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ComLoC #4

ComloC is a Space: 1999 fan publicatlon put out every so often by Piri
ress Publishers, This hallowed manuseript is the result of the collec-
tion of letters from fans by Pam Beckett and Chuck Raue, editora., The

opinions expressed herein are those of the individual writers and not
necessarily those of the editors. Anyway, this issue is dated October
1977. Cost of a copy of this is 50¢ or you can get a subscription of

3 ifasues for $1.50.

ComloC Is de erTy yivia
Anderson. The creators of the ghow that we have all come
SSpace; 19997, =

Letters
Marty Siegrist/2311 Woodview/Lansing, MI_ 49810 (7/21/77)

is IMPROVING. One was promising, two interesting, three is
fasclnating and I expect the progression to continue, I 1ike the inform-
al, conversational atmoaphere of the whole thing and the people here
really have something to say. Great. Almost like mailing comments on
an AFAzine, actually, much to and fro discussion. I was tempted to
write and comment on some letters in #2, but time didn't permit. It
doesn't now, either, but I can't resist,..

Kathl Higley: Right on for defending Maya. Her coming into the ser-
les, pointed eyebrows and all, and right off becoming science officer was
suspiciously reminiscent of Trek (Spocko, right?), particularly conlnihon
the heels of the announcement that the Bane of Trek, Preiberger, was the
“new blood" promised us by ITC. Aaarrgghh. However, I like the charac-
ter of Maya, portrayed well by Catherine Sghell. Her powers don't seem
to be used as a cop-out in the episodes #and, as for her facial colora-
tion, has it ever been established that it's all natural coloration? I
suffer from the same problem of being able to catch pitifully few 2nd
season eplscdes, but i1t's never been established that I know of. Perhaps
it's not real, and she's just wearing some sort of make-up that way be-
cause it conforms to the standards of beauty that existed on Paychon.
Maybe it's a variable coloration, different patterns of which would be
found on different Paychons. .In any event, I find her quite believable
as an alien (in fact, she almost leans a bit too far toward the human
end of the subjective spectrum). One must not insist that the earth-
nocentrie viewpoint is the only one; who knows what was logical or nec=
essary evolution on other planets? (As for Garth in Trek's “Whom Gods
Destroy®, I don't think I believe in him or the episode. Por one thing,
I find it hard {o believe that Garth or any human could learn molecular
transformation from aliens; perhaps he was more along the lines of an
illusionist. Besides, any episode that has Spock fretting over telling
two Kirks apart when the logical solution would've been to stun them
b?th ?nd figure it out later does not rate genuine credence or recogni-
tion.

J. L. Shevlowitz: The thing that struck me most about "Space Harp®
is that there was an apparent connection between her illness and the
goings on with the lost Eagle--the way they're juxtaposed throughout
the show seems to point to that conclusion. But there is no actual con-
necting-up done in the episode, and I was left after viewing it with tpe
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distinet feeling that they could have left out her illness and had a good
and perhaps more coherent show. And you're right about the Eagles--per-
haps they're breeding down there in their little underground neat...
Ancther show that bothers me is "The Rules of Luton®, which is a remake
of Strek’s "Arena" which is an adaptation of Predric Brown's short story
of the same name, with variations in the ending. There are many ways in
which overall themes of conflicting or unknown planetary laws and the
question of "kill or be killed" can be handled, so it's dizappointing to
see '99 follow so closely in Trek's footsteps in that episode.

Well, I could go on with incredibly boring remarks about everything
everyone saild in #3 for quite some time, but I'm sure you'd rather I
dldn't. There is one thing that keeps eropping up in all areas of fan-
dom, though, that I'd like to comment on. That i3 the Enmity Between
SP Fandom, Star Trek Fandom, and 1999 Fandem. COh, you've heard of 1t?
Fascinating, seemingly inexplicable phenomena, right? Why does everyone
hate everyone else? It's puzzled me for awhile, because I 1ike all three,
I've been into SP since the third grade, when I'd sit around the school
library for hours reading Madeline L'Engle books and stories about mush-
room flanets and teleporting and other fun things like that. I've been
watching Trek since I got dragged into a Trek film festival at Moo U here
and discovered that it was pretty good TV SF. And I started watching
1999 to see If Barbara Baln's expresaion would ever chanfe (it did. Twice),
and wound up watching 1999 because it was good, interesting, SF. A con-
vert! I'm sure my intellectual history here is thrilling everybady, but
the point 1s that I enjoy all three; why doesn't everyone? I was talk-
ing to Mona Delitsky last May about this and we hit upon some sort of an
answer. As some folks have sald, anyone who is attached to a partlecular
show or character is going to feel threatened by anything coming along
that is remotely similar. Many trekkies felt that the advent of 1999
would spoil the chances of Trek revival; 1999ers feel threatened by Trek
because 1999 is constantly being denigrated in comparison with Trek
(mostly by trekkies). (Trekkies were not entirely to blame for beling
predisposed to disliking 1999, because advance publicity for 1999 billed
it as "the new replacement for Trek™ and other similar nonsense S0
right away we have two sets of enemy forces,

But there's more to it than feeli threatened in some way. I think
the cause for such outright hostility is that the fen who are strictly
loyal to one show are not 5F fans. They enjoy the show becauss of one or
more of the maln characters, or because they like the particular format
or gadgets or something. T've heard quite a few trekkles say that they
don't like SP in general, they just 1}ke Trek itself, and I think that's
at least part of the difficulty between the various fandoms. The Tolks
who are Intrigued by speculative fictlon in general are already aware of
the vast mumber of universes, eultures, ideas, mores, timelines, and
aliens that are posaible, so they're not as likely to be rigid and inflex-
ible in their views and phobias (I don't think there's a word for "fear
of other universes"=--uniphobias) as those who haven't had a similar back-
ground, Thus, the folk who are into Trek because it's good TV science
fiction tend o be more tolerant (if not downright enthusiastic) about
1999. And vism-versa--there are starting to be a few intolerant people
in 1999. (The trekkies who wisper IDIC as they condemn 1999 strike me in
much the same way as the Christisns who preached tolerance as they
charged off on the Crusades and instituted the 5panish Inquisition. The
idea is great, but it kinda gets lost in the shuffle.) Then, too, there's
the element of feeling downtrodden and underdoggish. Trekkies are looked
down upon by mainstream SFfandom, 1999era aimi%arly treated, and there's
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a feeling of safety and pride in banding together and looking down on
everyone else=--the herd instinct. e have to get over the xenophobia
I suppose before 1999ers and trekkles can come out of the closets with=-
out sabers drawn. (Speaking of which, I want a light-saber. You're
right, Chuck, "Star Wars" is beautiful gtuffl)

1 can hear the snoring now, so I'd best cut this off--better late
than never as the saying goes. Keep up the good work, fly like an eagle
and all that good stuff.

Judly_Shevlowitz/44s3 E1 Camino Corto/La Canads, CA_ 91011 (2/21/77)

Having read ComLoC #2 and #3 several times each, one thing seems to
me to be very apparent. This poor show, literally defenseless against
critical people taking target practice at it, is suffering from an epi-
demic of nitpicking. Things that in Star Trek were taken for granted
or talked about with reverence are held against '99 as being inane, or
stupid, or crummy. That's hardly fair. A prime example is a criticism
I read of some of the production values. It was sald that the show was
totally inaccurate in that the base is always lighted the same way
(brightly) and from the same angle. Out in the depths of space with the
inconstant light source of not so nearby stars, that type of thing would
be impossible, GCranted, that's true. The alternative, however, would
be that being accurate, we would see none of the base at all, it being
too dark to see anything. That would make for very boring scenes. If
one was tho follow that logle, though, why is the EB&EEEEiﬂi always
1ighted the same and from the same angle? No one ever mentioned that.
It works both ways if you're going to be picky about it, but eritics
are intent on only picking on '99.

After this 1ittle sermon, I'm a little ashamed to admit that I find
great pleasure in finding things in the show that are inconsistant,
that are completely wrong, or that could've been done better.

For example, d{d anyone else notice that in "Seed of Destruction”

a part several scenss after Koenig's double traded jackets, the original
Koeing had on his original jacket and in the scene after that had on the
reverse jacket again? That's a blooper they didn't spot. I'm also curious
if Landau had his hair parted on the same side throughout the series, I
keep forgetting to check.

In my opinion, the conflict between series one and series two fans
shows a great lack of maturity. When the show first came on, I tried
watching 1t, but couldn't even force n{self to finish watching a single
episode and finally gave up. ‘When seriea two came out, I declded to give
{t another chance. Lo and behold, I liked the show. I went back
watched the series one reruns when they were shown. I found that there
were things I liked about both seasons and things I diliked about both
gspagons., FEach has its own merita. If the serles ls picked up, I sin-
cerely hope that the producers are smart encugh to combine the best of
btoth series. If they did that, they'd wind up with a bigger hit than
they'd know what to do with.

This serles could be 3o good if the characters acted with any sem-
blance of compassion for others rather than the notion that only they
are right. In the episode "The Bringers of Jonder® all the aliens wanted
was the power from the nuclear waste dumps. Ah ha, you snicker to your-
selves, they wanted to blow them up which would destroy the moonbasa,
well, conaider thia alternative: the Alphans help the aliens by finding
a way to get the nuclear wastes out into deep space. It can be done
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because Koenlg was more than happy to give them wastes when he thought
that was all they wanted, Once in deep space, they put a delayed fuse
on it and ignite 1t out there. The allens get the energy they need and
Alpha geta rid of its huelesr waste problem, In return, the aliens
might supply the Alphans with some intersesting memoriea. A falr ex-
change. The way the show actually ended, what happened to the allens?
They gquite probably died due to the lack of energy. S5ince their deaths .
wera needless, it is the Alphans who._are to blame for that exercise in
genocide for their unwillingness to negotlate.

At the end of "Brian the Brain" when Koenig said that they could re-
program the robot with their morality, I physically cringed, wincing in
pain at the idea of a robot like Brlan going around the universe with
Alphan morality.

My friends and I have come up with a saying for the show..,If It's
Alien, You Don't Understand It and It Moves=--=3H00T IT! (unfortuneately,
it fits perfectly).

in reguard to our friend the "dumb, blind kangaroo®, all I have %o say
is that he had it coming. Any normal person who voluntarily refers to
himself as a kangaroo like he did when talking to Etrec 1s in no position
to complain,

Speak of nitpicking, re: the letter by Sandi Necchi in #3. Koenig
is pot Kirk's decendent but rather would be hls ancestor. If anything,
Kirk would be Koenig's decendent., (Does Koenig have a middle name?)

Back to ?itpiek ng episodes: (no, I didn't forget my first paragraph,
but, well...

"One Moment of Humanity®--not really such a bad episode considering
what else '99 has been trying to pass off on us., I have a friend who
watches '99 every week with me to escape Lawrence Welk at her parents®,
While watching this episode, we were both groaning from pain and laugh
during the last fifteen minutes. We also engaged in making somewhat snide
comments. Frankly, it deserved it. One comment that I made was that it
looked 1ike they were dancing. Surprising to find after reading the book
that they were. The ending was completely confused, Since Zarl became
human, thus breaking the collective mind link, he should not have died
(cease to function) as he was no longer a robot., If he died because he
was still a robot, the link would not have been broken and he'd still be
alive. Wwhat if Koenig hadn't fone blind and dumb with jealousy? (He
should have only been worried 1f Helena began to enjoy it. Jealous of a
robot? Not unless that robot is a damn sight better than he is.) If
Koenig had not hit Zarl, he would have become human in a different, loving
nen-viclent way. The link would have still been broken, It would have
made for a much more touching scene, but not one that would have easily
gotten past the network censors.

Re: Mona Delitsky. You said that {ou read the section of Pantastic
:glev;s;gn dealinf with '99, One of the blggest errors is that they
completely mislabeled the still of Koenig in his spacesuit.

Re: Ted Hruschak. Your hope has come true. I, too, am working hard
on getting a SF series of my own into the right hands. I have the pilot
done in addition to a second episode, a third in the works and seven or
aiEht outlines ready for the treatment stage. One agent turned it down
after not coming up with any marketing ideas for it (he's going to be
sorry someday) but I'm atill plugfing away. With the amount of time all
that entails, I haven't had the me to do what I was doing before...
adapting my twe '99 scripts into short stories. (short nothing, the firat
one ran 54 pages, the second 3%, ao far.) Once I get the package for my
geries ready and registered with the Writer's Guild,1'm going to finish
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that "99 story and start on a third that's already ocutlined.

This letter has been written out of a sense of frustration. As of
this writing, channel nine in Los Angeles has stopped carrying '99. 1
don't get the San Diego station so KHJ was the only one. What's worse,
that last '99 episode they showed was part one of “Bringers of Wonder®.
Think about it. That's a weird way to show something.

If any of you have ventured this far and are ?till awake, fhnnk! for
tolerating me thia long. For better episodes of '99 on ABC, I'll sign
off now.

Ted_Michael Hruschak/2602 Walbrook Ave:/Cleveland, OH_ bh109_ (2/27/77)

Good morning class: Ny name is Prof. Hruschak and this course is

entitled FILM APPRECIATICON VIA . There are no prerequisites
other than an open mind, a closed mouth, and a 1iking for Space: 1999.

Before I begin today's lecture ler me state that being a prospec-
tive TV writer, and having a natural affinity for arousing controversy,
it looks like I've become this magazines anawer to Harlan Ellison (or
Rod Serling, Howard Beale, Number Six, Carl Kolchak...) Reading the
last issue of Co I couldn't help but notice most of {cu were ready
to tar and feather me and/or burn me in effigy. I had, in reply, a
gsearingly hot answer all ready to go, making mincemeat of your argue-
ments. It was a logical, insulting letter but then I realized what I
was doing and got rid of it.

You people almost had me, didn'tyou? You almost suckered me in.

You panned me, mocked me, even plagarized me--and I was ready to re-
turn in kind. fThen you would re-pan me, and I would re-pan you, and
you would re-pan me, and...well, you get the idea. .

Listen, that's not what this magazine is about! If it's going to
become a bloody battleground, we might as well change the name to
qet§¥§hgrc. If I were to go along with the flow, we'd be spending this
entite magazine crapping about each others' previeus letters,

new. Besides which, where do you all get off using
personal insults on others' tastes? What this magazine ought to resem-
ble is a sclentific journal. You supposedly mature readers are supposed
to present r own views a up, not comment on the views of others,
Have you ever seen authors in a journal insulting each others' articles?
Naturally not. Yet may of you are wasting time and space by dolng just

that. 1 suggest you say what you have to say on 5 and dan't
comment on gﬁ;hndy else's letter. If this situation doesn't change,
it will mean the end of an intelligent letterzine like »ssbECAUSE

there'll be so much infighting that the intelligence will be crowded out.
Moving on. I've decided that a much better way of explaning why
Spgg%l lggg is so far superior to Space ) is not to present
counter-chargea to the claims of the Year Two fans, to give them a
ratings scale by which to judge the episodes; hence, this lecture.
(Notice, too, that I refuse to call the former series Year One anymore.
It was never designated that way on the original run; I'll now refer to
it as §E2ﬂal 1999 or the firat season or orlginal §Egg%1_12%g.) My rat-
ing scale is not erbitrary; I did not make it up myself. It's the rating
seale taught in many Film Appreciation classea. 1 feel that with a BA
degree in Mass Communications from Cleveland State University I'm rather
qualified to pass this along to you. I ask you to listen with an open
mind. If you do, you'll very likely surprise yourself by looking at
both seasons of Space: 1999 in a different way...seeing things in it
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you;ve never noticed before. Pay attention: there'll be a quiz next
period.

Space; 1999 has, at various times in each season, touched on four
different aspects of filmmaking: 1) neo-realiam, AKA art films; 2) drama;
3) camp; 4) melodrama. On a 0-9 acale in terma of reapectibility, with
0 being lowest and 9 being highest, neo-realism is 9, drama an 8, camp
approximately a 6 and melodrama a 2. I now intend to show you why the
original S%g;e: 1999 occupies the top two catagories, neo-realism and
drama, while Year Two resides in the bottom of the four, melodramsa.

Neo-realism, or art, is the highest film form, the domain of geniuses
1ike Stanley Kubrick, Frederico Pellini, and Ingmar (not Victor) Bergman.
In this the film has a message, which it conveys to ita audience through
the use of symbols, and thelr interrelationships with the characters in
the film. Example: Spaces 1999

Pirst season, of course. The episode "Black Sun". Alpha is appro-
aching a black sun (I refuse to call 1t a hole) and Koenig and Vietor
have built a force fleld to try to protect the base from it. As they are
about to enter the sun, Victor brings out a bottle of sixty year old
brandy he'd been saving for the proper occasion. They drink it juat as
they pass through the black sun, and strange things begin to happen.

Time slows. Xoenlg and Victor age. And a voice speaks to them. Many
of you, especially Year 2 people, look at that and say, "That's idiotic.
They're not axpla{ning why any of that happened!”™ Patience. A lot went
over your heads.

There's a heck of a lot of symbolism going on in that one five minute
scene. Let's take 1t backwards, step-by-step. Victor asked 1t, "Are you
++200d7", and it didn't answer. That should have been your first clue
that the presence was God. I support my theory thusly. God is them most
powerful being in the universe. Well, the most powerful thing we know of
is a black sun. Can we not equate the two, to say that a black sun
might be the intelligent force that we call God? Let's examine the time
suspension, aging, and telepathy. Time had to be slowed so they could
talk to God, ob?fously. but there is another factor. Normally man does
not meet God until he is on the verge of death; so Koenig and Vietor had
to be accelerated there to find him, The telepathy was obvious; God
doean't need a voice to speak., Even the drinking of the brandy was sym-
bolic--Eucharistic wine! Symbolism of the force field? Well, people,
even in the year 1999 humanz are not perfect. The Alphans feared the
black sun because they didn't understand it; so they built a barrier
between it and them. They didn't know it at the time, but their fears
were keeping them from becoming one with God. Even when they entered the
black sun they kept themselves lsolated from it. 50, though they com-
muned with God, they never really touched Him. All because of Man's in-
stict to fear everything he does not understand.

Another example, this time from "The Testament of Arkadia™. Why were
luke Ferro and Anna Davis chosen to re-populate Arkadia? Anna because
she was the only one who could translate the sanskrit tablet in the first
place. But what about Luke? 1Is it just coincidence that lLuke appears
right at the beginning of the episcde, in the kendo mateh? No, whoever
went down to the planet with Anna had to be able to conquer Koenlg first.
In the kendo match Luke bested Koenig at a game of brains and phyeleal
atrength. He might have been the only man on Alpha that could have de-
feated Koenig and pulled off the eagle heist, and that's why the Arkad-
ians chose him to help re-populate the planet. The fact that both of
these people were on the reconnaissance team was not colncidence. The
Arkadians were reaching out to control the computer. They knew the two
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Alphans they wanted.

Have you given any thought to the symbolism behind the names on
Spaces ng% ? *arkadia"--the dictionary defines an "arcadian® exlstance
as one that is carefree and serene., Remember the planet Ariel from
“Last Sunset® that tricked the Alphans into not colonizing it? 1In
Shakespeare Ariel is the prankish spirit in “The Tempeat®. Catch the
analogy? Both the planet and Shakespeare's spirlt were trouble makers.
Ultima Thule (from *Death's Other Dominion®) means ultimate north; quite
npz:opriate. Meta (from "Breakaway") means beyond reach, which it cer-
tainly was. Xeno (in "Missing Link" spelled Zenno) means strange or
foreign. All of these planet names were telegraphing things about the
episodes in advance.

Not all the episodes of the original 3 i were as good as
"Arkadia® or "Sun”, but the rest came close. If the acting was played
down, it was so you would concentrate more on the symbolism and not be
influenced by artificial tension. When you conalder the amount of in-
telligence that must go into the producing this high quality programming,
you begin the understand why I have the utmost reapect for Gerry and
Sylvia Anderson.

Several last points on neo-realism. First, neo-realistic films
almoat always look deceptively simple on the surface, but are benumb-
ingly complex underneath. Don't feel that badly if you didn't notice
the brilliance of "Black Sun®. Your're in the company of Isaac Asimov,
Ben Bova, Spider Robinson, Baird Searles, Cleveland Amory, and 3 thou-
sand other so-called critics who really should have knoen better. Also,
don't say I'm crazy and that I'm reading things into the plot that aren't
there. People go to films 1ike "2001* and see fifty or sixzty different
symbols, and if you want to believe that they weren't deliberately plant-
ed there, well...what can I say?

A final qualification. My interpretation of these episodes are not
necessarily the t ones. The reason all artists leave the symbolism
vague deliberately and don't explain it is so that the symbols can be
whatever you want them to be. It's sort of a cellulold Rorschach test;
there i3 no right anawer. Having different people come up with differ-
ent theories on the meaning of a film makes 1t much more interesting and
it also tells the viewer something about himself, about what him
interpret the film that way. The only way vaguéneas and symbolism can
become dull in a movie is if you the viewer are too lazy and unimagin-
ative to come up with your own interpretation. And that's your fault,
not the producers'.

The next form of film is drama. The "man vs. " atory. Man vs,.
man; man vs. nature; man vs. machine. There is a character conflict over
moral issues, and the social impact of important discoveries is demon-
atrated. An example of the letter is "Testament of Arkadia® again.
Koelng had been wondering if there was any purpose to existance, any
reason for heinﬁ' By the end of the episode, he'd found out that all
of what happened had been predestined. That's a heavy impact on your
1ife...to see two people fulfilling their destinies, and to know that
yours still awaits you out there. As for character conflict, such
conflict ‘between two people muct embody the two opposing moral view-
points. Like the Alphans and the Darians (“*Mission of the Darians®)
arguing over which is more moral....cannibalization in order to per-
patuate the species, or the death of the apecies with dignity, without
decending into animalistic behaviors. Or the intra-Alphan argument
over immortality in "Death's Other Dominion®; or Tony Cellini against a
disbeliving world world in "Dragon's Domain™. Often in drama, there
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may be lines which do not make sense until placed into context. We don't
understand lines like "Thule is a jealous woman, and she'll never let us
go,"” and "We have no fear here." until we've seen the end of "Death's
Other Dominion® and "War Games®. If you the viewer haven't the patlience
to walt until then, and reflect back upon the episode, too bad! Some-
times a line near the end of a firat season show will give the whole
moral straightaway. “No, my dear Gwent. You were wrong from the begin-
ning. To want to preserve oneself for eternity is the highest vanity.*
*we must keep faith and trust that for us, for all Mankind, there is a
purpose,*®

Admittedly, Year 2 has attempted some drama. However, Fred Frei-
berger's conception of drama is hopsleaalg amateur. If there were
moral arguments, they didn’t contain the brilllant lines of the first
geason., They were almost always blunted severely by belng cliched,

(Look at the otherwise good "The A B Chrysalis”™ for example) And often
times, the two opposing moral views were laughable. In "The Metamorph™,
the morals in conflict were "It's wrong to k11l if you feel like it.*

and "It's right to kill i7 you feel like 1t."™ We %ﬂg; it's wrong to kill
for any reason; unnecessary to tell us that. Couldn't Freiberger come
up with a more controversial question than that? The same thing went for
almost every Year 2 episoda,

Camp is something that's so bad, it's good. It's the same as melo-
drama, only camp takes the melodramatic points and exaggerates them to
the point of comic absurdity. The only instance Yenr 2 was camp wag un<
fortunately unintentionally. In the "To Be Continued” tag of “Bringers
of Wonder, part one”, the alien BEM slobbers all over Koenig like a
gorman shepard. It looked at Koenlg as if he were a potato chip. Ewery=-
body watching with me started laughing: The only good example of doing
camp right in SF was the much-lamented "Lost in Space”, in which there
were many examples of intelligent satire.

Melodrama is the last film form. Unless accompanied by something
extra special, such as special effects a la Irwin Allwn, melodrama is
terribie. All it is is a formula story to scare you, Anger you, oOr
make you cry. HNo message can be found underneath. while Year 2 tried
to do dramatic stories, as I said the dramas were cliched, so there was
no impact from the message. Therefore, the stories fell into this cata-
gory. There was a lot of running around, chasing after monsters, crack-
ing jokes, and making love, but there was nothing underneash it. By the
end of the episode you ask "why have I been bhown this? Wwhat am I sup-
posed to learn from it? So what?" HNow, there is nothing wrong with a
good, simple melodrama. But why should Spacei 1999 come down to this
level when it was doing art and drama?

Your assignment is to look over 1l of the episocdes again In light
of this information. You might just fInd your opinions of_jSpace: 1999
and Year 2 changing. I hope you'll te pleasently surprised. And from
now on, direct your opinions to us all and not to just one person.

Don't give us the insulting claptrap we got in issue #3. Fresent a coun-
ter theory. Be intelligent. Class dismissed!

Vivian stanlev/Box_1572/Jagper. Alberta, Canada TOE_1EO_ (8/2/77)

I've noticed in reading ComloC that a lot of people loved Victor.
Well, I'm a great fan of Barry Morse too and would like to hear from
other fans. Also, anyone interested in helping with or Joining a Barry
Morse/Victor Bergman fan club? iy
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Anthony_Allen/101 E. Poe St./Apt. 5/Richmond, VA_ 23222 (8/3/77)

Greetings Alphans! I'm a Trekker and an Alphan as well as a general
SF fan. Hey, how about Alphies as another titled for us? As for this
feuding--you silly galactic kangarcos , or as Space Ghost would eay,
Kangaloids., 9ell, Maya shouldn't look that way huh? Her makeup looks
stupld, huh? Compared to what? As for her abilities being a "cop-out®
or "Comicsbookville®..,I think her abilities cnhance crisis situations
as well as compliment an already refreshing character. I'm very sure
there were a few giggles when Spock was first seenjy his pinch and mind
meld could be considered "Comicsbookville® as well. You Earth chauvin-
ista--cracking on dear Maya--for shame!! I ought to get Blackula to
bite you in the clavicle!

The show. 1 personzlly enjoyed the special effects and settings of
both seasons--fantastic as uaual, In my view the shortcomings of the
firat seasons were as follows: "99 was just too low key. All those
eagles and planets blowing up...ugh! And then the planetary disasters--
earthquakes, landslides,--yeecehh! And than all that strange space
phenomenon! Also, do you r ber the security force? Howaver,
the first season has its beautiful moments. For me second season '99
was the topper! Many of the wrong things in the first season were cor-
rected and no longer were you asked to accept the "mysterious force®
explanation of why things occured--though many scientific principles were
left vague. Of course, ldeas that affected the plot were usually clear.
There was also more of a sense of community and everybody waa given a
chance to do their number--unlike on Trek. There our dynamic trio Kirk-
5Spock=McCoy would come to the rescue and poor Uhura had to play little
Lad{ Milquetoast or open hailing frequencles or just sit around not
taking over the helm. Back to '99, both seasons were beautifully unique,
almost like different shows, and have a pralseworthy quality of their own.
Both make '99 complete,

Spacers should feel pride at being part of the Alphan experience. If
therg i8n't another '99 season, well, the two are something to be trea-
sured,

Seriously now, The focus of '99 or any other plece of 5F art should
be the art itself and not how cute Spock’s ears are, how attractive you
think Maya's makeup is, or wishing to one day fire Alan's stun gun (sorry,
Pam!) (ED NOTE: no problem, my friend). There is more to science fiction
than just Gene Roddenberry's or Gerry Anderson's universes.

why are some of you Spacers so belligerant? Look, whether it's SF
or whatever all dramas have their drawbacks. If it's on television and
by chance happens to be science fiction, it could drive you space happy
if you're the producer. MNow Trek happens to be mn awesome phenodencn
and a legend--as '99 1s becoming. But neither Trek or '99 is the pin-
nacle of sclence fiction acheivement., Remember, Trekkers--SF was orig-
inally written for the masses just like "Time Tunnel®, "The Invaders",
and just like the current "Star Wars®. 5P has proven ltself a valid
subculture., But is Trekdom to be considered seriously a aingle, solid,
consiatant subculture or is it more of an obsession or a fetish? The
way you Spacers bicker...if you angry Alphana are representitive of
Spacedom...hey, should we even try to organize under our interest in
'99? There's a difference between a viable, healthy subculture and just
the illusion of one.

'99 and Trek were only television series. Television is the medium
which conveys it to you. Television has a way of bringing an artificial
intimacy and friendship where none ever was. Characterization serves the
purpose of simply telling the story. You do anything necessary to get
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an hour's worth of entertainment in so0 short a time. Effort 1s made to
keep them as constant as possible, but the first thing is that hour's
entertainment, Maya, Tony, and the others are formed very much by the
writers involved. Any good story changes the characters somewhat in
terms of their background or in the ways they react. The creation of
a series is a communal effort by writers, producers, directors, and
actors. If you have found characteristics that you llke in Maya or
Tony or whoever, the actors were doing something instictlvely that you
as a viewer perceived., Still, the first and foremost purposeé in any
television series is to entertain--which is very difficult, almost ver-
ging on mission impossible (sorry, folks).

This over examination of the relationships and so on has to be
rhetorical. FRelatlonships serve the purpose of creating a plece of
fiction. There is no constant in series television. All this silly
bickering makes this all sound like it has a great deal of impact.
Really, it doesn't--at leaat not to the degree many of you seem to think

S
" d;;e thing of import for Trekkers and/or '99ers is that we share the
joy and beauty of these pieces of art and other SF. of poasibly greater
import is that we share deep friendship that has been opened up for so
many of us, for so many of us who hungered to reach out a create a people-
hood. In and through fandom many people have found countless treasures
to enrich their llves: friendships, books, ideas, and even new outlooks.

I see Trek's great subvocal message as one of great optimism--
thers will be a future and a grand one at that. '99's measage is that
even if the moon does get out of Earth's orbit and hurled into outer
apace, there can be love, equality, and joy--when all else seems to work
a, st you.

gaigu wg have to really have to knock the moon out o{ orbit to get the
arift of the message of Space: 19992 HNah, I hope nott Everybody is a
star---twinkle, twinkle baby! Any_my love to you all.

Patti Cullen/RFD_#1/33 Lakeside Rd./Mt. Kisco, NY_ 10343
eetings to all fellow Alphans...and it would seem, after reading
gggL;E g3.n§h3¢ hell ::th no fury like a Space fan who's ticked off}
Heavens, what tempers: Oh, but I'll be the firat to admit that people
{especially fen) do 1like to sound off on their favorite subjects and
defond idens that are dear to them, However, I agree with Phyl Proctor
and Eileen Skidmore that we should all calm down a bit, stop screaming
at each other and the Trekkers, and get down to some good stuff.aes

Shall we stretch our imaginations and share some ldeas and theories?

It seems like Alpha is always losing eagles, yet they seem to be in
good supply. #here do all these replacements come from? (Virginia Walker
once sald, "They lay eggsi®™)

How about this: if Mentor taught Maya the secret of molecular trans=
formation, and she was going to teach it to Dorzak, can it be taught to
humans, or are their mental powers too limited? *

In reply to J. L. Shevlowitz's letter: why so many ("accident prone }
security people on Alpha? Well, perhaps thay had a minimum force back
in the good old days before 9/13/3 . But then, traveling in unknown
apace, confronting so many strange situations, wouldn't it seem like a
good idea to increase the number of security guards? Take some people :
whose jobs might be superfluous on the "new Alpha® and retrain them. Ad
to them the guards they started with and that is a lot of purple slegfﬁ!-
AH, HA! 1t's probably those new trainees who keep getting killed off!
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(See how much fun it is to speculate?)

You got the idea,,,this is the kind of thing that kept trekdom going
for so lond...fans filling in the gaps. If we can write stories for all
the '09 fanzines and read 'em and like 'em (or dislike 'em) we can dis-
cuss them in these hallowed pages (ED NOTE: gee, thanks sweetie for the
compliment) and see some real action. If '99 is going to keep alive
through its fans, 1t'11 get awfully boring very quickly if we spend all
our time arguing over favorite stars and favorite years.

One other thing...I have found honeaifor uéke Heyes' stgri:g;lkeep
an eye out for them in 'zines like Feaarius an ?ognhegm- a would
like to hear from pecple who want zne Loner reprinted.

36606__(8/8/72)

I would like to state my agreement with Kathy Stear's comment concern-
ing the Maya-lossea-her-powers discussion she brought up in #2
and my disagreament with 3andi Necchi's .comment on the same subject in

ol #3. Pirst of all, the reason I disagree with sandi is that I
don't believe that molecular transformation is a natural ability that all
Psychons are born with and that all can master. After repeatedly listen-
ing to my tape of "The Metamorph® and from things said in a number of
eplsodes this season, I have come to the conclusion that molecular trans-
formation is an artificial power that Paychans can obtain via the bio-
logical computer Psyche. If Maya's powers are indeed derived from
Psyche's influence her powers shauld fade. There is some basis for this
conclusion. In some episodes Maya has begun to have trouble transform-
ing and, at least in the order they were shown here in Mobile, the amount
of difficulty Maya experienced increased as the epliodes progressed. The
first incident was in "The A B Chrysalis"™ when Maya had trouble both turn-
ing into and leaving the form of the Krenno chlorine creature, It took
her a few moments to take on the form and than she had to be coaxed on
by Koenig te leave that form., Then in "All That Glisters™ Maya was
easily able to assume the shape of the rock creature but she had a great
deal of trouble leaving it. The next problem ocoured in "The Bringers

of “Yonider, part two™ when Maya experience a bit of trouble becoming one
of the alien creatures and then had serious diffleulty trying to get out
of the transformation. Finally was the segment in "The Dorcons™ when
Maya i3 turning into a bird but is unable to do so (and when has she ever
had trouble turning into a bird???). From these incidents it would seem
that Maya's loss of ability is a progresslve condition that would con-
tinue to worsen as time went on. Okay, my explanation works fine except
for ona little stumbling block: "Dorzak". In this episode we see another
Psychon, Dorzak, utilize the power of molecular transformation withou*
Psyche. How do I get by that one? Simply; I ignore the espisode. Reasons
for this are 1) the episcde doesn't coincide with the facts presented in
previous vpisodes concerning molecular transformation, 2) the episode was
written by Christopher Fenfold who hadn't written any other episades
since Year One so perhaps he was not as familiar with Muva's complete
background in reference to her powers, 3) this eplascde was one of the
ones done near the end of the season when they were really rushed to get
the shows out on schedule (this was alsc one of the episodes that was
shot “"Doubled over®". It was being shot while “Devil's Planet" was being
filmed.) and seeing that they were in a rush it is possible that they
didn't check the scripts as carefully as they should have for flaws and
format errors. "Dorzak™ is a fair episode but personally I consider it
a sort of “alternate universe® story. So, taking all these factors into
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account, I feel that if we are given a ¢ ird season of 1999 we will zae

a complete disappearance of Maya's powers. Although I 1ike the character
of Maya I do feel her powers have gotten a bit out of hand and a loas of
her powers would not only be an improvement in the overall character of
but gt would also interject a good portion of emotion and character
interaction in the episode(s) that_spanned the loss of her powers.

John_Canfield/5529_Loranger/Baton Rouge, LA__70809__(8/9/77)

I just finished gcomloC #3 and it was great. Having read many fanzines
I like gagbgg simply because it ia fans speaking their minds (and 1999
fans can do some speaking!). Ah, yes. Remember in Qggkg% #2 somebody
mentioned that Shermeen was much too young to be a true Alphan? Hey, I
got an answer! (And I did 1t all by my lonssome.) Shermeen's father
worked on Alpha and Shermeen was there visliting him when the moon was
blown.out of Earth's orbit. Trapped there, she was put to work in hydro-
ponics because she grew plants back on old Terra. Later, her old man was
zapped by one of the many baddies we!ve met in the past two years. (Whew!)

(8/9/77)

Hi again. I have a few things in mind that I want to say.

Re: Ted Hruschak. I have heard no complaints against Year 2 1599
stories. I think that on the most part they are better than Year 1; the
aecting is definitely better. Besides, if you thought that, quote, "the
show has been all but dead from “The Metamorph™ on®, unquote, why did you
watch it?

You also wanted to know why Alan Carter was so popular. In my opin-
ion, he is the beat portrayed character and one of the most outgoing.
Also, to answer you question "do female viewers find him terribly sexy
or what?"--right on, old boy!

Re: Pam Beckett. There were two errors in your comments on “One
Moment of Humanity”. 1) the female alien's name was Zamara, not Zahara,
2) and she was portrayed by #illie ¥hitelaw not Whitehall. (ED, NOTE:
message recelved and thanks)

Anybody else out there think that Sahala (“"Dorzak®) would have made
a good regular on the series?

Re: Phyl Proctor. Your letter was terrific and naturally 1 agree tot-
ally. If one really likes a show, one should like everything about it
and everyone in it---not be divlided into warring groups 11k1n§ different
things. The Tighting should be reserved for the networks! Like Phyl
said, no war can be fought on two fronts at once.

A note of intersst on which I'll close. Two actresses who have
guested on 1999 are now working together on "Foldark®™ being shown on
FBS's MASTERPIECE THEATER--Jill Tewnsend (Sahala) and Judy Geeson
(Regina from "Another Time, Another Place™).

Ingrid Maack/30 4, Edsall Blvd./Palisades Park, NJ_ 07630

Burke Wiggins/4236_Bubbling Wells In./La Canada-Flintridge, CA__91011
(8/9/17)

Hello there fellow Nick Tate fans! This is the escapee from The Law-
rence Welk Show (or the Geritol to lunch bunaoh)i refer to Judy Shevlowitz's
letter in the first part of this issus. I'm an Aussie who's found her-
self transplanted to southern California. I have a few things to say
about Space: 1999, then I'11 go away like a good "dumb, blind kangarco®.
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Sorry, I couldn't resist that.

First, I think I have a few good phrases for '99 fans. Do you ever
get the urge to shout back at those untrained Trekkies? Wwell, if you do
merely say "Alphans do it better and do it right!". It ought %o keep
them quiet for a few minutes. Or in the interests of referring to one-
self as a member of a group of '99 fans--how about "Spacers”, "lunnies™,
or "Space Cases"?

Just kidding folks. Don't send me back to the outback!

Secondly, I wish to be among those few who realize that dear Alan
does have rank and that it is of CAPTAIN., So the nits who insist that
he should be refered to as "Mister Carter" should be advised. 71 guite
agree that Tony will get no easter basket from me either if he refers
to Alan a "dumb, blind kangaroo®. But no matter how much I love Hick
I must admit that he let himself in for it. Remember “The Mark of Arch-
anon"?

1 think that they should be forced to use the eredibility factor (from
Gene Roddenberry) for something other than writing on the W.C. (ED NOTE:
4.C. is the British term for water closet...tollet, y'all) walls. One
must admit that some of the Year 2 episodes lacked something called a
believable plot. For instance, the ‘droid in "Beta Cloud” should have
at leasgt shorted out if they were pouring alll that power at him. Also,
¢'mon people--—give Maya some talent for brains. One would hope that a
Psychon would figure out that if a creature has no life signs then it is
not a live beasty, but a dead beasty that doesn't know it yet, or a
robot/'dreid. Youldn't cone?

I hope that everyone out there ia writing to ABC to get Space: 1999
back on for a third year. Oh, for those interested, Nick's latest movie
is entitled "Summerland”.

May the Force be with you and fly like an eagle (but don't land like
them; they crash a lot). Anyone for a donation to the Alan Carter Flight
Training lLessons Fund?

Kathi_Tynn Higley/154 Hewitt Rd,/Mystic, CT__06355__(8/9/77)

Well, here I am back again. Guess I'm just trying to vie with Pam as
"the mouth of Alpha” (when you're number two you've got to try harder...)
Okay! Firstly T want to thank both lisa Putmen and Tom Chafin of

Comlof #3 for their concern over my lack of Space: 1999. But their
kindness was for naught; for--lo and behold--since writing that letter
of lamentation (vhich appeared in ComloC #2) a miracle has occured. I
CAN WATCH SPACE! The explanation for sald miracle and how it occured is
a long, complicated bit of logisties which I den't want to bore anybody
with but the fact remains that I e¢an watch the show fairly regularly.
Believe me, I have been watching the reruns with a real vengeance!

That is, when the local atation doesn't pre-ampt them for assorted earth-
shattering athletic events such as the Semi-Annunl Toupee-Tossing Tourn-
ament or Pygmy Toe #restling Finals or the Navel Lint Pieking Champlion-
ship. *sigh* At any rate, Lisa and Tom's moral support was greatly
appreciated and I hope they'll be as overjoyed to hear of my good for-
tune as I am.

Now to get to the nitty-gritty of this loC...

Re: J. 1. Shevlowite's comments concerning Maya's illness in "Space
Warp® and the imposaibility of her so much as getting the aniffles
because "Alpha, bleas it's sole (siec), has a sterilized, controlled atmo-
sphere.” I'm no scientist...God knows I baresly scrapped by in the one
year of chemistry I was crazy eénocugh to try to take in high school. But
the only truly sterile atmosphere I've ever heard of was outer apace
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laboratory-controlled vacuum). Nothing can grow or survive in

g:::sh:cnuse the:§'= no air and even the most minute bacterium needs
oxygen. 5o S1pha cannot have that much of a sterile enviroment that an
ﬁzien introduced into it could not become il1l. As to why we don't see

a aimilarly affected earlier in the show or again after "Space Warp”
., how many people do you know who get the chicken pox or the mumps
twice? Couldn't what afflicted Maya be of a similar nature; a one-
time deal brought on by exposure to the germs in Alpha's atmosphere that
Maya's anti-bodies received an immunity from immediately after one
attack? Yea, I know, This is a lot of ordinary nit-picking on my part
and Lord only knows J. L. is certainly entitled to queation the validity
of that particular episode--but I think I should warn everybody that
when it comes to Maya I'm like a mother bear with an endangered cub. But
then, I'm like that where Alan's concerned to0....

“hich somehow brings me to Ted Micheal Hrucshak's comment that "All
he (Alan) does is fly eagles and occasionally jump on bad guys. What's so
qr!at about that?" Oiy! You certainly don't wish to live very long, do

Teddy? Making statements like that within Pam's earshot sounds sui-
cidal to me! (ED NOTE: ameni) But as one of those "female members of the
audience® who are "so inexplicably bonkers® I shall attempt to explain why
1 like Alan Carter...

Actually you've already parly explained why with your comment of
*granted, he's one of the few good characterizationa left.” He is. In
fact, it's the three-dimensional portrayal Nick Tate givan'?r that plg-
headed loyal Aussle that makes that "good characterization"! See, not oni
is Alan terribly sexy, he's a believable man; a man loyal to his friends
when all evidence points to the fact that they don't deserve his loyalty,
a man capable of bear-hugging a friend returning from a dangerous missaion,
a man capable of loving an alien child, He's a man unafraid of showing
how he feels toward a friend or foe and I can identify with that because
that's the way I am myself., And if you can tell me that you couldn't
"ges” that in Alan in all the episodes he was in I really think you're
blind In your mind's eye! For Alan does much more than fly eagles and
iunp on bad guys--just as Commander Koenig does much more than get hyster-

cal at the least threat to Alph~ and orders the eagles into battle and
Doctor Russel does more than shove tongue depressors into people’'s moutha
and push aspirina and Tony does more than be suspicious of everybody,
make bad beer and lust after Maya and just as Maya herself does more than
change into various eritters and out compute the computer! Generalizing
about people whether in real life or in fictional existance does a disser-
vice to them. It's like saying all Polish people are dumb, all blacks are
pimps, all whites WASP's, all Irish folk drunks.,. See what I mean? Act-
ually, I do believe, Teddy, that you made that comment only to ruffle our
featners and not sericusly. At least I hope so! I'd hate to think you do
react to only the surface mannerisms of the Space characters without see-
ing the depths in each one of them. g

1 believe a good point was made when it was 3aid that we Space fans
need a common title. I'm rather partial to “SPACEr", myself. But I'll
key you in on a little secret... \ere you aware that the more diserimin-
ating Trekkies and/or Trekkers refer to themselves as Trek-fen (fen being
the plural of fan)? 'Tis true, for Trekkie has come to mean a type of
gum-chewing groupie fan who insn't interested in the cerebral aspacts of
the show but would prefer to faint at the feet of Shatner or Nimoy.
Trekker has come to be associated (at least in my mind) with the hard-
core dissecters of the who who analyze every aspect of the show and argue
amongst themselves about everything. There's no itermediate title for
the fan who like a mule is neither one nor the other but a combination of
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the two. Hence the term Trek-fen or Trek-fan which doesn't lump you into
ejther catagory. So I guess in the case of the Space fans finding a title
or themselves, we should learn something from the Trek-fen and determine
which will be our "groupie® title, which our "cerebral™ title, and which
our "mule® title---anyone care to do the determining?

To all of you in ComloC #3 who insisted that we cease feuding and
present a united front to the critical world--brave! I ecouldn't have
stated it better myself. ‘'Corse the chances of an entlre critical world
reading ComLoC and throwing our feuds back into our faces are alim at
best; I really can't find any harm in our feuding the privaey of our own
1ittle letterzine. But I think it's great that we're willing to forget
our differences in order to reach a desired goal. I just wish the world's
governments could learn to do the same. Really, kids, so long as no
blood is shed and we can alr our differences good-naturedly and non-abus-
ively I can't see why we can't continue to differ. I mean, if we all
start agreeing on everything not only would it be against human nature
but ComloC would be one dull ‘zine! I do promise, however, that should I
ever meet a Space fan in the flesh who differs with me I won't brawl with
him/her in public but will embrace them as a brother and take them to a
quiet corner and then punch them out!!

To Donna Iotze and Ingrid Maack a big hug and kiss (an no, I'm not
one of “them":} for helping me defend our resident Psychon in ;gmgggggj.
Tt's nice to know that somebody else likes that poor kid and is willing
;o a?rept her for what she is without question, And,..with that I say se

ong' 4

Richard Robinaon/P.0, Box 172/Dardanelle, AR__7283% _(8/12/77)

Since my letter In ComloC #2 had a little effect in 43 (like that of
an H-bomb), I decided to try again..:I know how that thrills some of you.

Let me see--43 was dedicated to Nick Tate (Alan Carter)..., Well, I'll
pasa that one up.

RE:+ Ms. Higley--You are absolutely right...who am I so question Maya's
appearance? On the other hand, who are you to stick up for her? I ama
Trek-fan...yet 1 do not go around defending Spoek (in faet, I can't stand
the character of Spock--and I think his makeup looks silly at times, toc.)

Dear Donna Lotze: you have no idea what it does for my ego to have
you reply to my letter in such a whole-hearted way. Fine, if you like
Maya's 'sideburns' and eyebrows that's your business and I respect your
opinion. But--if you were an allen, would you honeatly like to look like
Maya? (I sure would hate to look like Spock.)

You are absolutely right--I publicly admit defeat on the American re-
mark. However, I have never been to Canada and I have no way of knowing
how smart Canadians are (but that is besides the point; I didn't think of
that when I wrote the letter). I sincerely hope that the average Canadian
is smarter than the average American--because I think the average Amerlecan
is rather stupid...

Donna--1 consider you one of the special people since you do not hate
Trek. Most '99era (or most of the ones I've had contact with) do, Con-
trary to popular belief I do pot hate '99. I have a lot of complaints
about it (JUST AS I DO ABOUT %EEK) but that doesn't mean I do not like the
ahow--in fact, I am a very big fan of the show. It is simply that I can-
not stand Maya, Alan, or Koenig (by the same token, I cannot stand Kirk
or Spock). And I would watch "99 regularly if it was shown here (just as
you would Trek).

RE: Lisa Putman=-arched? Yes, I agree with you. 3pock's eyebrows
arched and his ears pointed--fine.
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I do feel that Trek is superior to '99. Just as I feel that '99 is
nighly superior to "The Man Prom Atlantis”™ or "Fantastic Journey®". That
doesn't mean I don't like them--I'm just picky.

As to the reason why I misa '99: because it was not carrled here for
the second season. I thought that was clear in the first sentence of my

atter.

3 Two things disturbed me about #3. First of all, I read people cor-
recting Pam on her "erazy kangaroo” mistake until I thought I would throw
up. (ED NOTE: 3 corrections in #3, and I appreciate the caring...s0 you
can stop it already) Alsoc, ian't about time that Co moved on to some-
thing more important than the '99 vs Trek fued. It's obvious that neither
side is going to back down so what's the use?

Now that I've stirred up everyone all over agaln, I have to get back
to my bomb shelter to avoid the fallout. I'm looking forward to seeing
what people have to say about my_letter this time.

Matt Butts/4567 Cerige svenue/New Orleans, Lh__70127__(8/18/77)

Grestings from the planet Earth! After reading ComLoC #3 I declded
to write a letter to thia fine publication and throw in my two cents
{which, with inflation, isn't worth much!).

First, I would like to say something t6 all of those “Year 1" or "Year
2" fans. But I am a Christian so I won't say it.

Iooking at the individual episodes is tolerable (since that is possibl
in a syndicated show) but why condemn the whole of Year 2 just because of
"The Taybor® or "Brian the Brain®?

Consider "The Metamorph®™. Although lMentor seemed rather passive dur-
ing most of it, Maya came off just as I had expected her to. +hen she
found out what Daddy was doing, she suddenly realized that this was wrong-
the first step toward the maturity she showed in the rest of the episodes.
I didn't see the eagle in the very beginning; I was fiddling with my tape
recorder. But I hear it was bad. But I really didn't care. It wa3 the
acting that counted.

Then our station showed two more good episodes: "The Exiles” and
*Journey to Where®. Those I found very nice. Tony was exceptionally
well done in the latter.

Disaster came suddenly: "The Taybor®. Excuse me while I down a bottle
of Pepto-Bismol. The character was revolting, but some of the script was
quite imaginative. The special effects were good, too.

After that Space: 1999 reached its greateat indignity: "Brian the
Brain®. ‘hat was the use of that episode? It was so ecliched I felt like
throwing myself through an airlock. My God, Gerry, what are you letting
that clown do up there?

“A11 That Glisters®™: tacky, wvery tacky. For a while I hoped that rock
«ould kill Tony. Then Maya would have come to her senses and started
flirting with Alan.

ALL RIOHT AILREADY! That's enough criticism:

But now that 1t's on its way out (ABC, there's still time), Space: 199
is going to be forgotten by a lot of people (hopefully we true Spacers
won't forget it). Space did a lot of things for us. I myself made many
friends through it. And it has started God-only-knows how many 'zines...
one of which I edit., Keep it up, y'all,'cause as long as one 'zine
carries on, 3pace: 1999 will never diel

Kathy 3tear/1437_d. Taylor/Chicago, IL__60607__(8/18/77)
Sniff, socb, ete. My local TV station=--WGN Continental Broadeasting
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Channel 9, Chicago==-took it seriously when they got the word that Space:
1999 had been cancelled, They pulled it off the air completely. Didn't
even show the re-runs this summer. And I did so look forward to seeing
John plant that smacker on Helena in "Journey to Where” again. Now I
guess 1'11 never see Part 1 of "Bringers of Wonder®. I'm so upaet.
Please feel sorry for me.

1 just got my copy of %a_ﬂ'?_thw 1t's really good.
I feel like I've been waiting for it {32%33;. Not that it took that long
to come, you understand, I just wanted it so badly! Anyhow, the final
product justifies all that anticipation. The story's so good. The char=-
acters are real. They interact like you'd expect them to. And, best of
all, no matter who you love they are there. Ilobody got slighted. I have
to give Deborah w#walsh a lot of credit., Just writing a story of that
length s a blg old job., But then she went and did all those pictures.
5it down and put your feet up for a minute, Deb. You deserve it.

Trivia question. Just to satisfy my own curiousity, does anybody
know how many Alphans there ares now? What did they start our with, 311 or
s0? Well, they've killed off an awful lot of them. So how many are left?

Something really neat has been happening as a result of ComleC. First
I've been catching a lot of opinions and ideas from other Space fans and
expressing my own in return. Here comes the neat part. All of a sudden
I'm getting letters that start, "You don't know me, but I read your letter
in £gg¥2§ and do you want to be penpals?® dow! I love it. I really feel
like I'm getting a lot of my money.

Last, and certainly not least, I've decided not to point out to Pam
that Tony really called Alan a "dumb, blind kangaroo®. (ED NOTE: gee,
thanks, Kathy!)

Mona Delitsky/ c/o Dept. of Chemistry/University of Michigan/Ann_Arbor,
MI__4B109__(B/18/77)

Well, ComloC is getting more interesting every time. 1It's good to see
lots of people getting inte the act exprassfng their opinions and also

good to see more Space: 1999 fans. However, some people have to grow up
and stop making personal attacks on the “riters. Some of the comments

made against Ted Hruschak or myself personally reveal the childishness of
the people who made them. If you want to disagree with someone, fine,

but stop making comments about the person himself. 1t degrades the quality

of ComloC.

ere's only one person's letter in ComloC #3 that I feel duty bound to
make comment on. About Sandi Necci's letter: Sheeesh! Chuck and I dis-
cussed the letter and he told me that his initial reaction to it. As he
read the letter he kept saying "Yes! Yes!" agreeing with everything you
said. THEN, he got to the paragraph about "The A B Chrysalis” which to
him (and to me) aeems totally out of place after all the intelligent com-
ments you made about Year 1 and our favorite villian Preddie Freiberger
(you ought to hear Chuck foam at the mouth about Freiberger; we spend hours
talking about how we'd 1ike %o burn him in effigy...) Anyway, I don't see
how you can say that the plot was cliched, I think you missed the beauty
and the whole point to the thing. The bit about a chrysalis lifestyle was
simply fascinating, an idea I'd never seen anywhere else in sF, That was
NOT eliched at all, And, o'mon, the allens were nnt saying "It's logleal
for us to destroy Alpha®, they were saying "It's not logical for us, with
everyone on our planet sleeping in chrysalis to let our defenses dowm, 1In
this state, we cannot defend ourselves and so we cannot stop the shock
wayes and risk the destruction of nur entire civilization.™ That's what
they were saying and they had a bloody good reason to say 1t, even though
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detrimental to our heroes. And lord, I don't know how you can com-
;:r:a:he dignity, the fine dignity, of John Koenig: a man who will grit
his teeth in the worst situations (e.g. “War Games®) and keep his cool
{ and strictly to be a ood example to the other Alphans even when he.
too, is scared to death) to the pompus, macho, egotistiecal, pErract
James T. Kirk, I mean, I still like 5tar Trek and when I saw "Turnabout
Intruder® the other day, I realized that I still like Shatner, but the
Ywo characters are so drastically different from each other thaE there
gimply is no comparison. When Koenig was "preaching his gospel”, as you
galled it, in the end of "The A B Chrysalis®, it was simply a declaration
that despite the fact that he thought it was all over for Alpha in a few
minutes, he was still willing to make a statement and keep his dignity.
The man i5 a gem, Not macho, not trying to make it with every woman on
the moonbase, but a mature individual with a tough job, one he certainly
didn't ask for, but which he handles well., He's tough, without being
macho; he's cool as well as being warm and having a lot of depth. Koenig
is not and never has been your typical one-dimensional action/adventure
hero. Everything, to his relationship with the other characters gvictor
in "Black Sun”, Maya in "The Rules of Luton”, Helena and Alan in "Journey
4o Yhere®) has shown the great depth to the man and his true emotions.
He is a person with dignity, maturity (tons more than Kirk), ele:arness
{witness how he got Alpha out of trouble by using his brains in "The last
Enemy” or even "The Metamorph"), compassion, and raifnssn {(how do you thin
he felt sending Helena off in an eagle in "Black Sun when he could have
changed that decision? He had to let his emotions stay out of it and make
a fair decision: the mark of a rood Commander).

Rerognile that there is a differnce between keeping your dignity in a
situation by not letting yourself be intimidated by someone stronger than
you, and acting "godlike". John Koenig is not an egotist. He simply has
%he ability to stand up and say what he feels (certainly this was risky
in "Voyager's Return® too) which a lot of people don't, LONG LIVE JOHN
KOEN%G%hink your problem, Ms. Neecchi, is that you automatically classify
anyone who has the highest authority in a gituation as trying to be God.
That's silly, especially in this case where it's so inaccurate.

Anyway, except for your poor vision regardinf Koenig, I thought the
rest of your letter was great. You put down Fre berger so aptly and well.
Peace?

Just for the heck of it, I thought I would present here my opinion on
the ranking of Space: 1999 episodes. I will rank them in two lists, one
for each season, because it is simply not fair to put them together.
They're almost two different shows, and it would be like comparing 1999
and Star Trek episodes, which is 1%ke comparing Psychon apples and Organ-
ian oranges (1f you get meaning) ...

I cgﬁtalﬁly gon'% axggct anyone to agree with it completely or at all,
but just for the general interest....Also, alot of the rankings are debat-
able over a few numbers; that is, I might rate something as fourteenth one
day and maybe sixteenth another day. But, a thing that I consider very
applicable is the general placement of an episcde in a list. For efsmple,
I would put "Black Sun®, "The A B Chrysalis®, and “Journey to Where at.
the Eng. and *Brian the Brain®, "The Beta Cloud”, and "Guardian of Piri
at the bottom of their respective lists, anyday!!

Anyway, here goes (and I'm not dogmatic about it at all, so no one els
should be, either?: (#1 1s best, #24 is worst).

Year 1 Year 2
1, Another Time, Another Place 1. Journey to Where
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2. Black Sun 2, The A B Chrysalis

3. Missing Link 3. Devil's Planet

4, Breakaway 4. The Bringers of Wonder #1
5. War Games 5. The Bringers of Wonder #2
6. Collision Course 6. The Lambda Factor

7+ Voyager's Return 7+ The Immunity Syndrome
8. The Last Enemy 8. 3pace darp

9. Dragon's Domain 9. Seed of Destruction

10. The Last Sunset 10. The Exiles

11, Earthbound 11. The Mark of Archanon
12, Testament of Arkadia 12. The Dorcons

13. A Matter of Life and Death 13. Catacombs of the Moon
14, Space Brain 14, One Moment of Humanity
15. Full Circle 15. Dorzak

16. Alpha child 16. Seance Spectre

17. Missions of the Darians 17. A Matter of Balance
18. The Infernal Machine 18. The Rules of Luton

19. The Troubled Spirit 19. All That Glisters

20. End of Eternity 20. New Adam, New Eve

21. Death's Other Dominion 21. The Taybor

22. Ring Around the Moon 22, The Metamorph

23. Porce of life 23, Brian the Brain

24, Guardian of Piri 2k, The Beta Cloud

This is the way I feel they should be ranked, but it's strictly my own
opinion. 1'm sure everyone else has their own way of doing it. And
please, all of you “Beta Cloud” fans, don't take it personally!! This is
simply the way I feel is the general order of the episodes, according to
quality, and I do have my biases, S50...s

As for ComloC, it's begimming to look like a regular "slander sheet”.
It's good to debate points about 1999, but it's very bad to eall each other
names because of our opinions. It's stupid, and that's not what ComloC
is for. It's obvious that we all care about Space in our respective ways
and even though I am a Year 1 fan mainly, I freely align myaelf with all
the Year 2 fans as because, for God's sake, we have a show to save!

Spacer 1999 1= on its way out if we don't do something about it. Starting
in September, many of us who now get the show will not be able to see it
at all if our loeal stations don't renew it. Most of them would be inter-
ested in shoeing new episodes (if there were a Year 3) and Gerry Anderson
wants to make a Year 3. He's said this repeatedly. 4#e have to forget
about our differences and realize that fact and URITE!

Myself and others formed an organization a while ago called The Nat-.
ional Save: lggg_gllégﬂgg which has its base in Columbus, Ohio. Our pur-
pose for jolning together was to coordinate activitiea of saving 1999,
1ike dividing up the letters needed to be sent to individual TV stations,
disperse information, ete. wWe are alaoc already in the planning stages for
a Space: 1999 convention to be held in summer 197B. #e hope that other
fans will join us in our efforts. Currently we are gaining members but
more Space fans are welcome. If you want more information regarding the
organization or the convention, write either to me here in Ann Arbor or
to The National Save: 1999 Alllance, P. 0. Box 20185, Columbus, OH 43220.

Come on, Alphana. Help us SAVE SPACE: 1999%:

Jeff_Jones/1379 wWestmoreland Ct. ﬁPt-'D/b°12&9921_95__52§§9~_£§[§E£221

Hi, fellow Alphans. This letter started out as a simple plea for
unity tut after reading some of the letters in ComLoC #? there were a few

20

oints I could not resist commenting on.

e RE: J. L. Shevlowitz. Why does it matter why Maya is sick from? The
important fact is that she is sick and not knowing what is responsible for
it just adds to the tenseness of the situation. As for the aterilized,
controlled atmoaphere of Alpha, maybe she caught whatever it was while
bouncing around on some planet whose atmosphere was not sterilized and
sontrolled. The molecules of the seditive in all probability did remain
in her system but just because it worked on one life form doesn't mean
that it would be the least bit effective on a totally different life form.

A3 for security, you act as if nine out of ten people on Alpha were
running around with a purple sleeve. Feople will always be people and as
long as they are there will always be a need for security, especlally on
an installation such as Alpha.

RE: Ted Hruschak. It's a shame to see such a nice person display such
Trekkie-like attitudes, There was an awful lot of good stuff in Year 2.
Pity that your mind was made up from the time you saw "The Metamorph” that
Year 2 was bad. You sure did miss a lot. Sure, Year 2 had its bad moment
but so did Year 1.

RE: Donna Lotze. I totally agree with you. Most Space: 1999 fans
don't dislike Trek; it's merely the closed mindedness of the Trekkiss that
disgusts us.

RE: Lisa Putman. I quite agree with you, especially concerning Ted.
Come on, Ted, wake up.

RE: Sandi Neechi., w%ell, Sandi darlin', I can tolerate most of what
you said, I also conslder myself a member of the Farewell Fred Preiberger
Club (3FC). However, you must admit that feather brain Fred did do a few
good things for Moonbase Alpha (oh well, I guess accidents will happen).

Howaver, my poor misguided child, I cannot let your comments on "The
A B Chrysalis® pass. I'm sure that Mona Delitsky has pretty much expresse
my feelinga in her letter as we both consider this episode one of the best
if not the best of Year 2. Az to your comments on John Koenig, may you be
forced to spend the next four years alone withi Brian the Brain. John
Koenig is the commander and if anyone should dominate the show it should
be him. To equate John Koenig to the almighty James Tiberius Kirk, a
STARSHIP CAPTAIN--one of only a few men in the galaxy capable of holding
that position (how many times have we heard that one), is a criminal of-
fense as bad as Ted's "lost in Space¥ comments, There are a few similar-
ities between Koenig and good old Captain Kirk who stands on the pulpit...
er, bridge of the g%jgxggigﬁ with an American flag in one hand and a copy
of "Fifty Ways to Violate the Prime Directive” in the other while spouting
the gospel according to the book of James (T, Kirk that is). While
Commander Koenig is totally loyal to Dr. Russell (with the possible excep-
tion of "Missing Link"), Kirk runs around with half the women in the Milky
Yay. I understand that in the new Star Trek series Kirk's command chair
is going to be replaced with a bed. It should be quite a time saver., HNow
don't get me wrong. I like William Shatner and James T, Kirk; I really
do. But when it comes to clagss, James T, Kirk isn't even in the same ball
park with John Koenig. It'as like comparing a new Rolls Royce with a '66
Chevy; they both get the job done but the John Koenig has so much more
class in doing it. In a head to head competition the onll events in which
Captain Kirk would win would be bed hopping and chest baring events.

Hey, Tedii! You 3till awake out there? All right now, repeat after m
I LIKE YEAR 2.

AS you may have noticed most of my comments have been ver{ pro Space:
1999, Why? Because I love this show and I don't want to see it die. The
time has come for all Alphans to unify. In an attempt to do this, Mona,
Chuck, Ted (yes, the same one), Mike Cruthers, and myself have formed the
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National Save: 1999 Alllance. ie are attempting to offer a means
ization for all '99 fans and clubs. The bizgns% problem we fac: i:rhgiﬁgn‘
able to reach all the '99 fans. There are still many '99 fans who know
of no other fans. 3Some don't even know the show has been cancelled. e
have to reach these people and let them know there are others out there.
I called the TV columnist from our loecal morning nawspaper, told him who
I was and about our organization. The next day his entire column was de-
voted to our conversation with the huge headline GROUP #ANTS 1999 REVIVED
As a result, I received letters from fans in Columbua (where the show is
seen only on cable from Cleveland or Cincinnati). They have all pledged
to do whatever they can to help. “ho knows how many more there are out
thnre'yet to be reached? For this reason I ask you to write us, get all
your '99 friends to »rite to us, and do whatever you can to find those
lost '99 fanas, e ecannot sava our show by sitting back and wishing for it
we must be vocal, Let people kmow that we're out here. Look at the Trek-
kiPﬂéeggr:vcigvgnnurlshow1:n¥1;ess than they love theirs? 3
nsing, wou e to make one final comment.
letter I have been poking fun at Ted Hruschak. Those of you 3:5"5§§?%t b
know Ted probably think that the only way he would =ateh a Year 2 episode
is if forced to by six armed security guards with lasers sot on kill and
orders to shoot if he should so much as look away from the sereen., In
reality, Ted is one of the most devout Space: 1999 fans anyw+here. He loves
?::c:hﬂwﬁeBsgﬂ {g:rs. T:d hﬂi dgnuhas mich as anyone as far as saving i
3 s . one who coined the SAVE: 1999 phrase and . q
to g:;z h%m askon; oi mwlf:}low co-coordinators, it ik s
? ou oka o let's try it o . i ™,
murglfeilingi IyLIKH L Tdo.ry ne more time. This time with a little
osing, I repeat my request that you »rite to us and do e
can to “3E° other '99 fans aware of our organization. The adgiﬁﬁﬁhigztﬂgu
National SAVE: 1999 Alliance, P. O. Box 20185, Columbus, OH 43220, Until
ComloC #5, take care, fellow Alvhans_and SAVE: 1999, ;

Debbie_walsh/1030 York pvenue/Lansdale, FA__19446 _(8/31/77)

Howdy, fellow fans and I love you all. It's so nice to be le j
let looze with Spacer-isms and Space enthusiasm without having i: #nﬁgyJuSt
:?gut those tacky Trekkie sneers. “hich brings me to my first point:

g you know that a lot of Trekkera are really eleset Spacers? Really!
Eud ;; ve all b?en spreading the rumor that all Trek fans are anti-3pace
ﬁth‘ bﬂ:sf‘:inr:u:;u:; tIt‘s t:c neo-fans in great part who become snob-

: at many S G E 3
feasrtotenjﬁytgg 1?: ihow. Sg tﬁuiz?s are gracious about Space, and con-

Hext, what's a his rot about Firast Year fans and Second 2
Ez?en't you noticed that the Moon is still the Moon, the Cummang:;ri:agzill

e same man (hair parted on the correct side), the nagle section is still
commanded by the same pilot, and Medical Center still revolves around a
certain doctor? The premiszes of the show are still the same, and if you
cgn be tolerant of the inconsistancies and incongruities of the second set
of episodes (of the same series!), the show itself is much the samﬂ--maﬁf
of the good things remain or have been further developed. oOf course ¥you
miss Victor Bergman--everyone does. But, hey, isn't Maya great? |
= “hich brings me to another point. (hold on to your seats folks!) hy

S everyone picking on Maya? Yeah on you, Kathi Lynn Higley. ‘thy can't
Maya be Maya? By the way, Ms. Schell was born in Hungary, and is an Amer-
iean cltifen. not British. As a hard-core schell fan from way back, I
think she's added some much-neadad grace, humor, and beauty to acceasion=
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ally weak scripts. Of course, extraordinarily weak seripts, like "Cata-
comba of the Moon", couldn't really be helped by her, and they didn't
ayen bother., what turkeyd.

But Kathi is on the right track--iI you've watched the show enough to
be able to make criticisms, there must be something you like...so why not
just sit back and enjoy?

Now, as to J. L. shevlowitz, thank you for your lovely admission that
space has the potential to be greater than Star Trek. However, both shows
have gqualities that make them beautiful and unique, and shall we leave it
at that and not compare?

As to your statement about Space being like a repertoiry company this
seems to be typical of British films and television--take a look at
Upstairs, Downstairs, wodahogfs Plgyhouse, anything--group participation,
group effort, group satisfaction at a job well done. By the way, I'd love
to see yowr Scripts-=I happen to edit this fanzine, see...

RE: Ted Hruschak., Since ewven Nick Tate can't pronounce *1999" without
tripping on his tongue, I vote for "spacers”, to diffenentiate us from the
characters on the show, who are ealled "Alphans®.

Second, what's wrong with "The Beta Cloud"? Frankly, It's one of my
all-time favorites, one of the few second season episodes with nearly all
of the first season regulars. ‘hatever problems there may have been with
the nature of the robot and the Alphans' efferts to stop it, you must ad-
mit that the episode was a good showcase for the haracters and gave us mor
insight into them--like Fraser really is dumb, Sahn can do much more than
faint, Maya does have limitations on her powers, and so on. And nothing
will ever change my mind about Tony's chauvinism; as an Irish Italian I
know how Italian Catholic males are raised, at least within my own family,
and that macho image is almost a part of their genes. If you're wondering
how I figure Tony is Catholic, check out "The Bringers of Wonder, part one
and the scene with Tony and Guido and the discussion about their parents.
Mama made the spaghettl sauce with everything in it but holy water, and
that i3 a particularly Catholic

To Rose Stanley (ComLoC #2): Stanley Kubrick is the infamous co-
writer of the movie "2001: A Space Odyssey”. (the other partner being
Arthur ¢, Clarke)

To Fveryone: 1 just figured I'd put this in. I am a Trek fan, a Space
fan, a Man From Atlantis Fan, etc., etc.,--in other words, a science
fiction fan...a state of being, whieh, I think binds us all.

To Sandi Necchi: “ho is GHU? By the way, I too liked "The Starloat”
and for that I hope Harlan Ellison will forgive me. Agreed on your
reaction to "Collision Course”--a beautiful episcde. MNr. Zap-em-up, huh?
Try Freddie Frenchfry, ala Lillie Deans. Haven't you noticed how all the
nasty aliens get fried? I really like your sentiments about Space and
Trek fandoms=-if we love either of these shows let's act like we do and
re.pect the ideals they embrace. That is the one thing I've never been
able to understand about these intolerant Trekkies...

Paychons are pot born with the power of molecular transformation and
Psyche helped to amplify Maya's abilities. Note in *Dorgak®” he (Dorzak)
had to be taught how to change his form; in "The Metamorph” Mentor spoke
about teaching Maya the secret, yet never used the ability himself--
#hich would indicate that he. wasn't able to.

Concerning Helena's quadrants, I always thought they were the areas of
space immediately surrounding the moon, radiating out. In any case,
three-dimenslonal apace demands the term "octants®, not quadrants, as
quadrants indicate the dimensions of length and width only.

1 must say that Fred Freiberger has done one thing for both Space and
Trek fandoms--he's given us a point of contact, community--it is a pain to
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gsee something beautiful and cherished prostituted. Ma
. ay I suggest that
we all meet by Airlock 7 and arran o
S ot ahaslonk 2 ge for Freddie to take a walk--sans
In reguards to Mona Delitsky's remarks about 5
E pace being t -
bral for the average viewer: I protest. If a show is too cgreaga%e::d
pagple protest about it, it is most likely because they haven't developed
?h }ste for it after decades of being wenned on video pap, I find your
whole concept of “"Brainless, ignorant people” insulting and not unlikel
;qe:gsﬁngglzo:; :; t?e {fe]ings of ant%gnnlsm felt towards Spacers -Tgiq
. 2 a feelings we're t t m A
fhislczﬁzzingy ishnot il creﬂiﬁ Eﬁitglcumbnt in Trek fandom! And
've bopped around ComloC “3 long snouph, insulti
I'm sure and it's time for some ind i T Sans Tenire tho
smuk; ris}"% et il some independent thinking. Please ignere the ‘.
ne of the things 1 love about Space: 1999 iz the alive
i g E a ’ o+ An=
dom ;rngndlit, but there really isn't enough fanfiction. altE::;hngaf;Eq
:re eginning to blessom, as an editor, I've found that there aren't 5 -
IT::thpuople writing Space sterles, Literary talent has little to do
: e ab}lity to create a plotline--sec I challenge every fan out there
o: ::mgo:pDV1thT:gn:; E]ot for Hdapaee episode and send it either to me
LoC . ether, we can develop the thing Space L
nﬁedﬁpzagzﬁ nag—-mgri c{entivs, original thinking.}p S ]
5 g of original thinking, don't forget the campaign t
::::;ssﬂsztroghwritten any love-notes to Preddie Silvermaﬁ? grga;zu:ur
s + to the typewriter (or inkwell, erayon box), and to the mail
One last thing before I sign off. Vir Lo
. . zinia Walker, in ComloC 42 -
Ec?teg thatlsomeonf collect and arrange the dates of the secg:d seéuénaug
ﬁshigs::ﬁ aﬂ;:iiigldt?oniimosf of the work hefore reading that plea, and
: meline in novel. 3 ;
e chronolng;f 50 here is the entire timeline,

Episode Titla
Brn:kgzq tla dava Earth Date
% ¥ 1 Sept. 11, 1999
The Ketanorpn a2 Aug. 21, 2000
ﬂnz ﬁ;au:i of Humanity ggg o 21: S
All That Glisters 565 ;eg.hlt. 2901
The Mark of Archanon ) Mq S5 200
The Rules of Luton 892 Sani 2 oo
New Adam, New Eve 1095 Ran. e
Brian the Brain 1150 s
Catacombs of the Moon 1196 g::. 36 23022 1
The A B Chrysalis 1288 ¥ob: 20, 2003
The Bota Cloud 1503 Sept. 23, 2003
Seed of Destruction 1608 Jan. 5. So0h
Q Matter of Balance 1702 A::£15§ 2gg:h
Bg::;k!arp %gg? July 22: 2004
The Sgnnee Spactre ang $§§° ?5 ZEgsq
Devil's Planet 2306 Daes 3212003
e At Fagter e e s o
Syndrome 2310 SR
B e 15,200
The Taybor 2 no date LR, o
Journey to Whare no date

Not that Tony and Maya knew that they loved m i
. m aach other ud -
nt of Humanity™, yet everyone's been maiing such a f:s: uvég -3?5 gg?q

_gloud” almnat two years later,
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And Maya knows Dorzak exisis when she says

e only living Psychon in "The Dorcona”. And "Journey to Where",

g's th
P a log date!

the episode with so muech emphasis on dates, was never given

For those of you “ho prepare ammunition for attack, please remember

these discrepancies are the fault of Freiberger--ye olde Story Editor--
for not even attempting continuity. S5o how can the Moon go from one
Janet to another in four days? ("Devil's Planet" to "The Immunity Syn=
grome“} I still want to meet at Airlock 7 at 0800 hours...
That's all...take care...and by all means, enjoy. Oh yes, don't for-
get to rite Freddie Silvermani!_

EMPORIUM

Alpha Qewsletter. ¢/o Steve Eramo, 5 Kimball Drive, jtoneham, MA 02180.

A newsletter for '99 fen., Current issue (#8) contains articles, short
stories, news section, reviews, question/Answer section with Zienia Merton
and Nick Tate, ad section, ete. Price is $1.00. Subscriptions also
ayailable. SASE for more information.

ART & STORY #2 is a science fiction and fantasy magazine avallable from

James D. Denny, P. 0. Box 9124, Fresno, CA 93790, This issue contains
a four page article on '99 with a variety of photos. The back page con-
taina a nueber of '99 photos also. Cost for this issue of %RT L STORY
is %2.00, Subseriptions of 3 issues is %6.00. ERJORDS Is the news=-
Jetter associated with A%S and the newest isaue E_gi contains a long
article on 5tar Wars, an article on Ray Bradbury's return to comics, and
a nice article on '99. Cost for this is 50¢ or it is free with nn order
or subscription to ART & STORY.

E 0 N C (Darth Vader in Star Wars and the creature in
the second season episode of Space: 1999 "The Beta Cloud®™). The club is
just being formed.and if you are interested please send a SASE to The
Dave Prowse Fan Club, 3339 So. Galena Ct., Denver, Colorado 80231.

N_AND B IH ND SS0CT FAliS i3 in the first stage
of conception. Planned are an official and authorized club for these two
actors from Space: 1999 and a special one-shot (at the moment) fanzine
saluting the entire career of both the Landaus. Emphasis will be on all
aspects of their careers, not just '99. If interested, please send a
SASE with your name, address, age, and phone number enclosed to Martin and
Barbara (Bain) Association of Fans, 48 Clark Street, Lynn, MA 01920,

gaiu MISSION ALPHA, the firat American Spacet 1999 fan club, is again open
or membership. Under new leadership and after a massive reorganization
this elub is omoving to be in the forefront of Space fandom. For $5.00
you receive two black and white photos, a membership card, a bi-monthly
newsletter, and the twice-yearly (so far) journals, For more information
on this excellent and highly recommended club send a SASE to Main Mission
slphﬂ. ¢/o Mary Bloemaker (president), 00 Saratoga St., East Boston, MA

ijgq %ﬂﬂ FIN%].gﬂ?ﬁIﬁE {s done! This very exeiting, original Space: 1995
Tiovel takes place in an "alternate universe® where Tony, Maya, and Alan
have crash landed on the planet they were surveying and tells the story of
the efforta of the residents of Moonbase Alpha to locate their friends,
as well as what happens to the three Alphans on the planet Pandora, Beau-
tifully written, it contains all of the Year 1 and Year 2 characters
masterfully links together the gaps between the two seasons. For ordering
information, please send a SASE to Deborah M. wWalsh, 1030 York Avenue,
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The editors of ComloC highly recommend this novel:

Hi, it’s us again....

Moonbase Alpha Status Report....oh, good lord...

Hi, this is your friendly neighborhood dumb, blind kangaroo: Yes, my
friends, you now hold in your hands my baby, born from reams of paper,
miles of Taperaser, inches of fingernails, drops of sweat, and hours with-
out sleep. I do get myself into the most incredible situations!

All right. Before some of you go running to Chuck saying "Pam cut

Lansdale, PA 19LLé,

this out of my letteri”, let me say that he already knows what all I edited,

As partners he and I naturally back each other fully when it comes to ed-
itorial decisions. Speaking of which, Beckett has a rule to lay down.

ABSOLUTELY N0 personal slander =ill be printed about any individual
letter writer.

One-sided? Perhnaps. However ComloC is Chuck’s and my 'zine and we will
not stand to have it turn into a soapbox for personal vendettas, If you
want to pick a fight with someone over something they have written, use
your paper, stamps, time and money...not gurs! If you don't agree, well,
stnf;'xgug o'n 'zine and you can do as you wish. But not in my 'zine you
=on't!

Many of the -riters in this issue have expressed a desire to see an end
to personal commenta on the letters in the previous issue. ‘e have no
stand on this one way or the other. As long as the above rule js abided
please feel free to say whatever is on your mind. A suggestion to remem-
ber if you wish, a letter with nothing but comments on previous letter dees
tend to bog dovn in spots.

Something that has been concerning me is the "internal confliet” be=-
tveen Space: 1999 fen--the "Year-l-is-better-no-Year-2-is-no-it=izn't"
comedy. “hen I began to type up this issue 1 was quite ready in print an
editorial full of "fire and brimetone” in regards to the lunacy ~f this
chlldizhness, but to my delight, 1've found that about 9064 of the '99 fen
I've come in contact with are mature, sensible people who have come to
grips with the ultimate truth: Space: 1999 is ipace: 1999, Congratulation;
Most of you have your heads screwed on properiy! As for the minority who
insist on perpetuating the knife-throving, either you'll asventually be
brought to your senses or be drowned ouil by the more gracious mambers of
our family. In any ease, 98% of the writers in this issue deserve a great
big hug...-ith all the love you are showing, ~ill definitely be watching
Year 3 next fall! ;

By the way, should any of you doubt my honestly, I do print all of the
comments made on the individual '99 actors--positive and negative. Even
on Nick, Even when it makes me so angry I could cry. For those oho want
fctinuble check that statement, ask Chueck. He'll have all the origin-1
rtters,

Mn the episode reneval front, I was completely stunned to hear that my
Pittsburgh atation that carrles *99 (WPGH, channel 53) will continue to
run it this fall at the same decent time. Don't any of you ever say that
miricles de no oeccur!! Unfortunately my happiness is overshadewed by the
knowledge that many of my friends will not be able to watch it, probably
beginning this menth. If you wouldn't mind, it might be a good idea to
include in your letter next time whether or not you'll be able te get "99
this fall and if so, ~hat station(s) is carrying it. For those of you =hn
have have received the old ax, perhaps we could work cut a taping syatem
“here those who need epizodes taped could have them done. Comments?

An apology for the tardiness of this issue. oOriginally this was to
be completed by the end of August. However, in July my mother =as hospit-
alized again and is still so. (cancer and fandom do not mix!) Most of my
time has been spent with her, but again, my apologies.
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The clock saya 4 am and I can't see the keya anymore. Deadline for
next issue is tentatively set as the last week of October and Chuck edits

#5. My deepest love and thanks to all for writing and take care,

SPACE ON:

Fm.

“hat else is new?...
4ell, ComloC's a month late and for that I apologize but switching to
this new format has caused a lot of running around to office supply store

#well, it's late again.

to office supply store. MNot to mention the fact that I st rted college
this month aﬁg gm learning a lot about distribution of my time properly.
Please forgive the delay but I think this new format represents some
progress for Q%EL%Q. 1 hope vou all like the new look.

Okay, first of all I'd like to welcome ComloC's host of new readers
that have come to us in response to an ad that was in STARLOG #9, Many
of you nev readersmaybe a little lost at first but if you read through
the diacusaions carefully and stick around you'll learn who's who. Some
of you have asked about back isszues and I've gotten some orders lately
for the back issues. Well, sorry, but at this point all coples of pre-
vious issues are gone. I will be reprinting them and if you'd like to
gend a SASE for notification when they're done that's fine or if you'd
prefer you can wait and I'11 announce the finishing of the reprints in
my Tuture editorials as they are done, Cost for the reprints will vary
according to the amount of postage needed to send them. The first issue
being reprinted presently is #1. ©Cost for it will probably run about
35¢. Stay tuned to the editorials for further info on this. Also, those
of you who have alraady sent in money for back issues please note that
your money has been prorated to your subscription. If you are curlous as
to hen your subscription expries then look on the address label on the
back of this issue and in the parentheses you'll see a number. This num-
ber represents the last issue in your subscription. Therefore, if the
number in the () is 4 then this is your last issue until you resubscribe,

Starting after this issue ComloC is going monthly. No, I'm not crazy
and yes I think it can be dene, Activity in fandom is increasing almost
geometrieally and these 2-3 month gaps between issues is making for over
sized iasues and alow discussions. The next issue of ComloC is going to
be a double issue (#5/6) and will be $1.00 if you haven't paid for it yet
It will contain the usual letters plus three additional extras. First
we'1l have a report from Mona Delitsky on her recent trip to England in
which she got to see or talk to every '99 star who was on the continent
at the time (she talked to me for 2 hours the day after she came back and
1 was totally dumbfounded at her terrific luck at getting to the stars.
I'm sure it'11 be a fascinating letter). Second #e'll have a letter from
Pat Jenkina, an English fan and the vice-president of the British Nick Ta:
Fan Club. She'll be telling about the day she spent with Martin Landau.
Thifdly, the next issue will be a catch up issue on the fanzine reviews
that have been absent in the past two issues. A lot of 'zines have come
out lately so there'll be quite a few reviews. I'll be doing nosf of theo
but if any of you out there would like to review a '99 ‘zine for #5/6 ther
please feel free to do so. All letters for publication next issue should
be to me by October 25. That is the final deadline date. I'm gonna be
on schedule if it kills me!

Mona's listing of eplsodes in her letter this issue has promted a new
little undertaking for the next issue of ComLoC. All who wish to partic-
ipate are welcome to do so. I would like for all of you who are reading
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this to make a listing of episodes in the same manner Mona did, ranking
them #1-24 on a season by season basis. 1I'l1l then take this ratings
when I get them and try to find out where the average placement of the
episodes generally fall, I won't be able to print all these rankings
but I will present a numerical representation of where they fell.

I1'd like to take this chance to make an apology to all of you Wwhose
letters and tapes I just haven't had time to answer. It's not intentional,
so please don't get mad at me. 1I'l1l try to get caught up soon.

Well, this issue has to be taken into the printers this afternoon so
I1'd best wrap all this up. Everyone remember to keep on writing to the
following address urging ABC to pick up 1999. The address is:

Mr. Patrick Pleven You also should address some of these letters
Programming Dept. to this address to Mr. Fred 5ilverman. He
BRC-Television Network too is very important. Afterall, he is the
1330 Avenue of the Americas Vice-President in Charge of Programming but
New York, NY 10019 Pleven is important too because he has had

a bit of contact with the fans.

One last thing. Everyone try to get the ne's of the campaign to your
local nespapers and such. Jeff Jones sent me a copy of the ~rite up his
local paper did and it was very nice. Try to contact your local major
papers, any small weekly publications in your city, college newspapers
(this can be very important since many 3F/Trek/'99 fans can be found at
colleges), and you might also try to get plugs for the letter campaign in
any of the small TV Guide-like publications that are published in many
cities and distributed free at local stores. If you are able to get any
plugs or articles about the campaign printed please let me know where
the notice was printed and if possible I would appreciate a copy (photo
copy or duplicate) to put into a "revival scrapbook". 1I'll also print
a listing of where revival news has appeared in the media in each issue
of ComloC.

% '4%1 for now. Hope you've enjoyed this issue of ComloC. Year III on
A LI ]
Fly like an eagle,

Cleifo
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ComLoC

c/o Chuck Raue
804 Rowell Street
Mobile, AL 36606

»First class mail)<



