
with his eyes open.

He went on to say "but just right for the average SF fan, because
SF fans are smarter people than non-SF fans®. I happen to be a non-SF
fan, in fact if I hadn't seen Nick Tate (ilan Carter) I probably wouldn't
be hooked on 1999 today. But, I find Space: 1999 very easy to under-
stand and I love the show. (And by the way, I don't watich re-runs of
"Gunsmoke™ or "The Beverly Hillbillies".)

He also said "how could all these die-hard, Trek-hating Space fans
have something in common with Trek?"™ PFirst of all, I Xmow nothing of
the love=-sick Spokkies but I think Alan is the greatest character there
i3 and if that means I have something in common with Trek, thati's fine
with me but I see no other parallels, Secondly, where did you hear
that Space fans hate Trek? I always thought it was the other way around,
Trek fans hate Space: 1999. 1I've never heard of any 1999 fans hating
Trek! I don't hate Trek and if we could get it here in Dryden, 1'd
watch 1t regularly.

That covers everything I wanted to say except: Pam ((Pam Beckett,
ComLoC #2)), Tony didn't call Alan a "crazy kangaroo®. He called him a
*dumb, blind kangarco". Same difference though, he still doesn't deserve

no Easter basket.
* # ®

Liss Putmen/U13 circle Ave,/Pskoma Park, WD 20012 (6/7/72)

The second after reading ComLoC #2, I composed a letter in the heat
of my fury. This previous letter was filled with criticisma of 1999 of
both eeasons, but now I realize we don't need any more of that. We fans
are hard pressed as it i= with the impending end of our favorite series
close at hand, without this constant picking apart of aspects of Space.
So I'll do something different and respond to each of you guys that said
your piece in ComloC #2.

- Re Yivian Stanley: Bravo! Space: 1999 isn't half as bad as people
make it out to be. If only they'd stop for a minute and try thinking
for a change, insted of just watching the picture go by.

Re Jeff Johnston: This is onething that makes 1999 attractive to me-
it's overall newness,

Since 1999 is still current, practically nothing has had a chance o
be worn into the ground yet.

God, it's refreshing breaking new ground:

Re Kathy Stear: I really enjoyed you attitude. A few could learn
from you by not condemning an entire year of shows just because partic-
ular aspects don't appeal to them.

Re Richard Robinson: Since I am by nature, a nitpicker, 1'll firstly
say that Spock's eyebrows are not "pointed™ at all, but arched.

You are entitled to your opinions but I'm not sure I enjoy what you're
{mplying. What you appsar to have said is that Space could never be any
threat to Star Trek because it's obviously inferior. Well, keep your
opinion, but I feel they're different and one can't be a threat to the
other because it's like comparing apples and oranges.

Why should you miss Space? It's not dead yet, not by a long shot.

Re Pam Beckett: Hmm», I agree with your opinion of "Seeds of Destruc-
tion" somewhat (anyway, Tony called Alan a "dumb, blind kangaroo"),
partially with *The Taybor™ (it was supposedly comedy and although Taybor
was revolting, the rest of the episode was rather cute--especially that




tag, For shame, Helena! To act like that in Command Center}), and vague-
1y with "The Lambda Pactor® (Martin did a great job but it seemed a bit
silly to me. Cosmic winds always did crack me up.)

All right everyone! Write to ABC to get them to pick up 1999. They
are already interested and if we put pressure on 'em, they'll give in
without a struggle. :

Re Virginia Walker: I'm beginning to think that the rabid anii-
Space Trekkers (or should I say Trekkies?) are a small section of the
entirety of Trekdom. You needn't lose hope entirely. I think some are
beginning to see the light.

About the missing links between the seasons, I know the perfect
place to find them. Deborah Walsh's zine Catch the Final Sunrise! prom-
ises to do the job of tying the seasons together fantastically. Try it
you might like it!

About Alan's location during "Rules of Iuton®™, where was he during
"New Adam, New Eve"™ or "The Taybor", or "A Matter of Balance"? Or for
that matter, where was everyone during "Devil's Planet"?

Re Ted Kruschak: To even think that Space: 1999 was "way below™ the
quality of "Lost in Space®™ in either first or second season is equal to
a criminal offanse.

I come to the ultimate conclusion that you would prefer "aliens® to
be human to be accepiable to your taste., I refer specifically to Naya's
so called unbelievability, her "assinine makeup®™, her “"powers” (origin-
ating from "comicsbockville®, I believe?) and Spock's "mindreading and
pon farr stuff”. Take all this away and what do you have? Right, people
basically 1ike us. I like to think that an extraterrestrial would have
developed differently than us, at least in some way. It's this differ-
erice that mzkes the characters of Mava and Spock interesting, I can only
feel sorry for you if you can't accept “"alien™ aliens,

Tony Yerdeschi is so far from bland, the application of this term is
Jaughable. Most of the complaints I've heard are that he's not *bland*
enough. As for a sterotype of a brave, fearless astronaut, well, he
certainly is far from alone in that, Everyone on that base and everyone
on any action/adventure series has the same characteristics. Whail do
you want him to be~--chicken?

Alan is now referred to as "Mister" Carter because his second season
rank is First Flight Lieutenant (supposedly a promotion). Lieutenants
are called "Mister™ in military service.

I have a few comments to make about your criticisms of the Year 2
episodes you listed,...Rer "The Seance Spectre”-There may have been "very
1ittle seance and no spescire”, but as for instance, I couldn't find a
serap of bread or an evidence of a circus in ST's "Eread and Circuses®.
Re: "The Lambda Factor™-If Sally Martin was ripped off from "Starsky
and Hutch", it's almost doubtless that villian was ripped off another
villian, who was ripped off from another villian, who was ripped off from
another villian,..,.ad infinitum. Re: "Seeds of Destruction®"-Don't pat
yourself on the back. I also guessed the bit about Koenig's hairline 55
minutes before anyone else on Alpha did, but that minor irritant didn't
prevent me from paying attention to the rest of the show. Re: "Bringers
of Wonder®-Even "Collison Course”'s outcome was not sufficent to make
John Koenig Alpha's local equvilent of God. After seeing John's wildly
contrary and irrational behavior. I can't say I would have believed him
either, oracle or not. And if my long-lost friends or family were stand-
ing there in front of me, I would want so much for them to be real that
all logic would escape me.

Let's face it. Year 2 had intrisulng plots, terrific acting befitting
the characters they portrayed and excellent music (often quite touching
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and fitting the scene to perfection). The only way to look at Year 2
(as well as Year 1) is with an open mind; without prejudice. The plots
are rarely melodramatic, and do not befit any other show except the one
they were created for (whao ever said Freiberger's shows are pretending
to be art? Honestly now, what show on TV (besides the FBES stuff) is
art, anyway? Neither the actors nor the characters overact and the musie
fits the show so well, it blends in, heightening the effect of whatever
scene it's in.

As far as I'm concerned Pred Freiberger has humanized Space: 1999.
I will always be a Year 2 fan and will be for any of the others (if,
*#sigh®*, there are any).

Re Mona Delitsky: I get this feeling you watch all SF TV shows to
pick over their scientific backgrounds. You must be dissappointed then
for every single one has at least one scientific inaccuracy, and most
have serveral. But I tend to take aven the most obvious with a grain of
ealt (as well as a smidge of teeth-grittingz) and reguard it as use of
dramatic license.

what is it with you "Beta Cloud"™ haters anyway? I really liked -
+his show.

0kay, I grant that Tony Verdeschi is immature, but who can ever
claim to be completely matured? I love this character for his failings
(I get so bored with perfect angels who cna do no wrong and the horren=-
dously evil villains. No one is completely one way or the other; most
are in the middle) as well as for his good characteristics which every-
one seems to ignore, -

Re Kathy Lynn Higley: I used to be in your situation. Ny local
station took 1999 off altogether for a while and although another sta-
tion showed it, I got lousey reception off the station and go out the
nights it's on, Iuckily though, it came back on my local station re-
cently (whew, now I can tape!T

I can only racommend that if the situation persists that you take
solace in the beok series (even though the series by Micheal Butter-
worth is very often quite lacking), listen to someone else's fapes or
try to be content with word of mouth. Hope the problem can be resolved
in one way or another,

Now that I've alienated a goodly portion of this 2zine's readers,

I'll take my leave,
#+ % #

Sandi Neechi/73 Campbell St./Fall River, MA_ 02723 _(6/7/17)
First of all, I am a Trekker (NOT a Trekkie; Ghu how I hate that
term!) and an ardent SF fan and fantasy fan. But I'm not a strong '99
fan., I thought you people should know all that. OCnward ho... In 1975
when I first heard about a new SF series coming to the tube, I was
ecstatie! Finally, some smart bigwig got the brains to do an SF series
(1'd seen "The Starlost” and, even tho my foolishly naive mind enjoyed
it, I was still disappointed with it). When the first episode was
aired at last, my expectations did not suffer. Sure, they were dented
in a few places, but I did enjoy the show. The acting did need (and
still does) help and so did the scientific aspects (!) but the episodes
had meaning, There wasn't too much emotion on the part of the characters
but this was compensated for by the overall plots. ((An aside: tho a lot
of the episodes were silly, most of them were handled so well I could
overlook the inanities)) My respect for Gerry and Sylvia Anderson was
great indeed, and when I had first heard that they were to be in charge,
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T shouted one big HOORAY! Two episodes that moved me the most: "Collison
Course” (fantastic, terrific, excellent, superb, wonderful, etc., ete.)
and "Earthbound”, tho not because of the story itself. The former's plot
was fascinating, gripping, intriguing--I WANTED MORE:?! The latter 's
plot was mediocre in itself. What touched me so deeply was the char-
acter of the unforgettable Captain Zantor, more-than-ably portrayed by
Christopher Lee. His character held the entire episode togethere. 1

had visions of writing some stories around him and his people, My head
was spinning---he was great!!! One thing that struck me immedistely,
however, about Space: %999 was the overall ominous, depressing, air of
doom; even the music! I liked the seriousness which it had but there's

a difference between serious and grim. That was the only major flaw I
found (there were a few minor points) with '99 and I was overjoyed when

I learned it would be back for a 2nd season. I also learned improvements
were to be made and I became even more hopeful., I realized the Ander-
son's were trying to improve their product even tho it had met with a
good amount of success.

HOWEVER, the Bombshell came when I heard WHO the new addition to the
staff was going to be and WHO would be in charge of the improvementsg
FRED FREIBERGER! That, to me, was more ominous than all of '99's first
season! I felt as if Gerry anderson had gone mad! Because of this .
pseudo-SF-producer, Star Trek reached such indignities that I never
thought possible. And now Space: 1999 would suffer. God help us all}

pon seeing the first episode, the "improvements" came at me like
a ceaseless rush of wind. One of the more pleasing aspects of the .show,
the character of Victor Bergman, was gone. The man displayed character,
strength, warmth, compassion. Freiberger is not to be blamed for this,
T know, Barry rorse chose to leave on his own. A pity.

I grested the addiilon of the resident alien with cautious deiignt
(if that is possible), I'd seen Catherine Schell in "The Return of the
Pink Fanther" and enjoyed her immensely. I do like her portrayal of
Maya. Her make-up has never really bothered me (except for the painfully
fake additions to the hair on her cheeks). I've always thought that her
eyebrows look like peas cut in half but that's just my wandering mind.
She's really never been a source of irritation to me. Of course, I
knew what Freiberger was thinking of: "Aha, Star Trek has a résident alien
so why not Space: 1999?" But I do like lMaya. Throughout the episodes
I've seen her many different sides=-she's extremely interesting and well-
played but T00 LI¥ITED.!! The other changes: the new guy, Tony Verdeschi
("bland® is all I can say of him except that he's an IMCP); the new out-
f£its (I thought the unisex outfits in the lst season were very good and
appropriate--women should be comfortzble in their jobs and should wear
clothes that are more maneuverable-~-this has always irked me concerning
ST's female's uniforms); the Command Center (too crampt, 1 think) a2nd the
lessening of Alan Carter's role (totally unfair and unnecessary--he was
2nd only to Bergman, being a three-dimensional character). AND ALL THIS
WwITHOUT EYPLANATION®!! AARRGGHH!! And of course, Freiberger brought
along his quaint method of story-telling. All he wants is a neat and
compact little ditty (danger/crisis—heroes and enemy doing battle—evil
villain destroyed; with very little extra thrown in) to tell with no de=-
viations from ithe norm. AND NO CARING FOR HIS WORK: There are only
two episodes in ST's third season that escaped Freiberger's maligning
hands: "Is There In Truth No Beauty?" and "Reguiem for Kethuselah." How
they turned out to be beautiful masterpieces like they are, I'll never
¥now. Somebody up there (The Great Bird, Ghu, or Foo Foo--or maybe all
three) is obviously watching. One episode in '99's second season that’




was the WORST JUNK I've ever seen v-s "The A B Chrysalis®™. It was sg
eliched! Not to mention ridiculous and pointless and a total waste of
time.. Balls bouncing every whichaway, 3 obviously intelligent aliens
elaiming "it's logical to destroy Alpha” (I can just see Spock stifle
a eringe) and the Almighty Koenig preaching his gospel (he's obviously
a decendant of Kifk's--the initlals are right). I couldn't belleve
such worthless crap would appear on TV, CRUD:I::

But one beautiful episode was "Juurna¥ to Where®. I LOVED this
episode because (1) I'm a history buff, (2) the acting was unsurpassed,
and (3) the suspense was killing me! What a thriller:

Season Two is all "Zap 'em up” (to quote a friend of mine who calls
Freiberger "Nr. gap='em=-up®) All there 1s is EiElEEEE (I'm a staunch
pacifiet). Oh, and if I see oné moIe BEM, I'11 S-C-R-E-A=Mii: 1 knew
Freddy would take advantage of Maya's power to do what he loves: show
us his infantile ideas of what SF is all about (which is ray guns, and
lots of million eyed, thousand-tentacled creepies with shaggy halr
thrown in for good measure) COne monster in a few episodes is enuf but
2 or 3 in every other episode??? The episode in which Maya got sick
was the perfect oppotunity Freddy mist have faunched for and which
he probably planned for: to show as many BEl's as possible in one ep-
§sode., Anyone can design a grotesque monster with evil intentions
("Bringers of Wonder” was the limit--at least for me. And it had tao
be stretched out to TWO parts! Ught)

I'11 concede that Freiberger has brought some semblance of char-
acterization. 1I'11 certainly give him credit for that. But all we
see (mostly) is romance--hardly any caring, any compassion, any warmth.
Romance is NOT enufi I'm sure ail of you out there think that I'm be-
ing.a hypotrite, watching Season mwo and yet criticizing it, Well, I'm
the most optimistic (and just as pessimistic) person I kmow. I kept
hoping for at least one gem among all the sour apples (and I got it in
"Journey to Where"). I kepi hoping for some remnant of Season One's
dignity. I got it in a few places but it wasn't enuf.

Oh, yes, this whole Anti-1999 movement in Trekdom makes me sick
and ashamed to be a Trekker: Ditto on Virginia Walker's remarks con=
cerning the IDIC in ish #2. what are we? People who like high ideals
but don't practice them? That is the ultimate in hypoerisyi! And as
for this Anti-Trek movement in Spacedom, it's even worse than what the
Trekkers are trying to do because you're behaving just like the people
who are putting you down, yaur counterparts in Trekdom. Two wrongs do
not make a right. There is absolutely NO excuse for such childish be-
havior: One can disagree but one has no right to belittle arother's
opinions. And it makes Trekkers who are also Spacers, afraid to admit
it! C'mon, we all believe in the same thing: a better future for Man-
kind whose ultimate destiny is to reach the stars and to meef his
brothers in space. But we can*t truly believe in such goals if we our-
selves refuse to put trivial differences agide. -

Re Kathy Stear's letter. There is no reason why Maya would lose
her powers as she gets further and further from her planet. Fsychons
are born with the power of transforming themselves into other living
things., Humans are born with some measure of ESP===-would this gift
diminish if some astronaut were to travel to Alpha Centauri?

Re Pam Beckett's statement concerning "Journey to Where™: "After
watching this episode, I dare anyone tell me that Space: 1999 isn't
superb:™ Well, Pam, one episode doesn't make a TV show superb. No
show is superb, Star Trek wasn't and Space: 1999 isn't.
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Virginia Walker mentions some '99 fen. doing fiction. YES, YES, by all
means!!! There are some hopeless flaws with Second Season. And it
makes me very sad cause '99 has the greatest potentlial to be a sensation-
al show! ~TI had such great hopes for it in Season One and I've become
go disappointed. Fanfic could do a lot of good--we could get some really
- great zines going. I see by the zine review section that there are a
- few around already. I hope there'll be a Season Three and that ABC
picks it up. By the way, ABC was the only network of the Big Three
who mentioned that it was the Star Trek fan who wrote in to name the
shuttle the Enterprise., ABC seems to be the best bet., I hope Spacedom
survives even if there isn't a 3rd season. We could get some great
fanfic going. L

Ted Hruschak mentioned one of my pet peeves. Alan is constantly
being referred to as "Mister Carter™: The guy has a rank, dammit?! It's
Captain, if memory serves (I hope I'm right or I'll have a lot of nasty
words from Pam in her next letter. I like him too, Pam) .

One gross flaw is the scientific and technical errors: God in
Heaven, good science fiction must have a measure of good science, that
is, respect for science! This is one of Doc Asimov's very own preciaes
for writing SF. A SF series or book cannot continue gracefully without
it! Why can't Freddy get some technical advisor? Why doesn't he use
some of the money they have in the special effects treasury and spend
it on good writers and good science?? Good God, they must think we're
a bunch of blithering idiots!i!

Mona Delitsky said that they should let Landau dominate more as he
should. Well, she®s a fan of his and she's got every right. But, as
for me, I can just about tolerate his presence in every episode, every
scene, every word, every syllable: The man (Koenig) thinks he's Ged
a?d hi's trying to prove it while unwittingly making a total ass of
himself.

In closing this monstrosity of a letter, I would like to say that
if I've offended anyone, I'm sorry. I don't mean to. I guess I just
get out of hand sometimes. I like 'g9's premise. 1 can overlook the
scientific discrepancy of the moon being blasted out of Earth's orbit
because the idea of 300 people who are totally defenseless is an ex-
cellent premise and a great outlet for stories. Season One wWas a gem.
Season Two was disappointing. Anyway, just believe that we can all have
different preferences and peacefully coexist enjoying each other's
tastes. IDIC, folks.

P.S.: One thing I forgot to mention; why is it that when Helena
gives the status report, she mentlons a quadrant (like "Fourth Quadrant™)?
The Alphans lnow nothing of locations in space. They haven't mapped any
systems in the galaxy. Ah, Freddy.-;.

* B

Well, second season has come and gone. And we fans are left with
our memories and reruns--if we're lucky. But, happily, as long as
there are devoied fans, Space: 1999 need not go the way of most of»
its TV counterparts--that is to say, into oblivion, I'm really very
encouraged to see a growing Space: 1999 fandom with the resultant
clubs and fanzines. Everyone's favorite characters will continue to
occupy the moonbase experiencing danger, romance, adventure, or comic
situations as long as some fan is willing to write those stories. It's
sort of comforting to know that Space: 1999 need not disappear or that
certain familiar Alphans need not die (or whatever) if the writers
don't wish 1it.
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Maybe there'll even be enough {nterest some day that there'll °-:
convenhions. Now that's somethin I'd love to see. Maybe something
along the line of SeKWester*Con {?ED: For those of you who don't know
about SeKwWester*Con it is a small strictly fan run,fan oriented ST
convention that is geared towards diseussion; communication, and asso=
ciation between fans about fan related matters.)). Speaking of which...
I was there in Kalamazoo Memorial Day Wweekend. And out of 200 or so
hardcore Star Trek fans there were a whole six or seven of us who weren't
afraid to admit that we like Soace: 1999. It was a gas. I met Mona
Delitsky face to face after wr.ting letters to her all these many months.
She proceeded to introduce me %o Marty Siegrist who has illos in most
Space: 1999 zines. I was able to.gzet the latest progress report on .
the Landau-Bain fan club from ?irg?nia Walker's own lips. And last,
but not least, I paid an exorbitant sum at the art auction for a Joni
wagner drawing of laya (yes, the same Joni Wagner that has been draw=
ing so many beautiful pictures of the Star Trek characters). ..Joni had
+three Space illos at the auction was fast and furious on all of them.
which tends to make me think that there were, in fact, more than the .
six of us that I thought were there. Closel Spacers. Anyhow, it was
fun. It was like an itsy-bitsy convention.

So to all you readers and writers, artists, subscribers, and edi-

tors I say "Right oni"™ (or should that be *write on"?)
% ® ®

Phyl Proctor/67 Francis
(6/10/717)

Right you guys out there, I'm about fed up with all this frietion
and wrangling over Space. We got o the point now where there are four
groups, all Space: 1999 fnas and all at each others throats. The
groups seem to be, Alan fans, Tony fans, Year one fans and Year two
fans, For goodness sake, we all 1ike the same show you know. Let's
take it one at a time.

Alan fans, I'm an Alan fan too. Okay, SO it seems to us that
Alan doesn't get a fair deal in season two. HE DOES. He may not be In
it so often, but at least when he is in it he gets something sensible to
say and do., We're just seeing series one now and Alan's in everyone,
but half the time he's just in the background or fooling around in an ..
Eagle., The Alan fans think Tony took work off him. I don't agree,
but I do think he took workoff Martin Landau. What about "Beta Cloud"™?.
Tony and Alan ran Alpha while Koenig was in sick-bay. 1've yet to hear

Landau complain about that. HNick Tate said at our convention that he
any Tony got on well, so if Nick doesn't mind, who are we to complain?
It's his job.

Tony fans seem sensible enough. I've yet to hear one complain be-
cause Koenig was on the planet in mRules of Iuton®", when the script
called for Tony. In fact it seems only to be the Alan fans who complain
about that anyway. MNaybe it's because Alan has a tendacy toward bellig-
erance, we Ppick it up.

Now the Season fans. Both seasons were 30 different as to be al-
most a different shows, BUT, both seasons have merit of their own and
both seasons are part and parcel of Space: 1999. Personally if I had
to live, probably for the next 50 or 60 years on Alpha, I'd rather do
it on season two's more homely base, than on season one's open, cold,
and clinical base. It's fine as a military base and with crew golng
home on leave every so often, but as a permanent home it's just too
cheerless. The human spirit just ecouldn't survive under totally clin-
jcal, military conditions on a permanent basis.

Road/Acocks_Green, Birmingham, B27 6LT England
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Getting back to Tony and Alan. Tony Anholt was an out of work
actor, he was offered work and naturally took it. No matter what he
thought of the situation, and he may not have liked it, he cannot be
blamed for not arguing with the producer and director. I've been in
the position of being given someone else's job whlle they got demoted
and believe me I took the job and didn't argue. It's a nasty position
to be in, but you have to work to live.

At the moment the networks are trying to declide whether to encour=-
age series three. I believe ABC is very interested, They're golng to
think how can we possibly really be fans and possibly know what we
want, when we don't even agree among ourselves? It's time to put away
our petty differences, put up a united front and stand up to them. No
army can fight on two fronts at once and that's just what we're doing,
fighting them and fighting each other, How can we expect to win.

I know this is strong stuff and I expect it to make me unpopular
with those who are enjoying our civil war, but I have %o say 1%, it’s
true and if you think seriously about it, you'll see it is. So save

your energy for the networks.
* B »

Pam_Beckett/64 West South St./iniontown, PA_ 13401 _(6/2/77)
Greetings from the mouth of Alpha! Well, it's time for me to show

how I got to be assistant editor of this hallowed publication....by

being so dumb that Chuck had to pull me in off the streets! Right,

oh great editor? :

"The Exiles"--An episode not without its merits. First, it showed

our merry little band of Alphans being less than verfect and making a
really stupid mistake--opening the cylinder Cantar was in and nearly
killing him, Second, it kept within the bounds of good sense by having
Koenig remain suspiclious of Cantar and Zova and not giving them the
keys to Alpha. Another very good part was the scene when Helena was in
her quarters sculpting; more of this--showing off-duty activities~=-
should be encouraged. After all, the good doctor can't go around saving
the universe all tne time, can she? Welcome was the scene when Maya
turned into "Helena™ and both of them confronted Koenig; without much
fuss this demonstrated the "new” humor in Year Two and hinted that

Maya was going to be pretty interesting to have around, The climax

was built up to nicely and came as a surprise to me (by this time I

had completely forgotten Doc's line about the protective membrane).
See, world, I can like an episode that Nick is not ini

"One Moment of Humanity"=--Aside from a purely personal dislike for
Zahara, I thought this eplsode was pretty good. With all due respect
for the actress, Miss Whitehall, her voice really turned me off, Every
time she spoke I was reminded of Vince Lombardi (Explanation for non-
football types: her volce came across to me as being VERY strong and
commanding, therefore the reference to a football coach. 5till with
me?) What is this fetish of somebody's about sticking Helena and Tony
together? Miss Bain is a lovely person and a thorough professional...
but let's be serious., She looks much too much older than Tomy, and
this distracts from whatever plot is going. I enjoyed the concept and
thought it well-coneceiwed. You could almost physically feel the lone=-
liness and ensuing fear of Helana and Tony as they were duped into be=-
lieving they were alone on the "real”™ Alpha. Tony's acting was sultably
rastrained and appropriate---so all you twerps reading this who crit-
jcize him either shut up or go out and do any better than he does!
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However...the »geduction dance (?)" between Zarl and Helena was almost
pathetically funny. Somebody goofed, gang. But the ending, with Zarl's
1ine that came across with just the right feeling and not a bit like

a cliche, made up for the 1udiocracy. Notice I did not rave over Nick...
are you proud of me Richard Robinson?

"All That Glisters"--will somebody remind the Alphans that diamonds are
a girl's best friend, not rocks? Ahem. Dave Reilly was an enigmaj

one moment you were just positive he was all out for himself and the
next moment you were equally as positive that a greater Alphan never
1ived, But a bit of selfishness did seep through (but don't feal bad,
Davy--nobody's perfect. Ask Chuck:). I think all my initial resent

of Tony Anholt vanished when I saw him Sso incapacitated by the power

of the rocks. My heart went out to him as much as it would %o Nick
under the same situation (well, not quite as miches.but you get my mean-
ing). Maya disappointed me greatly. All right, if someone you loved
dearly was suddenly near death, don't you think you'd get a bit hot

and bothered? Scientific detachment and professionalism is one thing,
but her non-reaction to Tony's predicament was surprising. I hope the
ending stands as evidence to all those who claim that Year Two Alphans
have turned into gun-happy selfish cowards. Those blasted rocks darned
near killed them, yet the explanation of gelf-preservation and need was
realized and a way to end their plight was found. Nice people, these
Alphans, And I will make only one comment about Alan; the friendship
and committment between him and Koenig was accentuated by the fact that
he never left Koenig's side throughout, Like I said, nice people.

*The Immunity Synﬁrome'--uualification to my opinion of this episode.
when I saw it I had not seen Nick for three weeks (due to work sched-
ule and pilacement of episodes without Mick). Scass.l laved this onel
Really, I got so involved that I repeatedly found myself holding my
breath (and getting the strangest looks from my mother:). First and
foremost, applause, applause for not taking all of the "first team"”
down on tne reconnisance party. Bugs me when down to God-only-Knows
what danger go the Commander, Security officer, Chief Medical officer,
Science Officer, and Chief Eagle Pilot (Trek had a habit of doing that
toos it's called 'gat-all-tﬁe-stars-in-sa-tha-agents-and-the-netwnrk—
will-be-happy-and-we'11-get-good-ratings") Spent half The episode

with fogged up glasses (nhappens when I cry)---1 got so upset when

Tony was hurt...l got so upset when Alan and Koenig's Eagle purst into
flames and crash-landed (Freiberger's tried everything else, S0 now
he's going to barbeque Nick:)+s.and the scenes between Koenig/Tony and -
later Tony/Maya were quite touching. (okay Maya, you made up for "A1l
That Glisters") Felt like cheering when Maya and Helena flew the glider
doyn to the planel; about time they do something other than read scan-
ners and give shots. The last part was reminicent of one of my favorite
Trek episodes, so I enjoyed it wvery well.

"Dorzak™=-The most interesting thing to this episode was the reaction

of Maya to the appearance of another living Psychon. My first reaction
was that she was out-of-character in her joy over and defence of Dorzaks
however, second thoughts made me realize that, put in the same situation,
T would act the same way. I mean, friends and lover is all well and
good, but home is home., Dorzak was nicely evil...sort of reminded me

of a vampire. And Sahala grew on you. At first, when she zapped Maya
for no reason, she seemed like your average nasty alien person. Later,
you realized that she had cause for_her action, wrong though 1t was. 1°
1iked liked her...and didn't even mind when Alan kissed her, Yes, my
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friends, I was not consumed by the green-eyed monster) I appreciated the
kiss for what it was: the end to a relationship-that-might-have-been.
But waﬂn.tpiltha-nk God.-”

mThe Dorcons®--I saw this one right after *"Dorzak™---what is this, open
season on Maya? Fred got a new target! (Watch it FF, this lady can
bite baek,..in more ways than one') Catherine Schell did possibly her
pest acting this season in this episode. Naya's fear and anxiety was
shown without reliance on hystronics. A moving scene was the one when
Maya begged Helena to shoot her (for a minute I thought she was going
to%). Loved it when Tony smashed the crewmember who wanted them to
give Naya up. Ah, loyalty! Many turns to the plot. First I thought
the Dorcon heir-apparent was going 1o jet Koenig rescue Maya out of the
goodness of his heart (*nhat heart? Right!). Then 1 changed that to he
was doing it so his uncle would die and he could be the ruler., Then 1
changed again (I'm beginning %o sound like Maya') to the decision that
he was doing it to get immortality for himself. At any rate, he was a°’
twerp. A sweet little scene was when MNaya came back home and Alan em=
braced both her and Tony....and 1 think Tony should ask Tom Chafin

if Maya has any other Fsychon parts they should know about! Tom 1is my
friend, your average Psychon VOyeuTs..

"Devil's Planet”--Not especially a favorite episode, but I can find as-
pects of beauty among the dung. Nartin was terrific in what could have
been a total flop without his talent. And it really wasn't that bad,
except that I don't like it when any of the five main characters are
1eft out--and this time four of the five were practically non-existant:
Elizia must have taken sadist lessons; she came off as one of the better
villians this year. So why do I not especially adore this episode? Did
you listen to the music played at the end? Koenig is walking aroung all
these dead people--lives have been lost--and some jackass superimpese
this light fluffy music:t Tacky...and in very bad taste.e -

n8rian the Brain"--Making a weekly televison show is extremely diffi-
cult. It places enormous burdens upon people. S0, at times, things

do not go as they should. This episode was one of those times. Indeed.
only my great love and respect for these people kept me from swifching
+he dial to Bowling for Dollars. Admittedly, Brian was funny..but the
fun wore off after about five mirmutes. But, as usual, moments of
beauty can be found. There were lovely gestures of affection between
Koenig and Helena when they were on the Swift. And Tony and Maya

now work so well together that one begins to consider them an entity,
not seperate beings, which is a tribute to the abilities of Catherine
and Tony. Once again, the basic benevolence of the Alphans was demon=-
strated by their decision not to "kill"™ Brian. However, my initial
feelings must sway me...l don't blame Nick for not being in this episodel

»The Mark of Archanon"--Episodes 1ike this make me fall in love with Space:
1999 all over againl Get ready, group, I am going to gush... ‘What made
the most impact on me was the relationship between Efrec and Alan---
BEAUTIFUL! what can I say, except that I wish I had a cobber 1like

Alan. Quite ironic that we were the infecting agent to the Archanons
and that they were the peaceful ones. consider the scenes between

Pasc and Etrecy the father loved the son dearly, so dearly that 1t was
the one thing that could override his feelings of killing. Though Fasc
undoubtably caused much suffering and pain, he did the greatest act

a parent can do--he gave his child 1life, twice. No jokes for once.

This episode embodied all that Space: 1999 is...love.
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Everybody can applaude now, because I won't be doing any more cri-
tigques=--until I see "The Seance Spectre®™ and part one of "The Bringers
of Wonder", I've never meant these to be the esbsolute final word in
epsiode evaluation; I've done them merely as my personal opinion...and

hope that somebody has enjoyed them.
- % B

EilEEE_EEEQEEEE[iE_EQEEhEi_fhfl_EEEEEEE::&EQQEEEE-EE_EE52_331

Hi there Spacers. I want to talk about the "feuds®”, Yes, I think
they're important enough to be thought about seriously by us all.

First of all the great "Tony's stolen Nick's thunder™ arguement,
Well, I think we should all consider that with the possible exception
of Martin and Barbara none of the other actors or actresses were in
the position to be able to demand definite "rights"™ on behalf of their
characters, we'renot talking about "super-stars”™ like Liz Taylor and
Richard Eurton you know, and the amount of airtime ete. that any char-
acter had was an executive decision by producers and directors, NOT
by the actors., If an actor doesn't agree with his director he is re=-
placed. There are plenty of talented, good looking, obedient actors
around in England.

The decision that some characters were dropped and pushed a bit in
the background was not altogether a good one but looked at from a pro-
ducer’s point of view a logical one. Space: 1999 had been blasted by
critics and viewers alike for being cold and humorless, and to non sci-
fi audience, boring because of that. So.in Series Two they tried to
correct this and concentrate on the two new characters who were designed
to bring romance and humor into the series.

: I think it is obvicus why some of ycu foel go anncyed a2hout slights
against your favorite actor is simply that you are possibly not true
Space fans, but fans of that actor, whichever one it is., You'we either
fallen in love with or hero worship them. While I understand how you
feel and think it's really nice to feel that way about someone, I do
think you're missing out a lot! Why not try watching Space not from
your actors point of view but as a whole., Look at everyone in it dis-
passionately for once. I think you will agree that everyone in both
series gives a brilliant, clever performance and you'll be amazed to
fing yourself enjoying scenes that didn't contain you favorite guy or
Zirl.

As far which serles is best. Stop arguing and study both. Yes,
they're different and we all have a slight preference for one or the
other, but they each speak for themselves., They're both excellent and
enjoyable, Far better than most other sci-fi TV series or movies (though
perhaps not all).

So calm dovn everyone, "live and let live"™ and I'm sure you'll find
your appreciation of Space: 1999 greatly enriched if you do. I love
both series and I admire EVERY actor and actress in them both, Yes, I
have my favorites too, why not? But I don't let that predjudice me

against the other.. What ever happened to tolerance?
* » o»

Mona Delitsky/Dept. of Chemistry/The University of Mjchizan/Ann Arbor,

T —— - T — - o e o -

MI__48109_ (6410/27)™"

I would like to talk about a few things in this letter. Firstly,
I would like to voice my basic agreement with a point made by Ted
Hruschak in ComloC #2, There, he pointed out how it is necessary to
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watch a first season episode twice before one can fully appreciate just
how good and how meaningful the episode was. I know that this happened
to me when I saw "Dragon's Domain®". I first saw that episode in Sep-
tember 1975 and wasn't all that impressed with it., As Ted says, the
first time around, you're waiting till the end just to see if Koenig
gets the monster and you're not really paying attention to all of the
events that happened along the way. The second time I saw that epi-
sode, I then realized that it is not simply a monster story at all (as
most of the short-sighted critics harp on) but rather a story of a man
(Tony Cellini) and the personal trauma that he had to go through. It
is the story of a man and the events that surround him; cellini, who
was telling the truth about the 111 fate of his Ultra probe mission,
was doubted and misunderstood and had to deal with the terrible know=-
ledge all by himself. The second time I saw "Dragon's Domain", I
classed it then as one of the best 1999 episodes because I realized
how good the story really was; but I had to see it twice so that I
could appreciate all the fine details on second watching.

Also, those people who would watch it for ten minutes and not see
anything happen and turn it off simply weren't giving 1t enough of a
chance, The first season plots were well-woven tales that required
thinking to appreciate them (that is why people who git down in front
of their TV's and turn their minds off usually don't like Space: 1999)
Some of them were classic science fiction, with beautiful stories which
would usually stay with me all week until the next episode. (The epi=-
sode "Missing Link" utterly blew my mind! The whole week after that I
just couldn't forget how engrossed and fascinated I was by the story!)

Another thing in ComlLoC #2: I loved Virginia walker's letter.
After dealing with so many hostile Trekkies, it's wonderful to read a
lstter by someone inside those ranks who realizes how hypocritical it
ig for people who supposedly believe in the Vulcan IDIC to come down .
so hard on us 1999 fans. Bravo Virginia! We need more people like you!

But anyway, I wanted to say that I have come to believe that the
time has come for unity between first and second season fans, We are
still being attacked from all sides by the narrowminded, hypocritical
Trekkies (2nd with their philosophy of "tolerance”-what liars and fools
they’'ve turned out to be. I still 1like Trek, but most Trekkies make me
sick) and the press: also ignorant. I think the problem boils dowm to
the same problem that ST's "The Menagerie™ had: Space: 1999 (especially
Year 1) is simply too cerebral, too intellisent for most people who
watch televisiecn. Fost viewers cannot see beyond what is obviously in
front of them. Feople are too busy nitpicking at the fact that the
Alphans were calling it a "black sun" instead of a "black hole™ (how the
hell does anybody know what they are going to call it in 22 years, any-
way? The name could change to black sun or anything else for that matter.
Besides, "Black Sun” is a much mor esthetically pleasing term than "black
hole"™, anyway) rather than looking at the inherently fascinating phil=-
osophy in that episode: Bergman's discussion of science and its limit-
ations, and the being that they meet who only thinks a thought "once
every 100,000 years” and so Koenig and Bergman can communicate with it
because time has slowed so drastically for them. When I first saw that
episode, I never thought that the being was supposed to be God, but some
people did and objected to it. They never say that the being was Godj
Bergman simply asks the guestion out of human curiousity but I never
thought they were implying that at all. It was simply a meeting of life-
forms that live on entirely different timescales,

And another thing, the idea of a black hole is a reletively new
concept in physics (not older that 15 years old) and it is still com-
pletely theorerical, I think David Weir's (the author of "Black Sun")
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conjecture on what it would be 1like inside a black hole is very inter-

esting and no less valid than any theoreticlan’s or science fiction

writer's view; so anybody who tries to tell me that that is not the way
it would be inside a black hole simply can't do that because nobody
really knows vhat black holes are, anywayY. There are simply theorles

on the subject, and no facts or experimental evidence.

& Look at the philosophies in Year One, especially. Episodes like
"War Games™, "Black Sun™, "Collision Course®™ are simply too deep, too
intelligent for most viewers and that is why they object to them. That
is why possibly more people like Year Two; everything is out in the open
and there is seldom a deep important meaning to all the events that occur.
But I've stopped attacking second season; (Year Two has had some truely
excellent episodes, such as "The A B Chrysalis®™ (a cohesive, intelligent
story for once!), "Journey to Where", "The Lambda Factor", "Devil's
Planet®, so I can't say it was a total loss. Chuck Raue and I have a
theory that Fred Freiberger was out of town the weeks that these good
episodes were made and that's how they got by::) We Alphans must unify
and fight for the common cause of keeping our show around. We've got to
stick together. There are too many brainless, ignorant people outside
our ranks attacking what we know is good science fiction (no, not all the
time but a lot of the time).

P.S5.-=The bulk of this letter was writtwn right after I read the
section on Space: 1999 in the new book Fantasiic Television. The
pictures are great, but the things the author says about Space: 1999
show just how ignorant of the whole thing he really is. It made me so
mad! He doesn't know what he is talking about. It seems that the guy
watched maybe two episodes of 1999 and then got all his information out
of old newspaper clippings and STARLCG magazine. It's locaded with errors
and is totally subjective and inaccurate., After reading that, my feeling
was to sit down and write this letter and call for fhe unity that we

1999 fans need. Rally for Muonbiae Alphal!l
* »

Tom Chafin/5821 Piedmont Dr./Alexandria, VA 22310 _(undated)

I have just finished reading ComLoC #2 and I have a number of com-
ments to make.,

Re Vivian Stanley: Have you ever thought about the possibility of
people liking Space: 1999 in spite of it's flaws or that may be their
way of appreciating it? By finding flaws, making them known and hoping .
to improve the show by having them corrected? I do, however, agree with
most of your letter.

Re Kathy Stear: If the Space scriptwriters did write an episode
killing off Vietor, do you realize how many Spacers would blow their
stacks (clich®) and would have never even considered watching Year II?
Besides, how many other shows have explained where their actors went
in an episode- if they left between seasons?

If you want to see the Alphans in irrational terror, watch "The
Dorcons" (Let's let them have lNMayai"™ "Give Maya to the Dorcons, Com=-
manderi™)

For internal conflict on Alpha, watch "Seance Spectre®™ and "The
Lambda Factor"”.

Re Pam Beckett: Hi Pam. How are tricks and Nick? Still hoping
they may become one and the same? For the rest of you folks who don't
xnow what is going on, Pam and I have been corresponding for the past
4 months, so I have to be careful about what I say.

Listen, you "crazy kangaroo®™!: Tony called Alan "a dumb blind kang-
arco!® I ecan prove it. I have it on tape.

—




Re Virginia "alker: I AM A TREKFAI RHD A SPACEFAN AND I'tl FROUD OF
IT'! I YELL ITY VOICE ALL OVER THE PLACE BUT NOBODY SEENS TO HEAR MES I
have, in some cases, been shunned by both Trek and Space fans because I
1ike both of them but I try not to let that interfer with ny fandom.

IDIC (Infinite Diversity through Infinite Combination) has always
been with us evcept it was never really exvressed until ST came along.
Trekfans are just having trouble realizing that other SF can be on TV
without competing with ST.

As for the missing links, I know some people who are already writing
the "missing links". I just have a feeling that Vietor, Paul, and Kano
are going to die the proverbial 1,000 deaths.

Re Ted Hruschak: Some of you people out there seem to think that
any power that an alien may nave is strictly "comicsbooksville”. I agree
on that abotit some characters but have you considered the possibility
that our ability +o see, hear, or even smell may secm "hokey" to an alien
race on another planet? Think about it.

As for Year I, you were right about the low-key acting. The acting
was so low=Xey that I had trouble convincing some iriends tha¥® Martin
and Barbara were alive. wWe used to sit around waiting for Barbara Bain's
face to crack.

Re Mona Delitsky: The only reason Tony seens like such a moron to
you is because you are obviously too ignorant to understand his exist-
ance. And, anyway, he was under the influence of 2n alien being so
who is to say if regular medical factis were to apply in "All That Glis-
ters"? Tony is obviously too complex for you %o understand.

dDid any of you people know that you age slower in space than on Earth?
I di - ~

Re Kathi ILynn Higley: I am truly sorry about your inability to see
Space: 1999. Have you ever thoupght of the possibility of somecne else
in another part of the country taping tnem Ior you and even taking pics
of the tube and sending them to you?

Ok, people. e need volunteers to help Kathi get her fill. ‘ho is
willing to help? I know I am. Just let me know what you want and I will
try to get it for you. I am a good supplier of materials., Tisa Putman
and Pam Beckett can vouch for me, right girls?

As for my ovn comments, I AN TOTALLY ASHAIED to be associated with
the bunch of you if you continue in this manner. e are all talking
about the sam= show! “hy can't you look at individual programs and say,
"T like that one." instead of saying, "I hate Year II" or "I hate Year
II"? AND OUIT USING INSULTS ON THE CHARACTERS THEVSELY S it Wouldn'®
you feel ashamed if you did a television scries and all some of the fans
did was insult the character you tried to make your own like there iz no
tommorrow? How would you fecl_if ilarZin Landau, Barbara Bain, or even
Barry Norse, Tony Anholt, and Catherine Schell were reading over your
shoulder what you have been writing? How would you feel if you were
they®

& & #

EMPORTIUM

ATFHA CHRONICLE is a bi-monthly SF fanzine with a strong 1999 slant. The
first issue is in the works and contains features on "Star Wars", "Dark
Star", "Alas, Babylon", and two 1999 stories. For more information on
price ancpublicaticn date write to: ALFHA CHRONICLE, c/o Matt Butis,

567 Cerise Ave., New Orleans, LA. (Don't forget to send a SASE when
writing for info for items items listed here. Remember, stamps don't
grow on trees, 'ya know,)

ALPHAN MOCNSCAPES is a '99 'zine published quarterly by Adrianna Gomez,

—
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L7318 San Luis St./ Tampa, FL 33609 and the club she runs, Alpha '99.
Reduced offset printing. Contains stories, artwork, articles, photos,
poetry, etc., #l1 is already out. Cost is 75¢ for 1 or a subscription
of 4 is availible for $3.00.

PATTI CULLEN writes to say: "Thanks for the review of The Loner in Com-
Lo #2., We did hear from some of the people who ordered ity do any of
the rest of you have comments for us? There are 5 other stories in the
alternate universe looking for a home. Zine eds: do you want one? Fansi
are you interested in getting The Loner? If so, let me know, please. If
I can be sure of a large enough demand I'll try to get it and the others
in piégz. Somehow. Patti Cullen/R.F.D. #1, 33 Lakeside Dr,./Mount Kisco,
NY 9

MARK GONZAGA, 671 Bronx River Rd., Yonkers, NY 10704, is working on a
¥aya transformation manual. He is looking for pictures and slides of
her transformations from which to work from and to use to illusirate it.
If you have anything thzat he might be interested in please write him,

S.P.A.C.E. (Space Programmes Appreciators Club Europe) is a '99 fan clubd
run by G. S. Shoesmith/58 Northampton Rd./Wellingborough/Northants, Eng-
land. HKe is looking for pictures or stills for use in their club news-
letter. If you have any of these items please send him a 1list of the
items availible and prices.

CATCH THE FINAL SUNRISE! is a '99 fan novelette by Debbie Walsh which

ties Year I and Year II together., It is offset printed, approximately

100 pages long and very well illustrated.: Cost is $4.12 each, via

first class postage. A very well done story from what I've heard and

well worth the price, Debbie is also working on her own '99 'zine
inﬁ;ﬁled Moonbeam. write %o her at: 216 South 6th S5t./North wales, PA
9

CARL IAVB/629 williams St./Mobile, AL 36606 is selling B&W stills form
1999. Cost for them is $1.25 each via first class postage. Write for
more info cr list of shots.

COSIMOCONNECTION #3 will be out shortly. Contents include the last half.
of a fannish adaptation of the first season episode "Earthbound”, a
humorous '99 story entitled "Fun With Maya", a SF story, artwork, a ST
story, and more. Cost is $2.50. h?ona..ﬂeli:tskﬁj Department of Chemis-
try?%he University of Michigan/Ann Arbor, MI 48109, Do not write
COSMOCONNECTION on the envelope!: If you do chances are it will not

reach Mona. Address it to Mona Delitsky.
* %

Greetings fellow '99 fen:

well, I hope you've all enjoyed ComLoC #3. This has been a very
interesting issue to compile. It seems that a number of letters In this
ish have been pleading for unity among all '99 fans which is a very
important point. All of us fans have got to unite under one common
bond, that bond being our common interest in'99. Space: 1999 in
general is our main focal point and we must realize that and unite to
convince ABC to pick up 1999. Word from a very reliable source has it
that Niek Tate was in California a few weeks ago talking to the ABC
officials about 1999, If Mr, Tate, who supposedly wasn't coming back to
the states until the end of the year was willing to come all the way
from Austrailia to the US then something must be going on. ABC is alseo
in contact with Gerry Anderson so we need to pressure ABC with a force=-
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ful, united campaign so that we'll be able get '99 back on the alr again
and in active production. Sheesh, every time I think about our local
station taking it off after the end of August I get this feeling of dis-
belief and dread. C'mon folks, let's get our show back into production!
The people to write to are:

NMr, Fred Silverman Mr. Patrick Pleven
Vice=President in Charge of Programming & Dept. of Programming
ABC-Television Network ABC=Television Network
4151 Prospect Ave. 1330 Avenue of the Americas
Hollywood, CA ©0027 New York, NY 10019

Remember to type your letters if possible, be polite, sincere, and mature,
and brief. Don't threaten or condemn and do not write Space: 1999 any-
where on the outside of the envelope. Try to send your letters in a legal
sized envelope because it looks more businesslike that way. Get your
friends, reletives, etc. to write and write often. Spread the word!

ComLoC now has a new co-editor., Because of various reasons the for=-
mer assistant editor Carl Lamb had to resign his post. ComloC's new
co=editor will be Pam Beckett. PFPam will be serving as ComlLoC's promotional
person (something she's been doing long before becoming co-editor and
something I've been very thankful to her for) as well as editor for issues
every so often., As ComLoC's self appointed PR person she's spread the
word about ComLoC to her pen-pals, gotten ads for it in other fan puh-
lications, and her latest idea which will be appearing shortly is an ad
in the classified section of STARLOG #9. Pam will also be editing the
next issue of ComloC (#4) so all you guys send your comments to her thlas
time, Also ads snould be sent to her, Her address is 64 West South St.
Uniontown, PA 15401. (Have fun PaMises)

As of ComLoC #4 all issues of ComlLoC will be 50¢. The reason for '
this is the fact that when I started ComLoC I figured that using xerox
all I would have to charge would be 25¢ to cover the postage. As things
have turned out every issue has gone overweight (including this one). #1
was only slightly overweight but #2 went way over and this one 1s going to
do likewise. At the 50¢ price I'll be able to come closer to breaking
even on each print run by meeting the postage costs (postage for #2 alone
should have been 57¢!). Also, I'11 now be offering a subscription of
3 issues for $1.50. I figure that '99 fandom is active enough that I
don't have to rest my hopes on letters to be sent along with your 25¢'s.
Anyway, that's it. 50¢ each or a subscription of 3 for $1.50. One last.
thing on this line. Starting out with ComLoC #1 I begin giving out com-
plementary copies to many people and I guess that many of you thought that
if you sent in a letter you were togt a comp. copy. Well, you did but
this is not how I intended it. From now on the only people who will get
complermentary copies are: Marty Siegrist gets a lifetime subscription
because of the fact that she helped me quite a bit in the beginning and
she even named this publication & the person who submits the cover art
gsed on an issue gets a free copy of that issue., That's the way it is

OT NOoW.

One last thing and I'11 wind this thing to an end. We would like
to ¥now if any of you out there would like to review some '99 "zines for
us., I did a2ll the review last time and this issue has none because I
just Hidn't have the time. If you want to review a '99 'zine or public-
ation then do so and send it to Pam. Ok, then that's it for now. Hope
you've liked ComLoC #3. Keep campaigning! Year 3 on ABCL

Chh

good characterization & great special effec

ven't seen the movie "Star Wars" yet then get to your local theater and’
Creat movie with good story,

P.S.=--1f any of you ha
watch 1t a few times.




