—=COMMAND CENTER ——

Welcome to the July/August 1978 issue of Command Center! This is a gpecial con issue for the SPACE: 1999
Convention recently held in Columbus,Chio. We've unfortunately had to bump some of cur regular features

for the con reports, but I hepe you'll all agree that the con reports are most interssting and entertalning.
Our regular features, such as Rickey Jonsa' eplsods reviews will appear in next issue once agaln,

A couple of announcements of interest. [Pirat, the bad news. I°ve movad again. Now, the good news. Since
I only moved from the second floor to the third floor, there is no change of address! Bad news again.

Tha move, the conventlon, and my waek's vacation back home have put me woefully behind onh my correspendencs

in?tcluﬁ wgr?. iI haveIto askdyour patlence again 1f you have not heard from me in reply to your recent
stters/submissiona, f you de not hear from me at all--write again! I get the dreadful 7 i

things were lost in the course of the move...) 8 (te Ul fesling some

Deborah Walsh and Pam Beckett have moved o 2 new apartment~--I don't have their new address available, but
a;l mgll addregsed to ?hem here is being forwarded. Becauge of the move, Pam is wunable to fulfill he; ob:
llgatlons_as vice-president. So, I am pleased t¢ announce the Cail Paradis has accepted to fill this vac-
ancy. Galil has been a member of MMA since the begimning--she was, in fact, cne of our first members. Shé
is an avid SPACE:1999/Ma?t1n Landdu fan (as you will be able to tell from her con report which follows) and
has helped tbe club out in many ways over the past three years., Her latest contribution iz ner time and
gigkroom equlpment to the develepment (sorry--no pun intended!) of MMA's new phote 1list. More on that
er...

The new membership rester is now ready. If you would like to receive a copy of thls new updated list, send
us a 3elf addressed stamped envelope and mark in the corher MMA roster. Also, the new sales directory is

in the process of being updated. If you know of any 1999 products on the market, and any new clubs and zines
be sure to write and let us know so that we can include them in the update.

The puzzle/qu@z boek never got off the ground in time for the convention, and so we are extending the dead-
llne.for subm}ss;ons. If you have any word searches, trivia quizzes sznd the like that you would like to
submit for this book, send them o us by October 31, 1978. We hope to have the book out by the middle of
November (knoeck wood.,.}. i

And now...on with the show!

SPACE: 1999 Convention 1978

CON REPORT
by Rose Marie Badgett

Now, I lnow you've been to many other cons, and this one was not perfect. But for me, it was, all becauge
of Martin Landaul It was a blg disappointment that there were only 2 episodes of SPACE:1999, but his being
the surprise guest made up for 1t. T wasn't even hoping that he and/or Barbara Bain might come. I did knew
that if they could be there, they would! It was a shame Barbara couldn't be there--but I think =211 under-
2tood that her motherly duties came first!

I do believe that all 6 stars: Gerry Anderson, Barry Gray, Dave Prowse, Clifton Jones, Nick Tate and iWartin
Landau seemed to be having as grand a time as anyone slse! They were all just great and so wiliing to talk,
sign autegraphs and pose for pictures for all of us--it was incredible!

On Saturday, after Martin Landau’s lecture one of the dealers had a reel of film showing most of the opening
‘This Episcde' scénes from Year I. Everyone stopped to watch. One of the most intsrested spectators was
lartin himself! His lectures were most interesting. He prefers Year 1 over Year 2; LAST SUNSET is his fav-
orite, though 1t was changed some and he liked the first way better; would do a Year 3 if it came about:
dogsn't want F. Frieberger %o be any part of another seasoh; and would like to gee Year 1 and Yesr 2 blended
to make the best Year 3 poassible.

As for what's going on now, he has a sclence fiction movie he wrote and plans to produce next year! He
gounded like he had high hopes for it.

At the banguet, he talked proudly about his two daughters., The oldest, Susan, i8 taller than Barbara! 3he
la gettin. rea 'y to go to college. The younge:t, Julle, wants to be a Broadway musical star, like Sireisand
and Mimmelll--without the noses! Well, I'd better say a few worde about some of the cthers:

Barry Gray: A sweet, shy gentleman who was very impressed with the warm welcome he had received! The song
he wrote was terrific!

Dava Prowse: Terrific! (Remember, Mary, when we saw him in downtown Columbus on Friday morning? He was
shopping for a teddy bear for his little girl's birthday!)

CliTton Jones: If was really great to meet him, as David Kano was a special favorite of mine, He was ner-
vous, but enjoying himself! At his lecture he sald that Suzanne (Tanya) Roquetts was expecting a baby at
anytime! Also, Anton (Bob Mathias) Phillips and his wife were expecting a baby--a bit of news from jolly
0ld England!

Niek Tate: Really nice! Very funny, and so worried about his sick puppy he and Hazel had just got that ne
almesnt didn't come! He and G1ifton had a great time kiddine each other at their joint lecture on Sundav.
Tou could see the love and respect Martin, Clifton and Nick ahd for each other--three very specizl ment

*hat was really super was meeting scme of the nicest people around! I think I1'll remember fondly the night
we picked dMlary and Pat up at the alrport and almost didn't find our way back to Columbus! 411 in all, I had
a favtulous fime, and can't walt to do it all again!

Tt was one beautifu; convention! Everyone, including the stars, were o knocked out by how well it went
that they are planning next year's con already!



T arrived in Columbus at 7 a.m. Friday morning, along with Mark Congaga and Karen Robinson, (After a 15-
hour train rids, I was so happy to be anywhere except that train! We did have fun for a few hours in the
dining car as we all played a game Mark made, It is really Monopoly, but instead of street names, he
changed everything to planet names from the show.}

fter changing, we got hold of all our friands and raided the Sheraton Hotel’'s restaurant. We had net had
solid food in over 24 hours, so we were starving, We had a good time retelling all that went on during the
train trip. Rumors began flying fast at that time that a surprise guest was bein? flown in and nabody knew
who it was except Mark and I as Dave Hirsch had Sold us before we left New York. (Actually, Mark told me as
Dave wanted me to be surprised because everybody knows how much I like this particular person...!) That
surprise gusst was none other than our beloved Commander Koenig--Martin Landau!

That Friday, until approximately 8 p.m., when the con officially started, we were meeting and greeting 21l our
friends, looking at photos, ete, generally having a good time until the festivities started. The guests

that were there were: . Gerry.Anderson {The Creator); Barry Gray (The Composer), Nick Tate (Capt. Alan
Carter), Clifton Jones (Computer Specialist Kano from 1st season) and Dave Prowse {Darth Vader and Beta
Cloud Monster from Year 2 eplscde of same name), and, of course, Martin Landau (Commander John Robert Koenig)
Each and every one of these men is a truly fine gentleman. All are super nice, friendly, and very witty.

My First encounter with one of the stars was with Dave Prowse. Mark and I were wandering about in fthe lobby
area where all the action was going on when my girlfriend Darlens widlks in with the most huge man I've yet
to encounter: Darth Vader himself. Darlene spotted Mark and me, and called us over to introduce us to him.
She was belng used on escort duty all during the con. I shook hands with him and he emiled and asalid, "o,
you're Gail, Darlene‘s told me all about you," (2%29211197?) (I later cornered her and asked her what he
maant by that. Come to find out i+ was his standard greeting %o all the girla.) We had our pleotures taken
with him and chatted a few moments before he decided he wanted to take a dip in the hotel pool. He is bullt
like a brick wall--when I put my arm around his waigt, I couldn't get over how solid it was!

The Star Introductions were supposed to starl at 7:00, so Mark, a few friends and I got to the main room
where they were o hold the Intreductions,only to find out (after waiting an hour more than plarmed} that
they were présently delayed ziving interviews for the local television stations. 3So we walted.,.and walted.
“They'll be starting in 13 minutes.” Waiting...waiting...finally, at 8:30, the show got underway. (Hurrsh?)
When Gerry Anderscn came on, he said +hat he Had met Catherine Schell on the plane, but that she said she
would come disgulsed as Nick Tate. Actually, she couldn't make it because of a movie committment. Then,
the Special Cuest was announced. - By thig time, word had got around that a certain Commander was here. When
Mariin Landau's name was announced, I thought for sure the room was going to cave In from all the screaming
that went on. (And this was only from me!) He was so Imocked out, his first comment was (softly) "Boy--

I'm glad I came,” Barbara could not make 1t because their oldest daughter Susan was leaving for college in
2 weeke and was driving cross-country, so Barbara was home helping her get ready, But Martin said, "she
told me to tell everyone she sends her love.” Then he added, softly, "And she means that...sgincerely.”
Zyveryone again applauded loudly. Such a sweet man, After the intros were done, my friend Pat and I de-
cided to stay and se2 Gerry Anderson's and Dave Hirsch's joint lecture. Then Dave Prowse cmme on. After
sitting for 3 hours on hard chairs, not having slept in 48 hours, I was ready toc pass out. Sines we wers
aitting in the first row, it was kind of hard to just walk out during hiz lecture, so Pat and I aat through
to the)very end. We finally ot to bed around 1 a.m. This was the only night I got some sleep {7 hours
waorth! -

Zaturday was the begt day! We saw all the lectures: Nick's, Clifton's, and Martin's. After Clifton'yg
_speech, Darlene came up to me and asked if I would mind being an escort for Cliften for a few moments. Panlc.
Mgriin Landau was due next! T gave in when she assured me I would not miss anything. We anuck Clifton
down into the restaurant via the Kitchen and came out into a far cormer of the Dealer's Room. Somehow [
wag leading the way and I did not know where I was going! Clifton kept teasing me and sald, "Come on, Gall,
you can get us out of here." Sure. Easy for him to say. He has to be the nlcest person! He haa a vary
eapyroing personality; very much alive and bubbly. Totally opposite of the character he played on the - '
ceries. Anyvay, we had to go down these winding stalirs and Clifton almost slipped. I quickly grabbed hls
arm as I wasn't sure how badly he slipped. He just lost balance slightly but it gave me a start. [ started
laughing and $old him "When they said to ‘break a leg', they didn't mean it literally.” He started laughing
and related a =story of a director he once had that fell off a very high ladder. We got to the restauvrant
and I was so shocked, as who was sitting there but Martin Landau. We quickly got Clifton to a table and I
said my goodbyes, as they only needed me tc walk him down. Somehow, Mark was there and kind of pushed me
over to Martin's table so I could meet him. I really did not.want to because I thought I would ke inter-
rupting his breakfast (although it was 2 poa.) I was shaking so badly I kept delaying going to the table.
T had with me three 5X7's I wanted him to sign at some point during the con {one at a time), He was talking
with zome fans and I heard him say just as we arrived, "No, of course you're not interrupting. I just
finiehed.” Relief, WMy turn quickly ceme and he looked at me and smiled so sweetly. I handed him my 5X7
of him and Parpara to sign and gave him my Flair pen. He asked me my name and as he was signing, the pen
kent ginving out (funmy--1t worked fine later), He kept saying "I wish this was coming out better" and he
tried to go over it, but decided agalnst it. He really felt bad it didn't come out better! I thartkted him
and kept reassuring him I loved it. Another fan came up end he really liked the pleture she handed him.
He kept studying 1t closely. ThenT remembered my other two I had with me (which are really beautiful photes)
and asked him if he'd like to see them. He smiled and sald "Yes!™ When I handed them tc him, he said,
“I've got & better idea" and immediately took out his own black flair pen which he used %o sign the other
twa T had. I had wanted him tc sign them at the banguet, but I didn't mind at all! They really came out
much better and he just loved the photos. The first thing that impressed me the most about him is that he
really and *ruly cares about his fans and takes his tims to please each and every one. He's so quiet spoken
that you really have to listen closely to what he's saying, or else you'll miss it.

T 4ii .ndeed arrive back in time to see Martin's speech and hs wasg just delightful! Martin talked at

th of his life and career ranging from his early years growing up in Brooklyn as a tgtreet kid' to his

. gevie entitied THE NUMBER, which stars Richard Harris and Karen Black, He did not go into this

[LIvR juite as much as he did ancther movie of his called METEOR, which is a science fact movie rather than
science Tiction. T+ sounds like it could be the hottest novie for the summer of '79! There are quite a
few iz names in the movie, including Sean Connery and Natalle Wood. The movie has gquite a few political
overtones in that in order to divert the meteor, the United States snd Russia both have te admit that they
have missiles trained on each other, which goes against gvery international treaty. They must turn them
around to face the oncoming metecr so 1t will not hurl the Earth of f its course. MWartin plays a general who
is move concerned with the Russians than he is about the metenr. Very interesting movie! Mortin also

1 a.great deal about SPACE:1599. He Tfelt Year 4 wag better because "it had more style". When asked

- favorite =pisode was, he did not hesitate and said BLACK SUN. This seems to be the favorite among
FE Ffanz, *0o. Martin was not really aatisfied with She version that finally came down on film, It was
Felt chat +the original concept was far foo slow-paced, SO they jazzed it up for the viewing audience. He
~lge gzave u%S bacxkground information on Commander John Keenig, saying what he "is a crack pilot, wvery bright,
3 seientist, and a zentle man; bazically.” He had been married, but hig wife was killed in a war on Earth.




Upen ending hls speech, Martin gave us a quick rundown on 2 aclienca fiction mevie which he wrote and will
both produce and direct this movie himself. It has a budget of 7% million dollars and will ba a very ex-
travagant plece. He stated he has developed a new process which will "blow everybody's minds”. Cannot
walt to see what it will be about! After he ended, they allowed everyone to get thelr pletures taken with
Martin, This was to make up for them not allowing pletures during his actual speech. It wasgreat fun and
not one seemed to mind the rule! SPACE fans are very considerate people. I've.come t0 nd out.

After the speeches, we headed over to the room where they were going to have the Main Mission Alpha party.

I had promised I would be there for picturss of Nick and the presentation, so I came equipped with camera
and plenty of film. Only to find a distraught Mary pacing up and down the room, biting her nails (No fair!
I =till have all my nails!--Mary) worrying whether or not Nick would arrive. He finally did arrive with
Clifton around 5 p.m., and everyone got the chance to greet them both in a very calm environment. I was

g0 busy talking and taking pictures of everyone else when I realized that I had no% yet had my picture taken
with Nick! And I only had twe pictures left on my roll of film. I quickly handad the camera +o ons of my
friends and asked if they'd take a picture of Nick and me. Now, you have to realize I was nota Nick Tate
fan before hitting this convention, I was, and still am, a very big Martin Landau fan. I liked Nick only
because he was-one of the characters on my very favorite television program; that was all. Bus upon taliing
to him a little, I found him to be & very caring person, who, like Martin, cares very deeply for his fans
and makes them all happy and satisfied. When my turn came %o get my picture with him, he smiled at me and
sald, "Well, hel-Io, Gail.”! {faint). I got my pleture taken with him and once I got my camera back, he
remarked that it was a very nice camera., I promptly told him I had saved up to buy this camera especially
for this convention. Tt was very nice of him to takean interest in me like this, _Since the banguet was to
gtart at 6 p.m,, we had to hurry to getback to our rooms to change...

The banguet was a joy. The meal was nice {chicken), Since we came in late, the table we sat at was reserved
for the committee members. It was nice because I had corresponded with them at one point or another. at
the end of the dinner, they announced that the stars would visit euch and every table to talk amongst the
dinerg., Immediately after this, Clifton Jones came over 4o our table filrst because he zaw Mark, Darlene,
Dave, and me. He 1g one nice man! Sc¢ much so that we adopted him as our 'Dad'. We did thig because he
really thought Mari, my girlfriend Pat and I were brothers and sisters since we do iook somewhat alike. 3o
at one point during Saturday, Pat went up to Clifton and asked him if he'd like %o be our 'Dad' since he
thought we were related. He was so thrill he said 'yes' and we've been calling him by that nickname ever
since. (By now his 'family' has grown considerably as gveryong wants te be part of Clifton’'s family!)
Gatting back to the banquet...After Clifton moved on to another table, Nick came over and we all zot our
pictures taken with him. After Nick left, we sat back down at the table, but no one was at the table! Wark
and T were the only two! 1 started getting worriad and asked one of the committee membaers what to do. He
suggzested we sit at another table, which we did. 1T especiazlly wanted to see and talk with Martin Landau.
We found a nice table and he came over. He went around and asked each of us our names and where we wepe
from. It was so funny because no twe states were the same. I believe he could tell I was nervous because
he joked, "California and Rhode Island at one table”, and smile over at me.

After the banguet, I found Pat and the three of us went into the Costume Call room only to find Disco
dancing going on. (never put dancing music within reach of Pat and me!)! Since Mark didn't lnow how to
dance, Pat and I danced...and danced...and danced...while waiting for the festivities to start. The cos-
tume call itself was nice. Martin was getting a big kick out of it and kept cracking up at each contes-
tan®t., You could see that they've never been through anything like this btefore...

After the costume call, we were invited up %o a party that Ed Miarecki was throwing. When we got to Ed's
room, all the stars were thers, except for Martin Landau. We went over to talk with 'Dad' for a few mom—
ments, and this lasted an hour. During this point a loud clapping went on zs who should walk in the door
but Martin Landau., He waved to us and immediately sat his 5'3" frame on the floor, He sat agalngt the wall
with all the fans around him. Finally, Martin went to our side of the room; I was on the floor at his feet
at ane polnt as he was sitting on the couch, Then, when one of the girls who left that was sitting beaide
him on the couch, I guickly grabbed her space. Not exactly next tc him, but I was close encugh. He wasm
having a wvery nice time, and when one of his escorts came to take him up te his room about 2 a.m., he didn't
want fto leave! His reply was, "I've never left a party in 40 years, and I'm not going to now!” I finally
zot up the courage te ask him how he liked working on the set of CLEOPATRA and he told me they shot 9

hourz of film, and that all his best scenes were taken out. He msaid he loved it and that it was a "won-
derful experience.” The party broke up around 3:30; we went back to our rooms and finally got to slaep
arcund 5:00, with a wake-up call for 7130,

Te end this story, I'1ll just relate my goodbyes. We were talking with ¢lifton at the autograph table
sunday afternocn, when who should walk over to say goodbye to him but Martin. Panic. He wag leaving in

a few minutes, and I so wanted to kiss him goodbye and thank him for coming. I asked one of his escorts

1f T could kiss him goodbye and she promptly said no, that he had to catch a plane, 1 really wanted to.

30 I asked very quietly, UH, PLEASE, just a quick kiss as he rung past me. She finally relented, and as he
was literally walking around in a circle because he did not lnow what was happening, I called ocut, “Mr.
Landau?" and he looked over at me and smiled, "Can I kiss you goodbye?" and he practically ran at me--

I did not expect it and he but his arms around me and squeszed tight, ¥ really was out of thing, vecause
he started to laugh and said to me "You'rs supposed to be hugging back” and I premptly threw my arms
arcund my neck and sgueezed him so tight, I didn't want to let go--and the escort was frantically waving
aer hands for us to break up. I said thank you, and he was ushered quickly away. A perfect ending to one
heck 21 a oo rvention!

COM _REPORT
by Hary Bloemker

Az Cail mentioned in her con report, she is a very big fan of Martin Landau’'s, and that ig one of the main
rzasms that I chose to ask her to fill the VP vacancy. Because I will unabashedly admit that I am 3 very
great fan of Nick Tate's, and MMA nesds %o have & nice range of interests going, aspecially where the

club officers are concerned, in order to be fair +o all our nembers, don't you agree? (I came to this
realization just after the convention, when I realized that T could tell you the age, breed and name of
fick's new puppy, but not the name of Martin's new movie, or aven what 1t was about!) (Golden Retreiver,
named Paddington--I knew you were going to ask!) .

dy oo report is going to consist mainly of thank yous to all +those pecple who made the convention such 2
wonderful experisnce, First, many thousands of thanks to Mary Turner, Rosie Badge®t and Liz Carlaston for
meeting Pat Erimerand T at the alrport--I wouldn't have recognized Rosie were it not for the SPACE: 1999
; * she wore on her shir®! And all you faniastic veonle who made me feel like some kind of minor cel-
v, I love you all, I'm going to be so embarassed if T leave out arybedy's name--but please bear with
Me, I'm the world's worst when i4t comes to names. Diane Steitz, Diana Winslow, Debble Phares, Jeff Myers,
5obtie Emith, Paul Eens, Susan Cole, Tom Chafin, Patricla DePetrillo. George Eichler, "ark Gonzaga, Ann

&
~)



Timothy Lacey, Marilea Mercer, Judy Moore, Tony WMorris, Barb Melsenheimer, Aillce

Hester, Terry Lemons, , . , L
, Gail Paradis, Pat Brimer, Lisa Putman, Karen Robinson,

Newscm, Jennifer Orsi, Laura Osgoocd, Darlene Palenik i .
Chuck Raue, Steven Schmidt, Marty Siegrist, Liz Carleton, Mary Turner, Murisl Tecoz, Mary Tchir and Tod

Ellgworth. (Feel free to shoot me if I've forgotten your name...)  Special thanks to Tod for coming up with
the idea for the presentation book--Nick was very pleased with it and with the sentiments that went with 1t}
Ang, special thanks to Nick's escorts for the convention, Ann Hester and Marilea Mercer, for some much
needed help with my Psychon costume (ahem} and for everything they did to make Life at The Convention
casier. And, of course, thanks must go to Commander Kermit and his keeper, Alice Newsom, for providing
some of the more light-hearted moments of the-con. Thanks to Darlene Palenik and Dave Hirsch for doing
what they did and for being who they are--thanks to TLiga Putman and Laura Osgcod Ffor holding me up when I
was about to keel over from sheer exhaustion., And to Marty Siegrist for making the artshow room such a nice
place to visit! And ‘o Mark Gonzaga, Pat Brimer, Gail Paradis, Tod, Liz and everybody slse who just plain

kept me going.

THurs. night was the first time I'd met any of the people on the con committse, and I was up until 3:00 in
the morning talking to Mona Delitsky, Chuck Raue and Ted Hruschak. {Jeff Jones had gone home for the night.-
I was to méet him the next day.) We would have gone on longer, but Dave Hirsch kicked us out of his room
for some much needed sleep. The next day, Friday, the con was due to start ab 5:00 with regictration—-—

we werse up at 7:00 for breakfast (yawn!) Gerry Anderson, Barry Gray and Dave Prowse had arrived the nighl
bhafore, and apent the morning and afternoon at Children's Hospital, which the proceads [rom the con were

to banefit. MNick Tate and Clifton Jones were dus to arrive together at 6030 pom.y the ‘opecial mystory
guest’ who wan a oseret at that pelnt, arrived about a half-hour earller. #Mogt of 1Lhe morning nnd atbor-
noon I spent in and around the lobhy ot the hotel, which proved to bho the best way to meet all the funs and
members of MMA who werc attending the con and were walting for - things to start the same way we wera. We
hit the streets of Columbug briefly to shop for a few essential items, and there spotted Dave Prowse win-
dow ghopping. Which prompted the theought that if we were to go up to the person standing nearby and tell
him that he was standing next to Darth Vader, we'd have probably gotten the padded wagon and whlte coats
called out after us, Well, that's Columbus £or you...Actually, that's what one black mask and outfit will

do for one's recognizability...

T fouwnd myself alone in the lobby when the *spacial guest' was ushered intc the lobby, escorted by the con
chairman Jeff Jones, and Jeff allowed me to take that one quiet moment to introduce myself to Martin Landau,
which I did., I was genuinely pleaged to find out what a graciocus person he was, just from his warm greeting
to a perscn who boldly walked up to introducs herself to him (!); I did so without fuss, and went back to
what [ was doing in order to keep any suspicion from being aroused. Which turned out to be in wvain, for

as Martin was heading for the elevators, he met Gerry Anderson coming down the escalator from the mez-
sanine. Their exchange of greetings got everybody's attention...there went the secret!

The group arcund the doors leading inte the lobby grew larger as 6:30 approached; for, unlike Martin's ar-
rival, Nick and Clifton's arrival time wag no secret. It says something about the loyalty of This group
that just prior %o their arrival, Wolfman Jack came in to register (Found out later he was hosting a
Jambores semewhere in the city that weekend) and not one person thought to get his picture or an autograph.
They were all waiting for Nick and Clifteon. At that point, some of qur numbsr were in costume, which in-
cluied two young ladies (Tracey Dougherty and Jacqui Droz) In the silver ocutfits and purple wigs of the
UTD mocnbase operatives, which drew Wolfman Jack's undivided attention,..

Fifteen minutes later, a small cry went up--"They're here!" and the entire group sSomehow managed to group
itaell, unconsciously, in a semi-circle faclng the doors. Which was the first thing that Nick, ths firat
one through the doors, saw before the flashbulbs started to pop. He stood a moment untll the lashes had
abaked somewhkat; theh, spotting Pat Brimer and I on the {fringe of the crowd, came over +to gay hellc., He
remembarad both of us from the August Party corivention fwo years age, which says z lot for his incredible
memory, a5 peopls ['d worked with for three years had trouble placing my face when I went back for a visit
after a year and 4 half! We stayed until he had finished registering and had been escorted up to his hotel
rrom--then it wag off to get registered and find good seats for the Star Introductions, which were already
running late because Niek and Clifton didn't want to leave off signing all those autcgraphs...t

Saturday, Nick started his speech off right away with questions and answers, always making sure to ask the
questioner's name before continuing on {a little extra touch that was much appreclated). He went on to
relate some of his projects since 1999--a movie hes made in Australia, called SUMMERFIELD, in which he, =as
lead, plays a schoalteacher, Simon Roblnson, who is drawn into the mystery surrovnding his predecessor's
abrupt disappearance--a mystery he would have done better to have left unmsclved. Also, his newest movie,
LICENSED TO LOVE AND ¥ILL, in which he plays the antagonis®, Jenson Fury, fto Gareth Hunt's protagonist,
Charles Bind. It is a spoof of the James Bond genre and from some of the scenes Nick described, 1t should
be very funny indeed., THE DEVIL'S PLAYGROUND, the movie which won Nick the Australian Film Award for Best
Actor for his portrayal of Hrother Victor has been bought for U.S. distribution and has a New York premiere
in October, We den’'t have any nore detalls then that at the moment, but promise te keep you posted in the
pages of Command Center as they come it

Clifton started off his Za=urday speech with an imaginary conversation with Computer which dslighted the
listeners in the audiegce, and then went on to answer gquestions and talk about his career since 1%999. He
has a part in an upcoming movie about Eisenhower's yesrs in Europe that should be on TV sometime next
seazon--watch for it!

Both Nick and Clifton had & rapport with the fans and with each other that delighted their audiences. A%
their joint lecture on Sunday, Nick, an excellant and very animated story-teller was holding forth at some
length when he realized that Clifton hadn't said much since the speech had started, and invited him to
speak. At which point, Clifton demurred, assuring Nick that he just loved to hear him talk and that he was
really doing such a marvelous job, and bade him continue. Nick also had some slides with him from his
movie LICENSED TO LOVE AND KILL; when they were projected onto the screen in the back of the pedium where
Mick and Clifton were standing; Cliffon promptly left the stage to sit on the floor with us, explaining to
a very surprised Hick as he sat down that he wanted to see the slides too! Later, with Clifton back on
stage, a fan rose fo tell them bath how very much both ol them were loved by the fans in the audience, and
gave a very moving tridute to them which started everyone in the audience applauding in complete accordance.
Ty favoriie memorlss are of the guleter times away fTrom the malnstream of the convention--the autograth
sessiong, *h2 narties ai nlgsht in the rooms, ard lunch in the hotel coffee shop, It was there that we could
talk to the mueswy in relaxed and informal atmosphere, )

» first pl;ce at the =2rt show, and many of the guests {(who, by the way,
“the plece. (gee, thanks ruys!) Tennls TJoncales, a member of 7774,
Zano., Congratulations!
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Yy the way, the fan auction of seripts and oririnagl props brousht over 5,000 fur the beneltt of Childran'sa
Hogpltal. 'Thanks to everyone who helped make this contribution to n very worthy cauaos posaibleld

And For theoade of you who were walting for the happy news, Kathy Yan Kamp rave birih to a baby glrl, lieather,
on fugust 2. Nongratulatlons, Jon and Kathy!

wany, meny thanks to Jick Tate for his contributions of pictures from SUSMERFIELD and LICENGED TG LOYID AND
¥Inl to ~ain jiission Alpha for the upcomlng phote list. The support that ne has piven ¥Wi In the past two
yeare since August ardy "6 will forever be appreclated, and F77A will continue fo support him in any and
every way we can. .lek is a true gentleman, a talented actor,(not to mention a pretty darmed good mimic),
and despite nurmerous disclaimers on his part, a pretty good singer! I have to give him personal thanks

far belng everything I told everybody he was and much more. It was a joy to see the faces of the people
around me as he openly and freely gave his time to answer all their guestions and sign all thelr autographs,
taking that little bit of extra time and effort to give everyone a personal touch. Thanks again, Mick.

There's lots more to tell, but no meore room to do it in, so next lssue we'll continue with more con reports.
T want everyone to write in with their memories and impressions of the convention!

Text year's gonvantion is heing tentatively planned for Mew York City, and all of the guests at this year's
~3n have irdicated that they would indeed return next year. 3tayad tuned to Command Center for details as
they develop!

I H R

mhe wate on tha new name of The Forum feature is In--and the winner 1s:

ommand Qonference +

Tod Ellsworth, 3691 Sheridan Rd., Portsmouth, OH 45662

°I don't lmcow what to address this to, but what ever the name, I'm all for it! I raise my glass of Varnors
in its honor! .

T want +to thank everyone for the support you gave my ideas, I never dreamed they would get such reactions!
and they both went so0 well! You should have seen Nick's face when Mary and I (thanks again, Maryi} pre-
sented the book to him! He was very happy as he thumbed through the pages. It was all greati! By the way,
does anyone. have any plctures of the presentation? I'm glad we all eould do it, Nick appreciated it very
muchk!

The con was great, and wonderful! So much for the episodes (and so much for ALL THAT GLISTERS. It's cne
of my favorifes, though it does have a certaln scene...) but 1t was all 3till wenderful, I was disappointed
Barbara and Catherine couldn't come. I was looking forward to seeing them. Maybe they and Tony will make
it next *“ime. The banguet was the best part. The stars had a great time and that made our time all the
more enjoyable, Clifton had a ball!l It was fantastic meeting everyone I ¢idt The whole con was wondertful!

To everyons and to the next SPACE CON, (whenever and wherever it will be) I finisgh off my Vernors!®
X
Tandra Zprecker, Box 111, Battleford, Sagk., Canada S0M OEO

1'd like to thank Tony Morris for the addresses and I hope everyone from Main Mission Alpha gets a friend
%o sign with them on the petition! Tod, you sure have an eye for things. I never noticed that in ALL THAT
$TISTERS. Yes, you are right, it probably was 'a damn cheap trick’! To Grant: I must say Year One most
definitely had surprise, by I felt it too sort of ignored the day-to-day persons and gave you fantastic
gunst star/alien background. Now that I am seeing Year One again T can say that I can enjoy elther season
bacauste hoth have thair good points. Thanks for the address too, Doug!

Sharon had 2 definite pointi--the postal system is the pits! (Maybe 1f we start a petition or 1f we let some-
one higher up xow how bad 1t is, things might improve!) The same thing that happened to Mariann happened
ts me and for me 1t meant end of show after another set of Year Cne shows.

w

Kathi LymHigley, 7354 Hewitt Road, Mystic, CT 06355

As a fledgling member of MMA, I've got to say that I'm very lmpressed with the enthusizsm and geod fellowship
T've se-  displayed in the pages of Command Center., I especially enjoy reading the membets' personal opin-
ioms and comments in The Forum {or whatever it's destined o be called once the votes on a new name are in.)
The Far.'s = nice way of gefting to 'meet' people and T hope to become a regular contributor to the 'con-
versations goling on in it.

By the way, T'm =tarting =z penpal list exclusively for SPACE:1999 fans, so should any of you like to start
mnen mersonal communications with eliher the writers here in Command Center or other SPACE fen from outsida
M .7 Te for more information. I think you'll like what the Lunar Bulletin Board (as my penpal list is
calied) has %o offer, Thanks for 'listening’!

£
Rusa Jarie dadgett, 1810 Garrard 5%., Covington, KY 41014

In ceply to Sobble M. Swith about Barbara Bain--one of the best actresses around! Of course, you can't com-
pare Lhae caaracters of Cinnamon Carter and Halenz Zussell--two very different ladles. Cinnamon was a chie,
traired agent. She had four great guys to take care of her and she could help them if needed. HNow

ra Russsll is a doctor! Since I spend five days a week, =ight hours a day working with real doctors,
nd women, . lmow how they are. FEach has a trick to stay aloof from the problems they must contend

) T'm sometimes amazed at how ccol they can--have to be! Women have a nard time in Med School, and
things prokably weren'tany <ifferent. As a matter ol fact, she would have been in med school in the 1980°s.
That is very close, you knew! T always remember what Koenig said to her when she told him how foolish it
wis Lo fly an Eagle out over the Jaste Area they suspected. Remember? 7T didn't know you cared” he saild.

d not very nicely. Pay close atitention to episodes--MISSING LINK, WAR GAMES, and ALPHA CHILD; watch
delers closely, Her carefully bullt mask gets cracked! Gilve the lady 2 chance...she's really terrific!

Yo Gandra Sprecker: I doubt I'1) go see the new 3TAR TREK movie. (I can't stand William Shatner?)




Bobbie M. Smith, 8062 Canary Lane Apt. G, Indianapelis, Indiana, LE260

To Sandra Sprecker: I assume by 'Bobby' she 1s referring to me, and I an pleased that she agresed with me,
but to fee my name spelled 'dobblie’ has always delighted me, as many people mispell 1t. Having & m?le name,
and being female, has caused confusion to people who don't know me for many years, Az to ?he Star Trek
movier I certalnly am not going to miss it. Any science fictlon project, movie or otherwise, ypat is

wall done and tasteful, can only help not only STAR TREK, SPACE:1999, and other filmed selence fictlion, but
the whole genre as well. ®

JTanige Simmons, 22 5. Manning St., McAdeo, PA 18237

Tony Morris' ldea about writing to book companies 1is terrific. 1 never pass up a.book stors. I make a gash
to the science fictlon and TV sections, knowing full well that I'm not going to find anything new, but al-
ways hoping. Wouldn't it be great to have some of the SPACE1 1999 episodes dene up into foto-novels?

SPACE: 1999 is an action - adventure series, but I'd have really loved hearing more about the persgnal sides
{past and present) of the characters. A little ‘girl talk' betwseen Helena and Maya once 1n a while would

have been nice. -

Anthony DiPietre, 66 Evans Street, Medford, MA 02155

I would iike to comment on some visws given by other Alphans, First, Tod is right, they did awitch Eagles.
To comment about going to see the STAR TREK movie (asked by Sandra g,.) I would go see i't because of the fact
that 1t ls science *iation. I also would 1ike to see the new bridge.

One mora thing. There is a club called National Save:1999. They are trying %o get SPACE:1999 back on the
alr. T1f you have not heard of them or would like to join, then write to: National Save: 1999 Alliance, P.O.

pox 271835, Columbus, O 473220, Membarship 1s free, so jein up now!

v
flecrge Bichler, 1088 East 4jrd Street, Brookiyn NY 11210

oT'm afrald T must totally disagrea with Tod Ellsworth's statement last® time about the episcde IMMUNITY
SYNDROME. [ personally feel that Freiberger did a lot of good for the show. Sure he ruined a lot, but he
4id make some dhanges for the Letter, especially the acting. Just because he did some bad you condemn the
man. 1 presume the next thing you'll tell me ig that he was sent over to England by the Trek fans to kill
SPANE:1999. Lf anyone ig to plame for +he demise of SPACE:1999, it is ITC. ABC might have picked up SPACE:
1999 if ITC had been & little more interested in selling the ahow. If Anderson still held the rights he
would have veen able tc sell the show to ABC for a lot less than I am sure ITC held out for. So if you are

going teo put the blame on SOMEONE, 1et it be ITC., Freiberger is no longer going to be the gscapegoat of
SPACE:1939." -

Tony ene Morris, Rte 7, Box 202, concord, NC, 28025

"7 would like to thank everyone who hag helped me in my campaign to get more SPACE; 1599 products on the
market. I nhave at this time 267 names on my petition, thig is great, but it's not enough. I need at least
505 names. 50 come on and write to me znd the companies listed in the May/June issue of Command Center.
Since my letter appeared, T have received a very hopeful reply from Fundimensions, and a book company which
15 interested in a foto-novel gseries. T have enclosed the letter from Fundimensions, the makers of the
SPACE: 1999 models:

'Dear Mr. Morris:

This is +to acknowledge your letter regarding your ideas and suggestions of the mnew discoveries you
wish to share with us.

Thank you for taking the time to comment on our products. Please be advised that we do have a staff
of engineerg and designers on hand to work on any and all future releases of all aspects of Fun-
dimensionsg products.

211 your ideas for SPACK: 1999 models which were submitted have been forwarded to our Research and
Development Department for possible production, and reference., We have received many requests
for 1949 products.

The wazis for all our styles, sizeg and product gelection depends largely on consumer demand., The
procegs Tor cheosing such products is not an easy task and it takes a great deal of +ime and theought.

We will send you any informatlon on MPC new release items both those you submitted and those

available in the fall.’
I am in contact with almest all the companies on the 1ist. I am alsc trying to contact Michael Butterworth
and F.C. Tubb, two authors of the 1959 book series.

When writing, concentrate on Warner Books, Pocket Books, Fundimensions, and Bantanm Books. Write now, and
more than once. )

Again T Pk you and urge you +to write to keep your show allve,
WARNER BOOKS BANTAM BOCKS
) P.0. Box 690 666 Pifth Ave
o ST LBOL3 New York, NY 10019 New York, NY 10019
At tyoulation Manager Attn: Circulation Manager Attn: Cireulation Manager

POHOKET BOOVES # 1999 PETITION #*
Giv. of 3imon % Schuster, Inc. * ¢/o Tony Gene Morris #
£30 Fifth & % Rte 7 Box 202 *
New Tork, MY 10Cz0 # Concord, NC 28023 *

H *

pttn: Clreulation Manager
***%****%****%&***%***%

417, :om noueln, P.0. Box 303, Camden, 5C 29020
?\t;in}‘thaf 'm the only 1999 fan in Central South Carelina., If I'm not, let me know? It's getting pretiy
W) SEEINNA SRk il )

ihthﬁp? tﬁqt next year we sgpulg-try to get Barbara Bain or Catherine Schell {or better, both) to come to
e 2un and present them hoth with memory books, what do the rest of the Alphans think? Is it possible?

()



Jeff Thress, 213 Thayer Drive, Riéhland, WA 993352

1 have an idea. Wow would you like to ses SPACE:11999 in a 2 hour movie for TV? My ldea ls to put both shown
into one. I think it could work. Tet's not be llke the Star Trek booing 1999. Maybe they'll llke 1999
batter, after they see the movie. Let's usz, the fans, write Gerry Anderson and Gene Roddenberry nnd wet tham
to make this idea come %rue. GUerry Andersen, (/o Gerry Andsrson's Space Report, STARLOG Magazine, 475 Park
Ave South, Bth Floor Suite, Naw York, NY 10016, And: Gene Reddenberry, ¢/o Susan Sackett'g Star Trsg
Report, STARLOG Magazine, Let's all write both men about the SPACE: 1999/STAR TREK mowie which is my 1dea,
S0, what do you thinkabout it, Alphans?

Help! KYLY Channel 4 down not have SPACE:199%. I need help to get it on the air. Address: Ron Simmons,
West 500 Hoon Ave. Spokane, WA 99201, :

The reason for the ldea of the SPACE:1993/STAR TREX movie is to bring the fans of both shows together. On
Sept 17, 1978, watch BATTLESTAR: GALACTICA. [Let's not be like the Trek fans and say boo to the new. Let's
give it a big bhoost. . .

0w

Judy Moore, 1812 Redwood Ave., Anaheim, CA 92805

As well ag being fans of SPACE:1999, I'm sure there are club members who are fans of the movie SILENT
RUNNING, starring Bruce Dern and three of the most lovable robets in the history of motion plectures. Hewy,
thé last 'droid cdretaker on-the spaceship was the inspiration for R2-D2 in STAR WARS. Hewy dellighted
viswers with his characteristic¢ human tendencies. (ALl built into his computer banks, of course! The man
ingide the little 'droid with the personality was Mark Persons. It was Mark's interpretation of Hewy that
later inspired George Lucas.

Mark would dearly love to receive fan mail to discuss his one-time role and discover fandom for the first
time. If you would like to write to Mark, here is his address: Mark Persons, Corona West Mobile Home
Estates, 995 Peomona Rd., Space 4, Corona, CA 91720.

: B
anne-Marie Lubner, 2333 E. Glenn, Apt 201, Tucson, Arizona, 85719

Since everyone else is commenting on the episcdes, I thought I would s?ick my two cents worth in, In my
opinion, RULES OF LUTON and THE DORCONS would have been much better episocdes if Tony.and not the Commander
had been with Maya. After all, Tony and Mays were supposed to De in love. So Tony 1s_the logical choice
to rescue Maya from the Doreons, The only reason it was the Commander ls because Martin T.andau was the star
of the show and Tony only sescond banana. As for RULES OF LUTCN, I was pleasantly surprised to read the
PLANETS OF PERIL wersion had Tony on the planet with Maya. Although the auther did net entirely follow the
scripts, I heartily approve this change in his stories. As for Larry McIrvin's comment in his review of the
book that 'this takes away some of Koenig's background' I point out that this personal info could have
most easily been provided anywhere in Year One when Koenig confided in Prof, Bergman, Also, it could have
been provided in either Year One or Year Two anytime Koenig and Helena had a private moment together and
thera were plenty of those. The most ideal time I believe for this infe to come out would have been in
MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH when Helena's husband Lee returns.

9

Larry Mclrvin, 51 Main St., Oceanport, NJ 066357

I am writing in response to Tod Ellsworth's letter., I saw ALL THAT GLISTERS and noticed the very same thing.
I alsc noticed the same thing in the episodes SEED COF DESTRUCTION and THE IMMUNITY SYNDROME. -In SEED OF
DESTRUCTION, Eagle 1 is heading for the jewl-like asterocid. When we get our first look at her, she is fit-
ted with a laboratory pod, but after that brief scene we see her fitted with a normal passenger pod. . In
IMMUNITY SYNDROME, Survey Eagle 4 is fitted with a laboratory pod. In a long distance shot just before the
crash scene, if you losck closely, you will notice she has a normal passenger ped. Obwviously, what Tod menh-
tioned happened in more than one eplsode,

L
ALPHA LIFE CHRONICLES

Hobby and Arts Festival
by Bobbie M. Smith

An exhibition of hobbles and arts has been the cause of great excitement and amusement for the personnel of
Moonbase Alpha for the past four days., The auditorium and main recreation room was the setting for dlsplays
and demonstrations showcasing the interests and talents of cur friends and fellow Alphans.

Commander John Koenig openried the festival with a brief speech of welcome toc the attendees and appreciation
of the talents, diligence and cooperation of the contributors. The Commander's own collection of terres-
trial and lunar cartography was exhibited, featuring several antique maps and some charts of his own making
of various planets visited during Alpha's Jjourney.

Other displays and demeonstrations included & fashion show with clothes designed and made by Myra Davis of~
Engineering and. Angela Todd of Exobiclogy. Patterns for the clothes wers available and adaptations of the
designs shouid appear on Alpha personnel shortly.

Demonstrations of.magic, acrobatics and martial arts invited audience participation and were much enjoyed,
desplte a few bruises and sore muscles. Several cooking demenstrations provided refreshments of candies,
cookies and Viennese pastries.

br. Helena Russell provided examples of her sculpture. The model of her own head,bust of Commander Koenig
and several small statues of the animal 1life of Earth are excellent.

Model making was represented by pilot Bill Fraser, with his beautiful depictions of solar systems sesn
during hls explorations; and by.Maya, with her minature Psychon clty and surrounding countryside. The city
i1s shown in great detail and construction i1s still in progress.

David Kano and his group of computer game enthusiasts challenged any and ali. The challenge was accopted
oy many and the games provided Intellectual stimuilation and much laughter to participants and spectators
alike. David was pronounced the champion and a series of games is now being arranged., If you are inter-
astad, see David Tor detalls. .

Shemeen Williams' collection of 2otanical samples from each planet she has visited was shown in conjunction
: PR - & : 3
with the display of rocis and charts of geologic strata of these planets taken from the wark of cowboy Dave

Reilly. @
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¢aill Paradia, 237 Simmonsville Ave, Johmston, RI 02919, Has many excellent héw and color pix from the
1999 conwention. Will trads for eny and all piletures of Martin Landau from the con. Send SASE for more
information.

Steve Eramo, 5 Kimball Drive, Stonsham, MA 02180, Wasn't able te meke 1t to the convention, poor wmoul,
and so iz desparate for any and all plotures from the con. Send list of what you have and your agking price/
trade. (He has & great collection of Zlenla Merton plx, by the way...)

Mary Blosmker, 5 Lamson Straeet, Hagt Boston, MA 021i28. Havs plctures of Clifton Jones and Nick Tate from
the 1999 convantion--will +trade coples of prints for any and all photoa of Nick Talte at the con, Write with
your information (pleasal). :

%fmiana Uinelow, 7000 Yalieyford Ct., Wataugs. TX 76108,  Hes meny shots of the convention, willing to trode
for any and all pleturaes of Mlek Tate from the conventlon. Sond GALE for her Liegt.

Conrratulationa to Posle Dadgett for winning the SPACE WARE weript in last issue's raffle for the Maya "undl

BOOK REVIEW:

THE MAKING OF SPACE:1939
by Tim Heald

Do you want to go behlnd the scensd with SPACE:19997 Do you want to know how many of the SFX for SPACE were
accomplished? Do you want %o learn about the incredible cast and crew who for two marvelous years enter-
tained us out of our wits? If you do, get this book. Mr. Heald hag done an excellent job at taking us
hehind The scengs and intredusing us to the psople who worksd on 'the ultlmste adventure geries'.

Mr. Heald gathered most, if not all of his materlal from on~the-set interviews. He dees an excellent bic an
the man respongible for SPACE, Gerry Anderson. He degeribes his earlier career and many of hias previous TV
geries, including PHUNDERBIRDS, SUPERCAR, FIREBALL XL-5, CAPTAIN SCARLET, and UFQ, a3 well as how _he came

to create and produce SPACE:1599.
The book also contains bios of all the major stars of SPACE: 1999, including Martin Landau, Barbara Bain,

Catherine Schell, Tony Anholt, Nick Tate, and Zienia Merton., The bios describe many previous roles the ac-
tors played and how they came to be cast in their roles in SPACE:199%.

The hook also contalris interviews wlth other key SPACE: 1999 people, including Brian Johngon, Kelth Wileon,
Frank Wates, Johnny Byrne, Besll Newall, and Freddie Freiberger. If you went to lezrn how a TV series 1s
made, especially one of your Ffavorites, get this book.

AE an added bonus, the book containsg studlo call sheete and spiscde synopses. The call gheet ig yeally in-
teresting, showlng when and where the actors have to report for make-up, propsd. etc, The hook is highly in-
Formativae and fun Lo read, so by all means, read it

—=Tarry Melezvin

TED MMA TECTC LIST  (finally, right?)

Flhat follows ls = partlal lisgt of photes awvallable teo membsrs--we hope to publish a more complete list in

-1 . a T ey - g o - e " A - T T N =

the very noar Tuture. IF you wordd llke & copy of the complate photo List when 1t 1s finally complled, send
25¢ and a aelf-addressed stamped envelepe o us here at Wi i

Rem?zbgy t nr?eg by number and to specify what size you are ordering. Right now, we have only 5X7 slze
aval th 9%10 size avallable = i i - ; orie p O EXT im i ;
avallable, .tﬂﬂ ;i slze avallable sometime in the future. The price per 5X7 ls 757 each, which includes
the cost of postane.
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