AN COMPUTER

Newsletter of the INTERNATIONAL SPACE:1999 ALLIANCE Volume2Number6

MC Interviews...STEVE ERAMO

(Steve is Editor and Founder of ALPHA NEWSLETTER/5 Kimball Dr/Stoneham, MA 02180)

Would you tell us a little about yourself, Steve? I was born in Cambridge, MA in 1961
and moved to Stoneham when I was around six. I graduated from Stoneham High School in
1978 and am currently in my second year at the University of Massachusetts/Boston major-
ing in English. I enjoy writing, reading, drawing, theatre, tennis, bowling, mystery/
detective novels, and TV series, and, of course, science fiction. As far as life ambi-
tions, I guess finish school with an English degree, get to England next year, and just
basically continue meeting new friends and enjoying life.

How long have you been doing AN, and how long do you think you'll continue to do it?
It's been four fun (and a little hectic) years doing Alpha Newsletter. I will keep on
doing the newsletter as long as there's an audience out there for it.

Do you notice any difference between fan attitude now and when you first started pub-
lishing AN? I think SPACE fandom is a lot more structured now. People are getting to
know each other which is most important in fandom. I also feel people are more outgoing
now, want to keep up with things and become involved in fandom. I was a bit scared at
the beginning of the year (and actually thru 1979 also) because I felt fan attitude was
declining drastically, and there was a time when I thought I'd have to shut AN down, but
things are looking up now and I have an even more positive attitude toward what's hap-
pening now.

What is the hardest part of doing a zine, and the easiest? I think the hardest thing is
just deciding what to put in each issue. You have to try to have a variety of things in
a zine in the hopes of entertaining all that read your work. The easiest thing is bring-
ing it (the newsletter) up to the post office to be mailed.

['T1 put you on the spot now...do you have a favorite 1999 character? while I enjoy all
the characters on 1999, I have to admit I do have some favorites. Alan Carter for one,
the sort of character one can look up to and identify with. Sandra Benes is a wonderful
character...what more can I say? Paul Morrow, a strong character with a balance of
strength and vulnerability. Bob Mathias, my favorite doctor on Alpha. And Bill Fraser,
another character one can identify with and one people can care about.

What, in your opinion, is the best thing that's come out of fandom and what do you enjoy
most? I think the dedication and hard work are the best product from fandom. Again,
everyone making a contribution to keep SPACE fandom going. I enjoy putting out the news-
letter of course, but I think my favorite thing about fandom is just meeting people and
making new friends. o

You write a Tot of short stories. How many have you done and do you have a favorite?
Seven stories in all. This is another interesting aspect of fandom, being able to con-
tinue SPACE:1999, while maybe not on TV but in print. My favorite stories would probab-
ly be A Minor Conspiracy because it involved all the secondary characters; also To Save
A Life because it concentrated almost totally in the medical section.

How important is fandom to you? Can you see a time when you're no longer active in it?
I feel that fandom and, of course the people involved, have a special place in my life.
Fandom is fun, interesting and, in some respects, challenging. I don't see any time, at
least in the near future, that I will not be active in fandom. Besides SPACE, I'm in-
volved in Avengers, Professionals and of course Dr. Who fandom. So I still have a lot
to keep me busy. (cont. on pg. 2)




MC Interviews...(cont. from pg. 1)
Do you have any general comments about 1999 or fandom? Let's just keep it going, gang!

(Thanks, Steve, for taking the time to do this interview. Next issue MC will interview
[heaven help us!] the Georgia Delegation. Your nominees for future interviews are wel-

come. )

From the Editor

Sifting through the stacks of papers to organize for this issue brings to mind the early
days of deciding whether to do a regular Alliance newsletter. We wondered if we could
possibly have enough to say to warrant a publication or if we'd end up using lots of
meaningless 'filler'. Well, here we are almost at the end of a second volume and we've
not yet been at a loss for new material. Your response to MC has been supportive and
encouraging, an indication that we are serving your needs and that we are a solidly es-
tablished and respected organization. We've come a long way from the days when 1999
fans felt intimidated, and maybe even a little ashamed, when they said they liked the
series. Practice this phrase on a friend or two today, look them in the eye and say it

proudly... 1999 LIVES!
Mare

Buck’s Back, Galactica’s Gone

Good news and bad. Buck Rogers fans are overjoyed with the renewal news. A few changes
are coming up though: BR will be slanted more toward adults, more toward drama rather
than SF, and is moving to Saturday evening. Unfortunately for its many fans, Galactica:
1980 has been officially declared dead.

Catherine Schell Ad

Member Martin East (Bucks, England) writes: I am currently enjoying watching out for one
of the "Phillips" electrical adverts on TV. Catherine Schell appears in it, and appro-
priately at the end she says "changing science fiction *into science fact"!

Members Speak

Last month, ALIEN ATTACK was aired on the CTV network. The cast were at their finest
along with the special effects, which I think were the best in the first episode, many
of them never seen throughout the series. There was one difference from the show which
might disappoint some fans, but to me seemed to fit in more with the rate of develop-
ment of our space program. The date was changed from the year 1999 to 2100. I managed
to record it, so if any eager fans want it, just write me. Viktor Jutasi/117 First Ave/
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2G3 CANADA.....I think BLACK HOLE was one of the greatest SF feature
films of all time, and that it offered everything a topnotch SF production should offer:
a superb script, an excellent cast, a marvelous John Barry score and magnificent SpFX.
As to Mr. Tom Sorlie's denunciation of GALACTICA:1980 as "trash", there's only one piece
of advice that T can offer him: don't watch the show. Allen Jones, Port Arthur, TX.....
FANTASTIC. I love DR. WHO. The SpFX are surprising for the limited budget they use.
The stories are interesting and imaginative and contain some surprising twists. Lenore
Dunlop, Seaford, NY..... BRAVE NEW WORLD was good but I think it might have been better
if it was cut down. Patty Fontana, Garfield Hts, OH..... T thought BRAVE NEW WORLD was
unusual but it was the best made for TV movie I have seen in a long time. THE ALIENS
ARE COMING was dead to begin with. The script writer, well, died two years before.

Ann M. Murphy, Rock Island, IL..... THE ALIENS ARE COMING (is) a very good story, spe-
cial effects that are not stupendous but very convincing. The aliens are especially
well done. Excellent script and performances by the cast. This could be an interesting
and exciting weekly series. If you like it, let NBC know. George Melanson, Moncton,
New Brunswick, Canada
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The Presidents on Con 80

We'd like to let you know how things are progressing. At this time we have 9 tentative
guests and one very interested person. What is a tentative guest? A tentative guest is
one who has received an invitation and who has replied that if his/her schedule permits,
he/she would be very interested in coming. We have received some negative feedback
concerning our policy of inviting guests from other shows. It can be clearly seen (see
Update 2) that the 1999 guest stars outnumber the stars from the other series by 8 (and
possibly 9) to 1. The voiced opinion that this will be just a general SF con is quite
obviously wrong. We had hoped, however, that, unlike some other fan groups, the fans

of 71999 would be open-minded enough to realize that there are other SF shows as good as
1999 in existence, and confident and strong enough in their own undying loyalty to 1999
to actually enjoy having stars from other shows present. We have been asked if we don't
feel the 1999 guests are a big enough draw. Out past two cons are all the answer we
need. The people who come to see the other series stars may help us to bring over an
additional 1999 guest, but it is the multitude of 1999 fans which allowed us to bring
the stars we have in the past. We feel sorry for anyone who does not come because of
the "other SF" guests. It will mean fewer 1999 fans, which will not look good for 1999,
and this year we need all the fans we have. Our tentative guest list is the largest we
have ever had and, with airfares seeming to rise almost daily, unless we have a large
turnout, we may be forced to tell some of our guests that we cannot afford to bring
them. We are waiting to hear from you. Please let us know as soon as you can.

Con 81 Site Survey

The choices are narrowed down to six cities: Altanta, Boston, Cincinnati, Chicago, St.
Louis, and Los Angeles. A vote will be taken at Con '80; if you are not attending, send
your choice to headquarters by July 1. Con '8l location will be announced at Con '80.

Poll Results

The results of our informal poll (If given a choice, would you prefer a third season of
1999, an original 1999 theater movie, or a completely new Gerry Anderson series?) shows
an almost unanimous call for a third season for TV. Member Chris Hantzopulos (Brooklyn,
NY) summed up very well the general feeling: I don't think one film would be enough to
satisfy our appetites, and might not even appeal to everyone. Although we'd all like to
see a new G.A. production, I think that the stars and characters of SPACE are too dear
to us for us to choose to see anything else but a continuation of their saga, if given

a choice. :

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT---In honor of Con '80, there will be a full moon on Sunday,
July 27. Every true Alphan will want to go out and wave hello.

N.E. Section Rep

Christine Hantzopulos has been a Section Rep since last September, but a great 1999 fan
right from its start. Chris is 17 years old, going into her senior year in high school.
Her main interests are astronomy and writing. An admirer of the Landaus and Nick Tate,
Chris writes, "I'd love to see SPACE:1999 fandom grow to the same proportions as Trek
fandom, and I think that's what our goal should be."

Alphans Are Real People

Negotiations are now underway with NBC's Real People for coverage of Con '80! This
could be our greatest opportunity to let everyone know 1999 lives. Real People has been
high in the ratings week after week and they are shown in prime time nationally, so it's
now more important than ever that all of us make every effort to attend Con '80, in cos-
tume if possible for those wild and crazy looney runs.
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. Green/Birmingham B27 6LT England.

Want Ads

WANTED: Paperbacks The Mod Squad #2, Bri-
tish SPACE:1999 paperbacks Yr 1 #2-9 and
Yr 2 #1,586. Star Wars Stickers: Canadian
#1&2 and American #2&3. Model kits from
Moonbase Alpha, Stingray, Fireball XL-5 and
The Thunderbirds. For information write to
Ms Elenore Claassen/1740-47 Ave SW/Calgary,
Alberta, Canada T2T 2S2.

WANTED: Yr 2 uniform belt. Size 32 if pos-
sible but will accept any size over 32,
Must have by Con '80. Send price and size
to Claudia Fravel/2984 Dairy Dr/Gallup, NM
87301.

FOR SALE: BUBBLEGUM CARD SETS: TrekTMP (w/
stickers $12, w/o stickers $8); Buck Rogers
(w/stickers $12, w/o stickers $9), SPACE:
1999 ($6.50), Black Hole (w/stickers $8.50},
CE3K {(w/stickers $8.50, w/o stickers $5).
ORIGINAL 35mm SLIDE SETS: 45 B:G ($15), 80
Buck Rogers ($25), 35 Star wars ($10), 10
M.A.S.H., ($4), 20 Trek TV ($2.50), 40 2001
($12), 30 Black Hole ($8), 35 Monty Python
& Holy Grail ($10.50). DUPLICATE SLIDE
SETS: 40 Doc Savage ($12), 30 Alien ($9.50),

.50 SPACE:1999 ($15), 40 wizards ($14), 20

U.F.0. ($8). All post paid.
804 Rowell St/Mobile, AL 36606

Chuck Raue/

Fan Clubs & Publications

A TIME TO CHANGE, a SPACE:1999 novella by
Steve Eramo. dJust what did happer in the
lapse between Yrs 1&2? This novella (in
the author's conception) answers many of
those unanswered questions. Due for re-
lease in late May this novella will be a-
round 60 pages long with an offset photo
section. $4 US & Canada; $5 overseas.
Postage included in prices. Steve Eramo/
5 Kimball Dr/Stoneham, MA 02180

FORCE OF LAUGH, The Alpha Humor Book--last
call for submissions. SASE for details to
123 Fawn Valley Dr/McMurray, PA 15317

BRITISH NICK TATE CLUB, Alan Cérter's fa-
vorite fan club! Giant size newsletters,
lots of sale photos. 69 Francis Rd/Acocks
2 IRC's

for full details.

Empire News

Want the latest on the new Star Wars f£ilm?

(1-800-521-1980) you can call for a different recorded message each month.
Tt took a lot of dialing before I didn't get a busy signal.

You'll have to be patient.

FANDERSON '81--Con dedicated to the work of
Gerry Anderson, March 27-29, 1981, in Leeds,
England. Attending and supporting member-
ships available. For full details write
Pamela Barnes/88A Thornton Ave/Chiswick/
London W4 1Q0/England. 2 IRC's please.
PLEASE NOTE: strict 450 attendance limit!

*xx %k ATTENTION FAN CLUBS & DEALERS*****
Any fan clubs wanting a listing in the
Con '80 program book should write to

HQ as soon as possible. A line listing

with name/address/dues is free. Rates
for larger ad space are:
CLUBS DEALERS
1/4 page $2.50 $5.00
1/2 page $5.00 $10.00
full page $10.00 $20.00

Camera ready art is required, 7ix10 for
full page (other sizes on request).
Deadline is July l--don't delay!

Deadline for ads in MC#7 is June 15, 1980.
Please note: #7 is the final issue in this
volume. Next issue won't be out until Fall.

PRENTIS HANCOCK FANCLUB--check out our
current newsletter for just $1. Full mem-
berships available from 123 Fawn Valley Dr/
McMurray, PA 15317. Member National Asso-
ciation of Fan Clubs.

ALPHA NEWS SERVICE issue #10 now ready for
mailing; Dragon's Domain, Paul Morrow (si-
mulated) interview, Empire Strikes, Galac-
tica:1980 and SF 1981. $1.10 ($1.60 o.s.)
or 3~issue sub for $3 ($4.50 o.s.) Also
NEW! ANS-NEWSBRAKE, 2-pg news/summary sheet
on 1999. The only one exclusively for fans
of 1999. 5¢ + SASE (not available o.s.).
ANS/160 W Foster St/Melrose, MA 02176

A GOOD IDEA: Join a Looney Run.
make a difference!

You gg

ANS NEWSBRAKE lists a toll free number

(E4. note:

By the way, what do all of you think of The Empire Strikes Back?)

m

MAIN COMPUTER 2/b



SPACE:1999 CONVENTION '80 * JULY 25-27, 1980 * COLUMBUS, OHIO

ANTON PHILLIPS WRITES THAT'HE WILL ATTEND CON '80 IF AT ALL POSSIBLE!.....AN INVITA-
TION HAS BEEN SENT TO ED BISHOP. COMMANDER STRAKER IN THE U.F.0. SERIES..... TOM BA-
KER IS NO LONGER ON THE CONVENTION INVITATION LIST.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS send a legal size SASE to HQ for a hotel reservation card. If you

do not use a card, be sure the hotel knows you are with the con to assure the Alliance
of the best rental rates for the con facilities. A map and directions will be printed
in the next update. N

CON SCHEDULING Registrations opens at l0am Friday, but dealer's room won't open until

noon. The formal con opening and guest intros will be late afternoon or early evening.
The banquet will not be on Friday night; watch Update 4 for the new time.

BANQUET 1Lots of tickets are still left. Please note that the stars will sit with the

fans, not on a podium. Profits from the bangquet will bring another star from England.

CON TRANSPORTATION The Southern Con-voy needs more drivers! Contact Alice Newsom/130

Chris Dr/Warner Robins, GA 31093. Cost is $50.00 round trip from Warner Robins to Co-
lumbus. (Airfare would be $160.00.)

LOONEY RUNS 1If you have a costume and plan to participate in the Looney Runs, please

write to Tod Ellsworth/3691 Sheridan Rd/Portsmouth, OH 45662. Send your name, what type
of costume you'll wear, and day and time of arrival in Columbus. Also, anyone willing
to sew costumes for other fans should write to Tod.

REAL PEQOPLE AT CON '80 There's a very good chance we'll be covered by this national

network program. Costumed Alphans (and others) are needed to make this coverage a suc-
cess and assure widescale publicity for our favorite series.

COSTUME CALL Dpon't be left out of the best part of the con...wear a costume this year.

It doesn't have to take a lot of money, just a lot of imagination. One member, who shall
remain nameless, almost decided to tie an inner tube around her and come as a space sta-
tion. See what we mean? Here are the rules and procedures for the competition:

RULES :
1. No previous year's winners (costumes) may compete for prizes. They may enter in the

display category where no prizes are awarded.

2. No professional, studio-made or store-bought costumes may be entered, except in dis-
play. Patches, insignia and props are exceptions to this rule.

3. No overly bare costumes, or costumes of questionable taste.

PROCEDURE:

Each contestant will be introduced and will walk across the stage. The person or
persons will then model the costume, then leave the stage. Each contestant will then
proceed to a designated area where they will pose for pictures. Flash photography will
be allowed only in this area. No flash pictures will be allowed from the audience.

Contestants in the skit category will model their costumes with their respective
categories. After all the contestants have modeled their costumes, the judges will
leave and the skits will be presented. The skit competition will be judged by the aud-
ience. :

All costume entries are required to pre-register. For registration form, write to
Alice Newsom/130 Chris Dr/Warner Robins, GA 31093.
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AMATEUR FILM CONTEST pPrizes so far are $100.00 worth of slides from the Piri Press sales
table and a year subscription to CineMagic magazine. So far we've only one entry in the
contest. Please contact HQ right away if you are working on a film to enter. Deadline
for registration is July 10; a $2.00 entry fee per film is required.

FAN CLUB STAR INTERVIEWS Fan clubs or newsletter editors who would like to interview
the stars should contact HQ to reserve a time during the con. Also, any clubs wanting
to reserve meeting times during the con should inform HQ immediately.

FAN CLUB EDITORS MEETING A seminar will be held to discuss planning fan clubs, editing
newsletters and zines and other related topics. This informal meeting will feature a
panel of fan editors and club presidents.

GENERAL CON INFO rFor ticket prices, rooming service info, other tentative guest lists,
and special addresses, see Updates 1&2. Remember that pre-registration is required for
the art show and auction.

MORE CON-SERVATION TIPS Here are a few more money saving tips sent in by Tod Ellsworth

and Ann Hester.

*Buy plenty of film and flashbulbs at home in local discount stores. The same goes for
recording cassettes and batteries. If you're unfamiliar with Columbus you could waste

a lot of time looking for these supplies or have to pay 'camera store prices'.

*Need to let family or friends know you arrived safely at the con? Leave instructions

that you will call collect for yourself to signify your arrival. Of course they will

say no one is home to accept and hang up and this system doesn't cost a cent.

*If you can share a ride with one or more, do it! You'll travel cheaper than a bus.

*If you must fly, make reservations NOW. Call the airlines or a travel agent and ask

for excursion rate or SuperSaver - or just say you want the cheapest rate they can give

you. Here's one example of how much you can save: on a recent trip from GA to NY, the

tourist fare was $225; booked well in advance and paid for 2 weeks prior to the trip,

the excursion fare came out to $160. All that saved money could sure come in handy at

the auction or dealers room!
Here are a few more ideas that may not save money, but they will save lots of hassles:

*Plan out your packing list (write it down) and coordinate with your roommates. Who |
needs 4 hair dryers in each bathroom?

*Keep a pen with you at all times--especially for autographs or writing down addresses.
*Always carry Lifesavers or gum...never know when you'll come face to face with a star.
*Take a few minutes now and think about guestions you'd like to ask the stars during
their lecture sessions, and write them down. Besides, if you're too timid to ask the
questions you can always get a friend to do it for you.

*Try to remember that, though they seem like much more, the stars are only human and
all are quite easy to talk to. If you feel tongue-tied, a simple smile is sometimes
all it takes to break the ice.

HokwkkORLD PREMIER | ¥k
AN ALL NEW & ORIGINAL MUSICAL

NEVER BEFORE SEEN ANYWHERE IN THE GALAXY (NOR LIKELY TO BE SEEN AGAIN)
WHAT's IT ALL ABOUT. ALPHA?

by Alice Newsom & Ann Hester

One performance only at Con '80. Starring one present president, one past presi-
dent, two Section Reps, and a whole big bunch of once-normal 1999 fans.

If you have special questions concerning Con '80, write IS:1999A Con '80/86 First St/

New London, OH 44851. Please include a SASE. Anyone with last-minute suggestions for
con-goers (Con-servation tips, lecture~recording ideas, etc.) should send them to the

newsletter address (123 Fawn Valley Dr/McMurray, PA 15317) for inclusion in the final

Con Update.
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1088 East 43rd Street
Brooklyn, NY 11210

Now is your chance to reserve your copy
o . of the premiere issue of LUNAR - the
< o new SPACE:1999 fanzine. '

LUNAR will consist of fiction, art, and
humor with all the romance, action, and
adventure of SPACE:1999. Only a Timited
‘number will be printed! To reserve your
copy of LUNAR, send $1.00 in check or
money order (made out to George Eichler) and two self-addressed stamped
envelopes (one for receipt of your check and one for notification of final
price) to the address above.

A copy of the fanzine will be set aside for you. 'PLEASE be sure to specify
whether you prefer to pick up your issue at the con or have it sent to you
through the mail!! For more information concerning LUNAR, consult MAIN COM-
PUTER #4.
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Notes

MISSING MC's? Anyone having trouble getting their newsletters via bulk rate mailing

should contact HQ stating which issue(s) they have missed.

PREMIUM OFFER NEGLECTED sSo far, no one has taken advantage of the "What Can I Do To

Help?" offer in MC4. Several of you already qualify. Send SASE to HQ for postage info.
1999 TYPEWRITER ART For stun gun or eagle typewriter art directions, send a legal size

SASE to Steven Reder/11507 Preble Co Line Rd/Brookville, OH 45309.
SPACE CITY PHOTOS Excellent photos of Gerry Anderson's famed exhibit are now available

through one ¢f our English members. Send SASE to HQ for full details.
NEUTRINO TRANSMISSIONS INFO The reality of these transmissions for interstellar commu-

nications (Remember Journey To Where?) 1is discussed in Cosmic Search magazine (Vol 1 No
3, Summer 19?9). Cost is $2.50 per issue. Cosmic Search/PO Bx 293/Delaware, OH 43015).

FAN FUND SPECIAL FEATURES. Many, many items are available including scripts and

lots of photos. Your purchases will help bring a fan to Con '80 who otherwise

wouldn't be able to attend. Check these rare items:
MISSION:IMPOSSIBLE COMICS w/Landau & Bain on covers, from Gold Key. Priced
$1.75~$2.25 each including postage..... SPACE:1999 BUBBLEGUM CARD SETS, just
$6 for a complete set of 66 Yr 1 cards, postage included. Individual cards
also for sale..... SPACE:1999 COLORING BOOKS--when's the last time you saw
these anywhere? 4 different coloring/activity books. 90¢ each or all four
for $2.75, postpaid. Details on each book available.

Don't wait--ORDER TODAY from Mary Bloemker (Fan Fund)/5 Lamson St/E Boston, MA

02128. Send SASE in event of substitution or refund, or for full listings.
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Help!

Member Allen Jones asks your help in bringing 1999 to his area of Texas. To help, write
letters to as many of the following stations as possible, address and stamp them, then
put those letters into another envelope and mail to Allen Jones/1600 18th St/Port Arthur,
TX 77640. Don't put your return address anywhere on the letters to the stations; Allen
will mail them for a local postmark. KFDM~-TV/PO Bx 7128/Beaumont, TX 77706; KJAC-TV/PO
Bx 3257/Pt Arthur, TX 77640; KHTV/PO Bx 1039/Houston, TX 77001; KBMT-TV/525 Interstate
10 S/Beaumont, TX 77704; KRIV-TV/3935 Westheimer/Houston, TX 77027; KUHT-TV/4513 Cullen
Blvd/Houston, TX 77004. Good luck to Allen and our other Texas members!

Members who enjoyed Gerry Anderson's "Starcruiser One" model and would like to see a
second kit released may write to: Airfix Products Ltd/Haldane Pl/Garatt Ln/London SW18
4NB/England (use 31¢ stamp & IRC); US Airfix/PO Bx 999/Hewitt, TX 76643. Your letters
can help convince Airfix to manufacture another kit. Good luck.

1st Annual Fan Award

Have you sent your vote in yet for the Fan Award? Check MC5 for the list of nominees
and send your vote to Fan Awards/5 Lamson St/E Boston, MA 02128. Please remember that
this award is not a popularity contest, bdt an award of recognition for significant con-
tributions toward SPACE:1999 awareness. Each Alliance member is eligible to cast his or
her vote and make this a truly representative award. The winner will be announced at
the joint MMA/Alpha Newsletter meeting at Con '80. Please note: DEADLINE FOR VOTING IS
JUNE 30, 1980. Send your vote (a postcard will do) today; balloting is strictly confi-
dential.

MARGARET SAYS: The deadline is coming up mighty gquick. Have you got your con
reservations yet?

Got something to say? Send your views and comments by June 15 for the final issue of
MAIN COMPUTER this Alliance year. Let's hear from everyone!

ITAe1 L0
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